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Religious Services
Friday, March 2, 6:00 p.m.
Kabbalat Shabbat/Birthday Service
Torah Portion: Ki Tisa
Exodus 30:11-34:35
Haftarah: I Kings 18:1-39
Saturday, March 10, 10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service
Torah Portion: Vayak’heil/P’kudei
Exodus 35:1-40:38
Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:22-36
Friday, March 16, 6:00 p.m.
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Torah Portion: Vayikra
Leviticus 1:1-5:26
Haftarah: Ezekiel 45:16-25
(and Isaiah 66:1, 23)
Saturday, March 24, 10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service
Torah Portion: Tzav
Leviticus 6:1-8:36
Haftarah: Malachi 3:4-24
Friday, March 30, 6:00 p.m.
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Erev Passover
Torah Portion: Pesach—Yom Rishon
Exodus 12:37-42; 13:3-10
Haftarah: Isaiah 43:1-15/Song of Songs
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From the Rabbi’s Desk
A Word of Thanks and Appreciation
You may not realize this, but Purim concludes
the Hebrew calendar's yearly cycle of sacred
celebrations. Purim comes in the last month in
the Hebrew calendar, the month of Adar, a
winter month. It makes sense that our Rabbis
placed Purim where they did. How wonderful to
have a moment of light and joy, fun and frivolity in the midst of the long, cold darkness that is
the winter. Purim also provides us a wonderful introduction into
springtime and offers a poignant and powerful contrast to our first
sacred celebration of the calendar year, Pesach.
With this as background, on behalf of a very grateful congregation, I
want to thank our indefatigable, creative, inspirational and dedicated
Religious School teachers — Annie Kruger and Laurie Lewis — for
orchestrating this year's Purim celebration. The Purim Puppet Show
performed by the students in our Religious School was a delight as
well as a pleasure to experience. If laughter and merriment are the
requirements for a Purim celebration, then Annie, Laurie and our
kids hit a grand slam out of the park! We are indeed fortunate to
have these exceptionally fine educators instructing our students and
imparting to them the joy, meaning and beauty of Jewish tradition,
Jewish ritual and Jewish knowledge.
We fulfilled the mitzah of Purim with laughter, joy and song. And it is
to the "song" component of our celebration that this next thank-you
is addressed. We again had the great pleasure of listening to Max
Murray, Frank Russo and Joe Holt, The Max Murray Trio, as they
punctuated our Megillah reading with songs of joy and jazz. How
fortunate we are to have Max Murray as a friend of this Congregation. His talent and the musicianship, along with the talent and musicianship of his colleagues, add depth and glee to our celebration.
Augmenting the festivities was Rabbi Arnold Bienstock, who chanted
the opening chapter of Megillat Esther. Rabbi Bienstock gave us the
opportunity to hear the traditional cantillation modes and melodies
assigned by the Rabbis to the Book of Esther. Thank you also to
Susan and Barry Koh for again sharing their very special, unique and
treasured family Megillah with us. Written in a beautiful Sephardic
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script and housed in an olivewood casing made many decades ago in Israel, using this Megillah connects the
generations and links us to the past in a very tangible way.
Our Purim celebration serves also as an upbeat and positive introduction to the first holy celebration of the
new calendar year, Passover. As we read in Shir Hashirim, Song of Songs, “For, lo, the winter is past, the
rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice
of the turtle is heard in our land. The fig tree puts forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape
give a good smell.”
May our celebration of Pesach, soon to come, be as meaningful and fulfilling as was our Purim celebration.
Rabbi Peter E. Hyman

President’s Message
I am writing this on a 75 degree day
at the end of February, and although
I know we can still be hit with
another winter storm it does indeed
feel like spring is coming.
The Susan and Barry Koh Lecture
Series was terrific, with excellent
speakers and a good audience both
in size and response. We finished
off the month with a Purim celebration in what is now typical TBI
fashion with the Max Murray Trio. If
you haven’t joined us for either the lecture series or
Purim you must add it to next year’s calendar.
They’re both wonderful!

If you have not seen the new building and would like
a tour just give me a call (202-679-2390) and I’ll be
glad to meet you at the building and show you
through.
There are many congregants, Board
members and others working to accomplish the
rather amazing feat of planning for, building, and
soon moving into our new home. If you would like to
join us and take on a responsibility please just let me
know and we will welcome your help.
We are honoring the Rabbi by naming the lobby the
Rabbi Peter E. Hyman Lobby. Letters will be going
out to those who haven’t yet received details. I hope
you will join us in saying thank you to Rabbi Hyman
in this very special way. It’s a great space and I am
sure it will be a hub of activity in our new building.

On the last day of this month we will begin the
celebration of Passover. Yes, it is early this year. If
you are able to join us for our second Community
At the end of this month the building will be officially Seder please sign up with the Temple Office by March
complete. It will take us a bit of April to deal with 23rd. You will see details on the seder in the weekly
any outstanding problems and by mid-April our new announcements.
furniture will be delivered. Shortly thereafter our
staff will make the move to our beautiful new home. Last, just a reminder that our third and last appeal for
Formal opening ceremonies are the weekend of June the year will be coming out at Pesach. If you have
8-10 . We are planning three events: a Friday night already given to support the annual fund you have
Shabbat celebration,
Saturday evening Havdalah, our thanks and appreciation. Please be generous if
and the Torah March and Celebration on Sunday you can. It is greatly needed and always appreciated.
afternoon. We would love to have the full congrega- May you and yours have a Happy and Sweet
tion together to celebrate, so please plan to be with Passover.
us.
Arna

Contributors to the Building Fund: You recently received communications from us
requesting details of how you would like your name to appear in acknowledgement of
your gift. We think we have a complete list, but in the event that we erred and you
did not get a request, please let us know right away.
Contact Nancy at temple18@goeaston.net, or Dennis at dennis49@aol.com.

night shots
February 8
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A Miracle in Baghdad, by Nuta Yisrael Shurack
An elderly traveler entered the Jewish quarter of Baghdad.
The marketplace seemed strangely empty for such a day. He
sighted the grandest building in the section, and determined
that must be the great synagogue. He peeked inside, and
beheld a moving spectacle—hundreds of Jews fervently
chanting Psalms amidst tears and sobs.

Intrigued, the Sultan looked around the room until his eyes
fell on Mustafa, his chief advisor and the wisest man in the
kingdom. Mustafa cried out, “No, he is lying! The Jew is an
impostor! He can’t really cut someone’s head off and
reattach it.” “That might be true,” said the Sultan, “but what
if he is telling the truth and we don’t accommodate him?
Surely you don’t want to put the whole kingdom at risk!
Inquiring what had happened, he was told that the Sultan’s
After all, were you not the one who had advised me to expel
chief advisor, Mustafa - a vicious Jew-hater - had convinced
the Jews, lest we be put in danger?”
the Sultan that the Jews were not only infidels for denying
the prophet Mohammed, but that they were thieves and liars “Bring the sword immediately,” cried the Sultan. “Mustafa
as well, deserving immediate expulsion. At first the Sultan has volunteered!” With that, Mustafa began to tremble and
was hesitant to believe Mustafa; however, the Sultan was yelled out, “No, I admit it. I was both wrong and very
told about what had happened when the Jews left Egypt and foolish. The Jewish people do not have extraordinary
what Moses did to Pharaoh. He began to worry that perhaps powers!” Mustafa ran out of the palace, never to be seen
one of the Jewish leaders of Baghdad would attack him with again. The Sultan annulled the decree, thanked the Jew for
plagues, and decided he did not want to take any chances. coming, and said that the Jews were welcome to live in
Therefore, he issued a decree that the Jews had to produce Baghdad as long as they desired.
a leader like Moses, or leave Baghdad immediately.
The man returned to the synagogue to share the good news.
The traveler approached one of the rabbis and whispered in Immediately, there was unbelievable rejoicing, and a
his ear. Soon all the leaders of the community were talking banquet was held in honor of the miracle that God had done
quietly, and then suddenly there was a loud clap on the lec- for His people. Then quietly and quickly, the old man slipped
tern, and one of them spoke. “This man who is visiting our out and left the town before anyone could even get his
town says that he has a plan. He will travel to the Sultan name. Some people say that he was Elijah the Prophet.
immediately to try and save us. If he is successful, we will Some say he was a great mystic. Yet others believe that he
rejoice. However, if he fails, he will tell the Sultan that he was just a Jew who simply cared about his fellow Jews as
acted alone. Meanwhile, we will continue to pray for his much as he did about himself.
success!”
This story helps elucidate a very interesting aspect of the
The man headed for the palace, pounded on the entrance Passover observance. Every holiday is marked by mitzvahs.
gate, and said, “I am a Jew who can do miracles, and I Yet, many of these mitzvahs are not equally fulfilled by all.
demand to see the Sultan immediately.” Before long, he For example, most of us hear the shofar from someone else
found himself face to face with the ruler of Baghdad. “So,” who blows it, and on Chanukah, many have the custom that
said the Sultan, “You claim you can do miracles like Moses. the head of the household kindles the menorah as a
What can you do?”
representative of the entire family. Yet, on Passover,
everyone must eat his or her own matzah. On Passover, we
“If you would be so kind,” said he, “I will perform a miracle
are all equally significant.
akin to those which Moses himself did. Before your very
eyes, I will cut off a man’s head with a sword, and then put The Exodus was the time when our people came together as
him back together and make him live!”
one. Leaving Egypt united as one people set the stage for
the mitzvah that Hillel considered to be the core of the entire
The Sultan smiled nervously and glanced around, not knowTorah: love for a fellow Jew. The hero of this story actualized
ing what to think or make of the situation. Perhaps the felthat which we all know to be true, that each of us is
low was completely crazy. Or perhaps he was telling the
complete only when we do all that we can to ensure that
truth. After all, he seemed extremely confident, and spoke
every single Jew is being taken care of as well.
with such conviction. What if he was telling the truth? If he
doubted him, then who knows what kind of wrath would be This is why the Passover haggadah begins with an invitation,
unleashed on the Sultan and his kingdom.
“All who are hungry, let them come and eat.” Our table is
complete only when it is open to others!
The old man continued, “There is but one condition. The
man whose head I cut off must be truly wise, the wisest
man in the realm. If not, his head will not properly
reattach.”
According to tradition, the Great Synagogue of Baghdad, also known as
the Shaf ve’Yativ Synagogue, is traditionally believed to stand on the site of
a synagogue built by King Jeconiah who was exiled from the Land of Israel
to Babylon in 597 BCE. It is said that material gathered from the ruins of
the Temple in Jerusalem was used in its construction. The building now
serves as a museum in which the synagogue had been reconstructed.
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Go to this link or click on one of the images to view “Moses Goes Down to Egypt”
sung by a voice you’ll certainly recognize
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rp2WdyeAHIM

Go down Moses way down in Egypt land
Tell all Pharaohs to let My people go
When Israel was in Egypt land
Let My people go
Oppressed so hard they could not stand
Let My people go
So the God seyeth, “Go down, Moses way down in Egypt land
Tell all Pharaohs to let My people go”
So Moses went to Egypt land
Let My people go
He made all Pharaohs understand
Let My people go
Yes The Lord said, “Go down, Moses way down in Egypt land
Tell all Pharaohs to let My people go”
Thus spoke the Lord, bold Moses said
Let My people go
“If not I'll smite, your firstborns dead”
Let My people go
God, The Lord said, “Go down, Moses way down in Egypt land
Tell all Pharaohs to let My people go”
Tell all Pharaohs to let My people go

Having trouble locating a shank bone
for your seder plate? Take your pick.
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SONGS for PASSOVER
There’s No Seder Like Our Seder
(sung to the tune of “There’s No Business Like Show Business”)
There's no seder like our seder,
There's no seder I know.
Everything about it is halachic
Nothing that the Torah won't allow.
Listen how we read the whole Haggadah
It's all in Hebrew 'cause we know how.

There's no Seder like our seder,
We tell a tale that is swell.
Moses took the people out into the heat
They baked the matzah while on their feet.
Now isn't that a story that just can't be beat?
Let's go on with the show!

A Few of My Favorite Things
(sung to the tune of "These are a Few of My Favorite Things")
Cleaning and cooking and so many dishes
Out with the hametz, no pasta, no knishes
Fish that's gefilted, horseradish that stings
These are a few of our passover things.
Matzoh and karpas and chopped up haroset
Shankbones and kiddish and yiddish neuroses
Tante who kvetches and uncle who sings
These are a few of our Passover things.
Motzi. and moror and trouble with Pharoahs
Famines and locusts and slaves with wheelbarrows
Matzah balls floating and eggshells that cling
These are a few of our Passover things.

When the plagues strike
When the lice bite
When we're feeling sad
We simply remember our Passover things
And then we don't feel so bad.
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Around the Congregation

Confirmation Class
Seth Feldman - Colby Florkewicz - Sallie Miller - Michael Mullaney - Michael Gervis

Congratulations to Sallie Miller, who was just ranked #1 Girls Varsity tennis
player at North Caroline High School. Sallie, the daughter of Dave and Linda
Miller, is a sophomore honor student at NCHS. Last year she was the first female
to make the varsity golf squad! She is also a member of Rabbi Hyman’s Confirmation Class. Sallie hopes to attend Brandeis University. Here she is in some
“action shots.”



March 8, noon - Scossa Restaurant: The ladies of the congregation are invited to lunch. Please e-mail or
call Ruth Saff ruthsaff@gmail.com or 410-745-6000 to let her know if you can join us.



April 3, 6:00 - Community Seder at the Milestone. Please RSVP by March 23.



June 8, 9, 10, 2018 - Temple Dedication Weekend. The invitations and program details to follow.
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Tidbits of Jewish History: Greta Zimmer Friedman (1924-2016)
“The Kiss”
We’ve all seen it — one of the most evocative images of the Second World War when a
young dental assistant in nurse’s uniform was photographed being swooped down on and
kissed by a sailor in Times Square, New York, on August 14, 1945.
The Life magazine photograph, which caught the euphoria of VJ Day and the war’s end, was
taken by the great photojournalist Alfred Eisenstaedt. For years the identity of the two were
unknown, and many claimed to be the subjects, but the sailor has since been identified as
George Mendonsa, who was on leave after serving in the Pacific and had been having a drink
with his girlfriend, as thousands thronged Times Square to celebrate the spreading news that
Japan had surrendered. “I saw this nurse coming down,” Mendonsa told an interviewer in
2015. “The war is over. The excitement of the war, and the drinking – and when I see the
nurse, I grabbed her.”
Greta Friedman did not see the photograph until the 1960s. Although her face is obscured by
the sailor’s left arm, she recognized her hair and outfit straightaway.
She was born Greta Zimmer on June 5 1924 to a Jewish family at Wiener Neustadt, Austria. In 1939, as war loomed
her parents sent her and two sisters to America. Greta arrived in New York and in 1956 married Mischa Friedman, a
US Army scientist. Having studied at the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York, she designed dolls’ clothes for
the toy industry, and then in 1981 took an arts degree from Hood College in her home town of Frederick, MD. She
also painted and restored books.
Greta was 21 at the time of “the kiss” and taking a lunch break from her job in a Manhattan dental surgery. At that
point, she had no idea where her parents were, or whether they were alive. She learned later that they had both died
in the camps.
The kiss was not “a romantic event”, she would remember in a 2005 interview. “I went straight to Times Square,
where I saw on the lighted billboard: 'VJ Day, VJ Day! Suddenly, I was grabbed by a sailor. It wasn’t that much of a
kiss. It was more of a jubilant act that he didn’t have to go back to the Pacific. The reason he grabbed somebody
dressed like a nurse was that he felt so very grateful to the nurses who took care of the wounded.”

Thanks to Our Oneg and Kiddush Hosts
Friday, Feb 2 - Susan Koh and Paula Bell
Saturday, Feb 10 - Jonathan and Dorothy Goldweitz
Friday, Feb 16 -Barbara Viniar

Leaves are available for our beautiful Tree of Life. As our Tree celebrates
“life events,” you may order a Leaf in honor of any living person or event.
Many members of our congregation order leaves to honor their children and
grandchildren, birthdays, weddings or Bar/Bat Mitzvahs.
Leaves are $300 each and may be ordered from Temple B’nai Israel, 101 W.
Earle Ave., Easton, MD 21601. Please send your check made out to Temple
B’nai Israel along with a clear statement of the inscription you wish.

February 23, 2018

Ramp to Bima

Pergola Framework
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MARCH CONTRIBUTIONS
GENERAL FUND
Paula & Norman Bell
Lynda & George Carlson
Marlene & Philip Feldman
Alvin Grollman
Natalie F. Jeffrey
Susan & Barry Koh
Sandra & Jeffrey Quartner
Loretta & Stephen Quigley

In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In

memory of Caroline Blumenthal, mother of Paula
memory of Lars Carlson, brother of George
memory of Stanley Kurtz, father of Marlene
memory of Rose Lustman, mother-in-law of Alvin
memory of Ursula Marx, special mother of Elaine Friedman
and Jacqueline Marx
memory of Jerome Greenfield, father of Susan
memory of Andrew Lavoie, father of Sandra
memory Mervin Quartner, father of Jeffrey
memory of Milton & Adele Scher, parents of Loretta

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Eileen Hyman
In memory of Dora Shapiro, grandmother of Rabbi Peter E. Hyman and mother of
Eileen Hyman
Louise & Herbert Shapiro
In memory of Michael Shapiro, father of Herbert
Pat & Sy Strongin
In memory of Ann Kreindler, mother of Pat
In memory of Ruth Strongin, sister of Sy
ELAINE FRIEDMAN CHILDREN’S CAMP FUND
Ros & Marty Appel
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Belinda Frankel
& Karl Begley
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Norma & Don Berlin
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Eileen Hyman
In memory of Ursula Marx, dear mother of Elaine Friedman
Anna & Irwin Jacobs
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Linda & Randall Kappesser In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Susan & Barry Koh
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Carol Lite
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Lisa & Frank Menditch
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Arna & Alan Mickelson
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Loretta & Stephen Quigley In loving memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Shirley Sallet
In memory of Ursula Marx, beloved mother of Elaine Friedman
Louise & Herbert Shapiro
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Eunice Shearer
In memory of Ursula Marx, beloved mother of Elaine Friedman
Stephen & Jean Sand
In memory of June Campbell, mother of Jean
Pat & Sy Strongin
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
Virginia Styer
In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND
Jeanne & Bruce Bernard
Cheryl & Arnold Kramer
Felice Scher

In memory of Ursula Marx, mother of Elaine Friedman
In memory of Samuel Rapoport, father of Cheryl

HAL ISRAEL MEMORIAL FUND
Susan & Jack Stoltz
In memory of Evelyn Stoltz, mother of Jack
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MARCH YAHRZEITS
Zichronam L'bracha
“May Their Memory Be a Blessing”

MARCH 2 SHABBAT SERVICE
Sara Fox Ades
Lillian Berkof
Caroline Blumenthal
Yetta Cohen
Rose Friedman
Alison Hyman
Rose Lustman
Henry Hart Rice
Morris Schwartz
George Scoblinoko
Dora Shapiro
Joseph Zabara

mother of Alice Brauer
mother of Paula Bell
mother of Howard Cohen
mother-in-law of Elaine Friedman
daughter of Robert & Rabbi Naomi Hyman
mother-in-law of Alvin Grollman
father of Martin Schwartz
grandfather of Richard Scobey
mother of Eileen Hyman and grandmother of
Rabbi Peter E. Hyman

MARCH 10 SHABBAT SERVICE
Lily Brass
mother of Norma Berlin
Louis Bearman
Leo Brody
father of Hynda Dalton
Frances Day
Fanny Farberman
grandmother of Rhea Farberman
Philip Friedman
father-in-law of Elaine Friedman
Roslyn Brickman Gnatt
mother of Andrea Gnatt Kahn
Nathan Kirszenbaum
father of Leon Kirszenbaum
Stanley Kurtz
father of Marlene Feldman
Enrique Reider
grandfather of John Lewis
Loretta Schechter
mother of Ronald Schechter
Evelyn Stoltz
mother of Jack Stoltz
Ruth Strongin
sister of Sy Strongin
Beatrice Tuchler
mother of Marjorie Berman
MARCH 16 SHABBAT SERVICE
Florence Bass
mother of Roger Bass
Leah Fruchtenberg
Leon Fruchtenberg
Jerome Greenfield
father of Susan Koh
Mollie Israel
mother of Fred Israel
Hellmuth Klein
father of Elaine Friedman
Herman Lowe
father of Lesley Israel
Claire Levy Mickelson
mother of Alan Mickelson
Gerald Philipp
father of David Philipp
Mervin Quartner
father of Jeffrey Quartner
Samuel Rapoport
father of Cheryl Kramer
Philip Francisco Saff
grandson of Ruth & Donald Saff
Milton Scher
father of Loretta Quigley

MARCH 24 SHABBAT SERVICE
Joseph Berman
father of Lou Berman
June Campbell
mother of Jean Sand
Lars Carlson
brother of George Carlson
Sara Cherry
Andrew Lavoie
father of Sandra Quartner
Abel Rosen
grandfather of Adrienne Nassau
Stanley Rosen
father of Eric Rosen
MARCH 30 SHABBAT SERVICE
Louis Baylin
Dora Goldgeier
mother-in-law of Myra Goldgeier
Michael Shapiro
father of Herbert Shapiro
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March 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
Purim
12:00 p.m.
Torah class

Fri

Sat

2
6:00 p.m.
Shabbat/
Birthday Service

3

4
9:30 a.m.
Religious school

5

6
2:00 p.m.
Communication
Meeting

7
11:00 p.m.
Leviticus Class

8
11:00 p.m.
Torah class

9

10
10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service

11
NO Religious school

12

13
5:30 p.m.
Confirmation
Class

14
11:00 p.m.
Leviticus Class

15
11:00 p.m.
Torah class

16
6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service

17

18
NO Religious school

19

20
5:30 p.m.
Executive
Meeting

21
11:00 p.m.
Leviticus Class

22
11:00 p.m.
Torah class

23
10:00 a.m.
NBC meeting

24
10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service

25
9:30 a.m
Religious school

26

27
5:30 p.m.
Confirmation
Class

28
11:00 p.m.
Leviticus Class

29
11:00 p.m.
Torah class

30
Erev Passover
6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service

31
2nd night Seder

10:30 Board
Meeting
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