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7199 Tristan Drive 

Easton, MD 21601 

 410-822-0553 

Rabbi Peter E. Hyman 

December 2018/Kislev-Tevet 5779     bnaiisraeleaston.org        temple18@goeaston.net 

THE SHOFARTHE SHOFAR  

 
Religious Services 

    
Saturday, December 8, 10:00 a.m. 
 Torah Portion: Mikeitz  
  Genesis 37:1-40:23  
 Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28  
 
Friday, December 14, 6:00 p.m. 
 Shabbat Service   
  Torah Portion: Vayigash  
   Genesis 44:18-47:27 
  Haftarah: Zechariah 4:1-7 (and I Samuel      
20:18, 42 or Isaiah 66:1, 23) 
 
Saturday, December 22, 10:00 a.m. 
 Shabbat/Service  
  Torah Portion: Va-y’chi 
   Genesis 47:28-50:26 
  Haftarah: I Kings 2:1-12 
 
Friday, December 28, 6:00 p.m. 
 Shabbat Service   
  Torah Portion: Sh'mot 
   Exodus 1:1-6:1 
  Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6-28:13; 29:22-23  
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   From the Rabbi’s Desk - WHAT IS HANUKKAH?WHAT IS HANUKKAH?  
 

Our Rabbis taught: On the twenty-fifth day of Kislev we   
commence the eight days of Hanukkah. Lamentation for the 
dead and fasting are forbidden. For when the Greeks entered 
the Temple, they defiled all the oils therein, and when the 
Hasmonean dynasty prevailed against and defeated them, 
they made search and found only one cruse of oil which lay 
with the seal of the High Priest, but which contained sufficient 
oil for one day's lighting only; yet a miracle was wrought 
therein and they lit the lamp and it burned for eight days. 
The following year these days were appointed a Festival with 
the  recital of  Hallel and thanksgiving.  Shabbat 21b  

So the Talmud asks. It answers with the story of the one day's worth of oil  
miraculously burning for eight days. 

But what really is Hanukkah? 

 Hanukkah commemorates the deliverance of the Jewish people and 
Judaism in 165 B.C.E. We commonly regard this as the first battle for religious 
freedom and freedom of conscience. In fact, the celebration of Hanukkah ranks 
up there with Yom Kippur and Pesach, way above Shabbat, kashrut, and many 
other mitzvot. 

 Yet Hanukkah is not a yom tov, a holy day. We do not say kiddush or 
havdalah, or require challah and its blessing the motzi. We go to work. But we 
do light candles, eight of them, not just two. We eat latkes and donuts, play 
dreidle, give and receive gifts.  In other words, we celebrate eight days of   
festivity, but it's not a festival. 

 A midrash relates: “When Adam saw daytime gradually diminishing, he 
said, ‘Woe is me! Perhaps because I acted offensively, the world around me 
darkens and returns to chaos and confusion, and this is the death Heaven has 
decreed for me.’ He sat and kept eight days of fast and prayer. But after the 
winter solstice arrived, and he saw daytime gradually lengthening, he said, 
‘This is the world’s way’ and he went and celebrated eight days of festivity. The 
following year, he observed both [the eight days preceding and the eight days 
following the solstice] as days of festivity.” (Talmud, Avodah Zarah, 8a) 

 What is Hanukkah? Simhat Torah ended over two months ago and 
the next holiday of any import, Purim, is over two months away. Hanukkah 
occurs at the winter solstice, when the sun is at its lowest elevation, the days 
are short and cold, and trees and shrubs are bare and snow covered. Hanuk-
kah is an interlude: light in deepest darkness, faith in the depths of winter, the 
triumph of the few over the many, the weak over the strong, the faithful over 
the arrogant. Hanukkah is a message, an ideal. Hanukkah is a time to stand up 
and say "NO" to those forces in our society who promote hate, incivility,     
dishonesty and totalitarianism. In the illuminating flames of those eight candles 
we see our resilience. They shine brightly on the historic Jewish allegiance to 
doing that which is God-ordained, right, noble and righteous.  

May the light emanating from our menoroth serve to inspire, fortify and     
ennoble each one of us as we carry the message of the Maccabees out into the 
world.   

http://www.bnaiisraeleaston.org/
mailto:temple18@goeaston.net
http://urj.org/index.cfm?
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 Snippets of the Hanukkah Spirit and Joy 

Eight doses for the eight nights of Hanukkah 
From Chabad.org 

 

1st Night: In the beginning, "G-d said, 'Let There Be Light'" 

The reference is not only to physical light as we know it. This initial statement is rather the mandate of all Creation. The 

ultimate goal and purpose of creation is that the Divine Light shine throughout the world, transforming everything, even 

darkness itself, so that it, too, will shine. 

 

2nd Night: At Creation, G-d made the "two great lights," the sun and the moon. 

The sun is constant; every day the same big fiery ball appears in the sky above us. But the moon is always going through 

changes. It has its ups and downs; one day it is full, then it wanes, getting smaller and smaller. Yet even after it seems to 

have completely disappeared, it renews itself, and grows again. Even as we grow and change, we must retain our       

consistency. 

 

3rd Night: The Lamp 

The Syrian-Greek desecration of the Holy Temple was another example of their determination to destroy the sanctity of 

Jewish life. The worship of one invisible, omnipotent G-d was replaced with the worship of pagan deities made in the    

image of man. 

The Torah tells us that "the soul of man is the lamp of G-d." Just as oil permeates the olive, the Divine soul permeates the 

Jew; and just as the oil burning in the menorah spreads light, the Jewish soul illuminates the world in the performance of 

good deeds. In defiling the sacred oil of the menorah, the Greeks tried to destroy the Jewish soul. 

But the soul cannot be extinguished. Miraculously, despite the best efforts of the oppressors, one cruse of pure oil        

remained in the Temple, and one cruse was enough to re-dedicate the Temple and renew the holy task of spreading light 

throughout the world. 

 

4th Night: Lighting the Dark 

Shabbat candles are lit before dark, inside our home. By contrast, Hanukkah’s candles have to light into the darkness of 

the night, and near a window facing out into the street.  Shabbat candles bring light within, but the Hanukkah lights go 

further, also transforming the darkness outside. 

 

5th Night: Increasing the light 

"A mitzvah is compared to a candle and the Torah is light." 

We should always aspire to increase our level of Torah and Mitzvot. If we did one good deed yesterday, let us try to     

increase and do more today. Like the Hanukkah candles, we are meant to add light every day. 

 

6th Night: Miracles For Today 

The lights of the Hanukkah menorah are more than simply a reminder of ancient miracles, they are meant to provide   

inspiration and illumination in our contemporary daily lives. 

In fact, in a very real sense, the Hanukkah miracles of old are re-enacted in our observance today. That is one reason why 

we say, in the second blessing recited over the Hanukkah lights, "Blessed are You... who wrought miracles for our        

ancestors, in those days, at this time." By reflecting upon the significance of the Hanukkah miracles, we can see, with  

ever-increasing clarity, the miraculous dimension of events in our own time. 

 

7th Night: Spreading the Light 

There is a Talmudic statement: "We are day workers." Day means light. Our task is to spread light, to illuminate the world 

with the light of the Torah. 

Evil and darkness do not get swept out with a broom. By creating more light, the night and darkness will disappear by 

themselves. 

 

8th Night: The Infinite Light 

Although it commemorates the kindling of the Temple's Menorah which had only seven branches, our Hanukkah Menorah 

has eight lights. 

The number 'eight' in this context is not just the digit after 'seven.' 

Symbolically, 'seven' is associated with the natural world, created in six days and completed with G-d's rest on the      

Seventh, Shabbat. 

'Eight,' however, represents the infinite and supernatural, in contrast to the finite and natural. 

The seven-lamp Menorah illuminated the natural world, but Hanukkah goes even beyond. It is a foretaste and reflection of 

the era of Moshiach, a higher level that is above and beyond our worldly limitations. 

At the end of the long dark night, right before daybreak; we may be tempted to fall asleep. Hanukkah gives us the 

strength to be awake for and aware of the approach of daylight. 
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On the Thursday after the horrific mass 
shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh and the murders at a Kentucky 
supermarket, we held a community-wide 
vigil. It was a remarkable evening. The 
Temple was filled with close to 500    
people with many listening from the   
lobby.  Rabbi Hyman had prepared a 
strong and beautiful service. We were 
joined by people of all faiths and back-
grounds. All were pained and distressed 
by the hate-filled loss of life and the 
threats of killing Jews. Amongst the 

crowd were the amazing 28 members of the clergy who 
stood and will stand with Easton’s Jewish Community.  

Although the shock of the massacre at Tree of Life certainly 
brought Clergy to join us the night of the vigil, it was also 
the result of years of setting relationships with and by   
Rabbi Hyman that  brought them and many of their congre-
gants to stand with us.  Rabbi has been an active and    
supportive member of our local clergy group, TACL, and his 
personal relations, teaching, and speaking at local Churches 
and Mosques have served to build a strong community that 

is inclusive of the Jewish Community and brought it to 
stand in solidarity with us. As we bid each attendee a     
personal good-bye and thanked them for being there with 
us, it was clear that what was such an important show of 
support to us had also been important to each of the      
attendees. Well done Rabbi!  

In addition to the vigil, we have received bouquets of   
flowers from congregations and individuals. People wrote 
letters of support and dropped off flowers and notes some-
times alone and sometimes with their children in tow.  What 
brought me to tears was the gift from the Episcopal Church 
in Oxford.  They delivered two baskets of shells, one from 
the adults and one from the children of the Church.  Each 
shell had been gathered, washed, and a message of support 
written on it to each of us at Temple B’nai Israel. The   
messages ranged from simple love—sometimes written in 
Hebrew—to Biblical quotes, to simple messages of support.  
It took my heart.  If you have not seen them, they remain 
in our lobby and I encourage you to stop in and sit with 
them a bit. The messages and support offered are         
important, and I think they will take your heart as well. 

Arna 

President’s Message 

Community Solidarity 

This is a letter to the editor by Patricia Bradley that appeared in the Star Democrat on Nov 11, 2018. 

I believe that every day is a holy day, but there was something especially sacred about being at the new Temple B’nai 

Israel on Thursday evening, Nov. 1, along with other friends and neighbors from Londonderry and beyond, for a Vigil for 

Community Solidarity in the wake of the horrific killings at Congregation Tree of Life in Pittsburgh, the week preceding. 

In the architecturally stunning new home of the congregation in Easton, with their welcoming lights on and the doors 

wide open, every seat was taken and the walls were lined several deep with people standing. Outside, police blocked the 

entrance to the parking lot once it was filled, and people were parking in the nearby neighborhoods and across the    

highway and walking long distances to get there. 

With participation from many clergy from the Talbot community and a combined choir from local churches, the service 

consisted of readings from sacred scripture, Jewish, Christian and Muslim; readings from well-known writings and 

speeches, and responsorial prayers. The 23rd Psalm was sung in Hebrew by cantorial soloist Alan Haber, who had     

travelled from New York to be there, and the choir offered solace and inspiration through their own glorious music, which 

we all know can transcend boundaries and “build bridges, not walls.” One of the songs by the choir was taken from words 

found written on a cellar wall in Cologne, Germany, where it was believed Jews were hiding from the Nazis: 

“I believe in the sun even when it isn’t shining. 

“I believe in love even when there’s no one there. 

“I believe in God even when He is silent.” 

Memorial candles were lit for each of those who died at the Tree of Life and for the Jeffersontown Two, who had been 

shot and killed in Jeffersontown, Ky. The service was also offered in remembrance of those who died at the Emanuel AME 

Church in Charleston, S.C., the Sikh Temple in Oak Creek, Wis., and the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala. 

Adding to the sacredness of this gathering were the silent prayers coming from the hearts and minds of those in       

community that evening. Rabbi Peter Hyman made sure there were moments of laughter, as well. We are a resilient  

people. 

I close with words written by President George Washington in a letter to the Touro Synagogue in Newport, R.I., the first 

synagogue in America, on August 18, 1790: 

“May the children of the stock of Abraham who dwell in this land continue to merit and enjoy the good will of the other 

inhabitants — while every one shall sit in safety under his own vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him 

afraid.” 
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Annual Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

Temple B'nai Israel hosted the annual Talbot Association of Clergy and Laity (TACL) Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, November 18. 

Addressing a large gathering of community residents, Rabbi Hyman, in his message  “The Power of Gratitude,” spoke of the importance of unity and a shared sense of 

community, that “real Thanksgiving comes when we reach out to others and discover in our reaching out that we ourselves are embraced in return."  

Service participants included Rev. Sue Browning of Unitarian Universalist Fellowship; music director Ellen Barry Grunden; Jeanne Halpin of Third Haven Friend’s    

Meeting; Rev. Dartanyon Hines of Asbury United Methodist Church; Rabbi Naomi Hyman of Talbot Association of Clergy and Laity; Dr. Walid Kamsheh, Mareeya 

Muneer and Abdul Samad Syed of the Islamic Society of Easton; Rose Potter of Triumph Baptist Church; Estela Vianey Ramirez of ChesMRC; P.E.A.C.E. President Rev. 

Nancy Sajda; Dr. Gary Schiff of Chestertown Havurah; Edward Simonoff of Temple B'nai Israel and P.E.A.C.E., and Pastor Walt Wiltschek of Easton Church of the 

Brethren. 

 

Religious School 
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Once again Elaine Friedman is organizing the Christmas movie/Chinese restaurant dinner get together. We 
plan to meet in Annapolis Christmas Day, December 25, early in the afternoon to see the movie of your 
choice and afterward meet at the House of Hunan for a friendly Chinese dinner. Friends  
and family are welcome. The times will be set once we see what time the movies are. 
 
Please call or e-mail Nancy in the Temple office no later than December 20 if you plan to attend so 
that elaine can give the restaurant an accurate number for the reservation. 
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Christmas Songs Written By Jews 

While some believe that Christmas has a big impact on Jewish culture, most people are not aware how much Jews have 

influenced Christmas music! 

Winter Wonderland – Felix Bernard , Richard B. Smith 

Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas – Ralph Blane , Hugh Martin 

Santa Clause Is Coming To Town – Fred Coots , Haven Gillespie  

Let It Snow – Sammy Cahn , Jule Styne   

It’s The Most Wonderful time Of The Year – Edward Pola , George Wyle                                        

Do You Know it’s Christmas? – Midge Ure, Bob Geldof  

Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer – Johnny Marks 

Sleigh Ride – Leroy Anderson, Mitchell Parish  

White Christmas – Irving Berlin 

The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire) - Robert Wells, Mel Tormé  

Irving Berlin 

Sammy Cahn 

Jule Styne 

               Six13 Takes On Queen In ‘Bohemian Chanukah’ 
 

It wouldn’t be a holiday without Six13 dropping their annual Chanukah parody. Timely as ever 

with the release of the Freddie Mercury biopic earlier this month, the Jewish a cappella 

group capture the spirit of Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody with Bohemian Chanukah.  

Click here to view it:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9P30ckBf1wk 

When Indiana Jones’s Nazi Loving Enemy Said a Torah Prayer 
 
Listen carefully to the words of Nazi sympathizer René Belloq, Indiana Jones’ archnemesis, in the 1981 film Raiders of the 

Lost Ark just before he opens the Ark of the Covenant. Dressed in the garb of the Biblical High 

Priest, Belloq recites the following incantation: 

 

La al enash rachitzna, v’la al bar elohin samichna … d’hu eloha k’shot v’oraytei k’shot … Bei ana 

rachitz v’lishmei kaidsha yakira … tushbechan. 

 

Despite Belloq’s odd pronunciation, regular shulgoers may recognize the words as excerpted 

from the Aramaic B’rikh Shmei prayer traditionally recited on Sabbath and Festival mornings in 

front of a very different ark: the opened Torah ark. 

 

“I do not rely on man, and I do not depend on any angel … but on the God of truth whose Torah 

is true … I rely on Him, and to His holy and precious name … praises.” 

 

It seems like an odd choice for recitation by an amoral anti-Semitic profiteer who hopes the Nazis will harness the power 

of the Ark of the Covenant. But maybe that’s exactly why screenwriter Lawrence Kasdan or director Steven Spielberg had 

him say it: Jewish Hollywood’s getting the last laugh.  

 

Click here to see the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEkkdY3-d7c   

The B’rikh Shmei prayer runs from 0:20-0:37. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9P30ckBf1wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=12&v=9P30ckBf1wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEkkdY3-d7c
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                                 COME TO OUR NEXT SABBATH  

 

 

We are trying something different this time with the POTLUCK so as not to have too many          
redundancies and ensure we have enough of everything else we need. Please feel free to let us 
know your thoughts and your ideas for potential additions or changes. 

 

DATE: December 14th, 6:00 p.m. dinner and 7:00 p.m. service 

RSVP: BY December 12th to NANCY in the Temple Office: 410-822-0553 

MENU: Dairy/Vegetarian 

PLEASE call Nancy IN ADVANCE to volunteer to bring one of our open menu items for us all to enjoy!  We  
expect 15-25 participants that evening for Sabbath Dinner. 

WE NEED TO HAVE # of attendees in order to prepare the proper amount of food. 

Note: No oneg after services 

Thank you, 

Lois Small and Cheryl Kramer 

 

    SABBATH DINNER MENU 

 
 Mushrooms ——————————————————————     Arna Mickelson 

 Sushi Platter——————————————————————     Lois Small 

 Green Salad——————————————————————— Rabbi Peter Hyman 

 Salad Dressing (Italian, Low Fat, Oil and Vinegar/Balsamic) ——  VOLUNTEER 

 Spinach Salad, Cranberry, Walnuts, Feta——————————   VOLUNTEER 

 Orzo Pasta Salad————————————————————     Lynda Carlson 

 Portabello Mushroom Lasagna ——————————————   Cheryl Kramer 

 Eggplant Parmigiana———————————————————  Essie Keyser 

 Poached Salmon or other fish——————————————— One, two, or three can share 

 Fruit Salad———————————————————————   Linda Kappesser (can use a VOLUNTEER) 

 Pick Up Desserts ONLY——————————————————  4-5 VOLUNTEERS 

 Brownies —————————————————————— Linda Kappesser 

 Cookies——————————————————————    VOLUNTEERS 

 Other Dessert Bars—————————————————    Paula Bell 

 Black Bottoms Cupcakes ——————————————     Essie Keyser 

 Challah————————————————————————    VOLUNTEER 

 Soda, Ice Tea, Sparkling Cider, Unsweetened Drink—————   3 VOLUNTEERS 

 Salt and Pepper Shakers—————————————————  VOLUNTEER 

 Miscellaneous—————————————————————   VOLUNTEERS 

 

tel:410-822-0553
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 

Erev Hanukkah 

1st candle lighting 

Religious School & 

Hanukkah Party 

9:30 a.m. 

3 

1st day of  

Hanukkah 

4 

Confirmation 

Class 

5:30 p.m. 

5 

Torah Class 

12:00 p.m 

6 

Community 

Menorah 

Lighting 

5:00 p.m. 

7 

 

 

8 

Shabbat/Birthday 

Service 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

9 

Religious School 

9:30 a.m. 

10 

Communication 

Meeting 

2:00 p.m. 

 

11 

Executive 

Meeting  

5:00 p.m. 

12 

Torah Class 

12:00 p.m. 

 

13 

 

14 

Potluck Dinner 

followed by  

Shabbat Service 

6:00 p.m. 

15 

 

16 

Religious School 

9:30 a.m. 

Board Meeting 

10:00 a.m. 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

Torah Class 

12:00 p.m. 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

Shabbat Service 

10:00 a.m. 

23 

NO Religious 

School 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

25 

Movie and 

Chinese  

Dinner 

 

Christmas, 

Office,Closed 

26 

NO Torah Class 

 

27 

 

28 

Shabbat Service 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

29 

 

30 

NO Religious 

School 

 

31 

 

     

 December 2018 
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