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In anticipation of our celebration of Pesach (Passover), I
thought it would be interesting to provide an explanation of the Ten Plagues. The Passover narrative is not
only Israel's story of liberation, it is also an account of
Yahweh's, (the singular Israelite God,) victory over the
Egyptian pantheon. Each plague focuses on an Egyptian
deity. Each of the Ten Plagues underscores the power of
the God of Israel.
The Ten Plagues may be divided into 4 sections: three groups of three
and a final plague. The first three sections are each introduced by a
warning to Pharaoh that occur in the morning. They are each ended by a
plague that comes without warning. Within the three sections we also
see a distinct progression with regard to the long term effect the plague
has upon the land.
In section one we get temporary inconveniences that are applied to the
Israelites and the Egyptians alike. In the second section we get the
separation between Israelite and Egyptian; we also get plagues that
have long-term side effects. In the third section Pharaoh is told that God
is going to destroy Egypt (Ex. 9:15).The people witness this destruction.
(Ex. 10:7).
1. The first plague was blood (dam) - Exodus 7.14-24. This
was an attack on Hapi, the father of the gods, who was “god”
of the Nile, the one who brings water to all Egypt for life. He
was responsible for watering the meadows and bringing the
dew. But most importantly he brought fertile inundation, the
rising of the Nile. As a fertility god, he is associated with Osiris.
The Nile was considered the link from this life to the next. The Nile was
considered the blood of Osiris. The priests of Egypt held blood in abhorrence, yet they cruelly sported with blood of the captive Israelites whose
children they caused to be cast into the Nile. The Egyptians worshipped
the river, but when its waters turned to blood it must have excited their
loathing and detestation, while the calamity would cover them with
confusion and shame of their great god Hapi being defamed. Other
deities connected with the Nile are Amon and Khnum, who was the
guardian of the Nile.
2. The second plague was frogs (tz’fahr’day-a) - Exodus 8.1-15.
This was an attack on Heqt, the toad goddess, wife of Knepfh,
who was goddess of the land. Also, Heqt was the goddess of
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resurrection and procreative power. Frogs were consecrated to Osiris and were the symbol of inspiration. Frogs
and toads were very sacred to the Egyptians. If someone
killed a frog, even unintentionally, it was punishable by
death.

7. The seventh plague was hail (barad) - Exodus 9.13-35. This was an attack on Nut, who
was the sky goddess. She was the mother of
Osiris. Also, this was an attack on Isis, goddess of life, and Seth, protector of crops.

3. The third plague was gnats (kinnim) - Exodus
8.16-19. This was an attack on Geb, who was
god of vegetation. He was the father of Osiris
and husband of Nut.

8. The eighth plague was locusts (arbeh) Exodus 10.1-20. This was an attack on Anubis, who was the god of the fields, especially
cemeteries. This plague finishes up the work
that was done by the hail.

4. The fourth plague was flies (arov) - Exodus
8.20-32. This was an attack on Khepfi, scarab,
who was the god of insects. The plague of
beetle, a scarab, was an emblem of Re (Ra),
the sun god.

9. The ninth plague was darkness (choshech)
- Exodus 10.21-29. This was an attack on Ra
or Amon-Re, the sun god. He is believed to be
the physical father of all Pharaohs. Pharaoh
was the king of all gods.

5. The fifth plague was livestock (dever) Exodus 9.1-7. This was an attack on Apis, who
was the bull god. His counterpart was Hathor,
the cow goddess. The soul of the god Osiris
was believed to reside in the body of the bull,
Apis. Mnevis, the bull god, was symbol of fertility.

10. The tenth plague was death of the firstborn (makkat b’khorot) - Exodus 11,12. This
was an attack on Pharaoh, who was the godking. Pharaoh was considered an incarnation of
Ra, the sun god and Osiris, the giver of life.
I wish for all of us a sweet, meaningful and
joyous Peach.
Rabbi

6. The sixth plague was boils (sh’chir) - Exodus
9.8-12. This was an attack on Imhotep, who is
the god of medicine and wisdom.

President’s Message
As expected, Spring has arrived. It is
wonderful to see things greening up
and early Spring flowers adding to the
beauty of our Eastern Shore environment. We had a great March with the
exciting and rocking Gospel concert
that had been rescheduled from the
Susan and Barry Koh February Lecture
series, followed by a brilliant lecture
by Stuart Eisenstadt which we cosponsored and hosted with the Aspen Institute and followed
less than a week later with our Purim Celebration with
Rabbi Hyman’s special Megillah reading accented with
great music from the Max Murray Trio.

what is quickly becoming a not to be missed dinner with
friends followed by Shabbat Evening Service. We have
many great cooks in the congregation and dinner will
be a treat. The combination of good food and good
services are not to be missed.

At each event we are learning more about our new
building and how it works for small and large
audiences, and for meals and receptions. I am pleased
to report that we are loving how its spaces can be made
to serve events and services from intimate dinners to
full capacity concerts. It really is a great building to be
both wonderful in an intimate sanctuary environment
and a full building use. Thanks again to all of you who
contributed both funds and skills to build the building
which is now Temple B’nai Israel - The Satell Center for
Jewish Life on the Eastern Shore.

One more highlight to mention before I close. We have
scheduled a Cabaret Night complete with deli and
Klezmer at Temple on June 1st. Who doesn’t like Deli
and Klezmer? Please, please mark your calendars and
come.

We begin this month with a Pot Luck Dinner followed by
Friday Night services on April 5. I hope you will join

And then there is Passover. Passover starts on Friday
evening April 19th.
We will hold our first Passover
Seder in our building on Tuesday evening April 23rd.
Our amazing membership committee has stepped forward to help organize this catered event with music and
joy led by Rabbi Hyman. The timing is such that you
can have Seder with family on the weekend and again
with our Temple family on Tuesday evening.

And yet again a terrible sadness - 50 Muslim worshippers were killed as they prayed in two Mosques in New
Zealand. Our hearts go out to our local Muslim community and to Muslims and people of faith around the
world. We must work with all of our energy as individuals, as a congregation, and as a community to know
each other, to respect our likenesses and our
differences and to work for peace amongst all people.
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A letter from our Rabbi to our friends in the local Muslim community
Dear Friends,
As we prepare for Friday prayers, whether at the Mosque or at Temple, we are again confronted by the evil insanity of
intolerance, bigotry, and hate. The murder of 49 people along with those injured while praying at the two Mosques in
Christchurch, New Zealand is beyond heartbreaking and infuriating.
People of Faith and people of good will, irrespective of religious affiliation, must speak out publicly and take a strong
stand against such insane violence. Truth is, we are all brothers and sisters, born as tenants to share this earth and pass
it on to our future brothers and sisters.
I and the people in my Congregation send sincerest condolences to our friends and neighbors in the Muslim community.
We stand with you in the face of this despicable act. We will work to promote understanding and brotherhood and we will
stand together to confront intolerance, bigotry, and prejudice.
With deepest condolences,
Rabbi Peter E. Hyman

From the Executive Director
Spring is a time for new beginnings, and creating new life. Temple B’nai Israel is also beginning to
breathe new life into the organizational structure of our committees. We are now in the
process of
creating committees to begin planning for our new fiscal year that will begin in June. Joining a committee not only gives your voice to a part of Jewish life that interests you, but also creates relationship
among your Jewish family that may last your lifetime.
We have a variety of ways that men, women and our youth can participate in leadership roles or to give
their opinion and work together as a team. Look at these wonderful opportunities:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Programming- develops internal and external events and life-long learning opportunities
Membership-creates special programs for potential and new member events
Communications-Shofar, Website, Advertising, Photography, Videography, Sound System
Advancement- develops and implements a fundraising and planned giving plan
Social Action-devise a plan that encourages opportunities for action for all members
Hineni-organize meals and visits with members as needed
Oneg & Kiddush-organize volunteers for the weekly Shabbat Oneg or Kiddush

As you prepare your Passover meals with your families this month, please reflect on how you would like to join with
your Temple family through one (or more!) area of committee work. You may live on the shore full or part time, either
way, your experience is needed in person or by phone. We encourage you to share it with us!
L’Shalom, Lori

Alan Silbert passed away on March 3, 2019 and Temple B'nai Israel lost a dear member
and friend.
After over 32 years of moving from place to place for work, Alan and his beloved wife Judy
moved to Easton and immediately began giving their time and energy wherever it was
needed. They were the welcoming committee for Easton Club East, poll watchers and
volunteers for the Chesapeake Maritime Museum, the Waterfowl Festival, and many other
organizations.
They joined TBI and immediately became an integral part of the TBI community, always
available and ready to help. Alan was chairman of the Building & Grounds Committee for a
number of years. As a Board member he encouraged increased participation of members to build the same
sense of community he had during his involvement at Congregation B'nai Shalom in California. He said
"...they planned how they would take care of temple projects requiring attention. It was wonderful because of
the sense of camaraderie.”
Even during his illness Alan continued his job as High Holiday "traffic manager" for service participants.
His TBI family will miss him.
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A Passover Commentary
By Ariel Milan-Polisar , Women of Reform Judaism
There was a girl who used to journey from her home into the woods every day to pray. She would leave her house, walk
the long path winding through the trees, and pray to God. Upon finishing her prayer, she would walk the long path back
home. Since this was the girl’s daily ritual, her mother noticed and asked her, “Why do you go to the woods to pray? You
know, you can pray anywhere because God is the same everywhere.” The girl responded, “God might be the same, but
I’m not.”
The obvious lesson of this story is that there are different environments and places which help each of us reach God in a
special way, not because of God’s presence, but because of our own spiritual connections. I’ve heard this story time and
time again, and come up with this same message; however, this Passover I take another layer of meaning from it.
On Passover we recount the age-old story we know so well. Our story of redemption that we re-live every day in our liturgy as well as every year when we read the Book of Exodus. I’ve always wondered why we spend so much time on this
particular story. Why do we need to recount this redemption every day? From our story of the girl who prays in the woods
we learn that we, as humans, are different everywhere. But this also applies to time. Every time - day, week, month,
year - we hear a story, we take something new from it, because we are new. We are evolving. Every year when we hear
the Passover story we are in a different place in our lives to hear it and therefore can and should take new meaning from
it.
In this spirit, this year I offer a teaching about Passover that is new to me. In Psalm 118:5, we read, “In distress I called
on the Eternal, and the Eternal answered me and brought me relief.” In this verse “in distress” is a translation of
hametzar, from the same root as mitzrayim. In the Tanakh, we know mitzrayim as Egypt, but it’s literal translation is
“narrow place.” During Passover, we talk about ourselves as yatzah m’mitzrayim, brought out of Egypt, but what if we
used the more literal translation- brought out of a narrow place? Or if we used the translation from the psalm- brought
out of a place of distress? This Passover, I invite us all to think about the narrow places in which we find ourselves. What
would we need to bring ourselves out of that narrow place? As our psalm suggests, do we call out to God? From where do
we seek help?
Just as the little girl sought out what she needed from a spiritual place, may we all have the strength and courage to seek
out what we need this Passover, to learn a new lesson from this age-old story, and ask for the help we need to emerge
from our distress, our narrow place.

Putting the Seder into Perspective
Rabbi Shraga Simmons
The story is told of Dan and Bob, two homeless people who Bob takes a big piece. Then they serve a bowl of some
are talking one afternoon.
white vegetable and Bob heaps a big pile on his plate. He
stuffs his mouth full with it and ... FIRE!!! The horseradish
Dan says: "Do you know what tonight is? It's the holiday of
burns Bob's mouth and stomach, and he runs out of the
Passover. That's when the Jews have the Seder feast -- the
house screaming and cursing.
fine food and delicious wine -- all served in the most
elegant manner. I went to a Seder last year and it was Later that night, Bob and Dan meet up again. "I'm so mad
incredible. All you have to do is go to the
at you," shouts Bob. "You sent me to a Seder
synagogue tonight, and when the services are
and it was terrible."
over, someone will invite you to their home."
"What do you mean?" says Dan. "At my house,
That evening, the two friends stand in the back
they had incredible fish, soup, chicken, kugel
of the synagogue waiting. Sure enough, when
and dessert! All you had to do was hang in there
services are over, they each get invited to
and you'd have gotten yours, too!"
separate homes for the Seder. "Good luck," says
This story captures the theme of Passover night.
Dan, "you're gonna love it."
On one level, it is a metaphor for the dramatic
At the Seder, Bob is really excited. He's hungry
turnaround of events the Jews experienced in
and hasn't had a home-cooked meal in months. He can Egypt. They went from the bitterness of slavery to the
already smell the delicious food wafting from the kitchen. glory of freedom -- all in one day. So too, when we feel
He sits patiently as the family reads in a language he enslaved and in pain, remember that God can redeem us
doesn't understand. He's getting hungrier, but finally he in the blink of an eye.
sees a plate of food being passed around. But it's only little
On another level, this story is a good introduction to the
pieces of celery (for the "karpas")! After this, they go back
Seder itself. The Seder goes from bitter herbs to feast in a
to reading from the book.
matter of moments. For while the Haggadah may seem
An hour goes by and Bob is really hungry now. He's willing long at times, hang in there. Food is on the way!
to eat anything. Finally they pass around some Matzah and
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SONGS for PASSOVER
There’s No Seder Like Our Seder
(sung to the tune of “There’s No Business Like Show Business”)
There's no seder like our seder,
There's no seder I know.
Everything about it is halachic
Nothing that the Torah won't allow.
Listen how we read the whole Haggadah
It's all in Hebrew 'cause we know how.
There's no Seder like our seder,
We tell a tale that is swell.
Moses took the people out into the heat
They baked the matzah while on their feet.
Now isn't that a story that just can't be beat?
Let's go on with the show!

A Few of My Favorite Things
(sung to the tune of "These are a Few of My Favorite Things")
Cleaning and cooking and so many dishes
Out with the hametz, no pasta, no knishes
Fish that's gefilted, horseradish that stings
These are a few of our passover things
Matzoh and karpas and chopped up haroset
Shankbones and kiddish and yiddish neuroses
Tante who kvetches and uncle who sings
These are a few of our Passover things
Matzoh and moror and trouble with Pharoahs
Famines and locusts and slaves with wheelbarrows
Matzah balls floating and eggshells that cling
These are a few of our Passover things
When the plagues strike
When the lice bite
When we're feeling sad
We simply remember our Passover things
And then we don't feel so bad

Take Me Out To The Seder
(sung to the tune of, of course, “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”)
Take me out to the Seder
Take me out with the crowd.
Feed me on matzoh and chicken legs,
I don't care for the hard-boiled eggs.
And its root, root, root for Elijah
That he will soon reappear.
And let's hope, hope, hope that we'll meet once again next year!
Take me out to the Seder
Take me out with the crowd.
Read the Haggadah, don't skip a word.
Please hold your talking, We want to be heard.
And let’s, root, root, root for the leader
That he will finish his spiel
So we can nosh, nosh, nosh and by-gosh and let's eat the meal!!!
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A British Jew is waiting in line to be knighted by the Queen. He is to kneel in front of her and recite a sentence in
Latin when she taps him on the shoulders with her sword. However, when his turn comes, he panics in the
excitement of the moment and forgets the Latin. Then, thinking fast, he recites the only other sentence he knows
in a foreign language, which he remembers from the Passover seder:
"Ma nishtana ha layla ha zeh mi kol ha laylot."
Puzzled, Her Majesty turns to her advisor and whispers, "Why is this knight different from all other knights?"
The Jews are camped in front of the Red Sea. They see the Egyptian chariots approaching. Moses turns to his PR
man.
Moses - "Nu, where are those boats you got us?"
PR Guy - "Boats? You didn't say anything about boats."
Moses - "So what do you want I should do? Part the waters and we can all just walk across?"
PR Guy - "If you can swing that, I'll get you your own chapter in the Bible!"
Abe goes to see his boss and says, "we're doing some heavy house-cleaning at home tomorrow for Pesach and
my wife needs me to help with the attic and the garage, moving and hauling stuff."
"We're short-handed, Abe," the boss replies. "I just can't give you the day off."
"Thanks, boss." says Abe, "I knew I could count on you!"
A little boy once returned home from Hebrew school and his father asked, "what did you learn today?"
He answered, "The Rabbi told us how Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt."
"How?"
The boy said "Moses was a big strong man and he beat Pharoah up. Then while he was down, he got all the
people together and ran towards the sea. When he got there, he has the Corps of Engineers build a huge pontoon bridge. Once they got on the other side, they blew up the bridge while the Egyptians were trying to cross."
The father was shocked. "Is that what the Rabbi taught you?"
The boy replied, "No. But you'd never believe the story he DID tell us!"

Click on these to view some Passover videos

“Leavened” , a parody of Irving Berlin’s
“Cheek to Cheek”

“Passover Rhapsody”, a parody of
“Bohemian Rhapsody”

Can you find the afikomen?
Find the afikomen hidden somewhere in this Shofar.
If you find it, contact Nancy. We’ll pull names from a hat in the case of multiple
submissions. The winner gets a Dunkin Donuts gift card.

NOTE: It is not the one in the “Leavened” video

6

Purim - TBI STYLE
We held our first Purim service in the new building, and as expected it was not just a Megillah reading.
It was a production, a performance, and a traditional service. Rabbi Hymn spoke of the basic Purim story
and reminded us that “it is important to have a moment not only to be joyful and joyous, but to
really be able to rejoice in the celebration at some point. Not every religious holiday needs to be
somber. You can be sanctified and you can be holy and still laugh.”
Following some jokes by several congregants, Rabbi Bienstock chanted the traditional story of Esther in
Hebrew from the Megillah. Rabbi Hyman then presented his own special Megillah reading that we enjoy
every year, the one with the modern touch, accompanied by snippets of musical standards, including “If I
Were a Rich Man,” “New York, New York,” “Killing Me Softly,” “Brahms Lullaby” and “Happy Days Are
Here Again”, performed by the jazz trio of Max Murray (bass), Fred Hughes (keyboard), and Frank Russo
(drums). The celebration ended with the traditional Hamentashen Oneg.
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Susan & Barry Koh Lecture/Concert Series
The Evolution of Gospel Music
The final concert of the series featured Richard and Leroy Potter and members of the Union Baptist Church
Choir. Richard delivered a history of Gospel music as it evolved from the early 1900’s to the present, with
a number of fine soloists presenting songs of that musical genre. The finale was a series of rousing Gospel
renditions by the choir.

Click the images below to hear two of the outstanding soloists, or visit the Temple’s Facebook page.

Monte Henry

Helen Becket

Seeking Volunteers for Community Service
On the third Wednesday morning of each month at 9:15, a group of volunteers from
TACL gather at the Friends Meetinghouse in Easton to pack bag lunches for identified
families in the area in need of help. We pack and deliver the lunches in about 90
minutes. Sue Kopen has volunteered for this project for about thirteen years. She
currently has help from three congregants, but two to four more volunteers would be
wonderful. Please call Nancy Cummings at Temple if you are interested in participating
in this community service project. Your participation will be greatly appreciated.

Photos by Alan Mickelson
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Friday, April 5, 6:00 p.m. Pot luck supper prior to the Shabbat service. Please bring
any food that needs to be heated to the Temple by 5:15. Click on this link to RSVP and
sign-up for a food item: https://bit.ly/2SPNHWv or contact Nancy at the Temple office.



Saturday, April 13, 7:00 p.m. Talbot Interfaith Shelter Lip Sync Battle
Waterfowl Building, 40 S. Harrison St., Easton. An entertaining fund-raising event benefitting the Shelter.
Ten local groups are performing. Visit http://www.talbotinterfaithshelter.org/LipSyncBattle.html
Click on this image to view a video featuring TBI’s own Lesley Israel.



Tuesday, April 23, 6:00 p.m. Congregational Passover Seder, catered by Blue Heron Catering. Please
return the registration form that you will receive in the mail, along with payment, prior to April 16, 2019
to Temple.



Sunday, May 5. Annual Meeting followed by Third Annual Membership Appreciation Event



Saturday, June 1, 6:00-10:00 p.m.
Join with friends and family for

Night

Jazz and Klezmer by the fabulous Seth Kibel Music
Jewish Deli catered by Rosenfelds of Ocean City
Reservation info coming soon …”Come to the Cabaret”
Co-chairs: Cheryl Kramer and Loretta Quigley
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Onegs and Kiddushes
All Temple members are encouraged to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush Luncheon. Our membership is growing
and this is the perfect opportunity for all to participate and contribute to Temple services. This is also a
great way to celebrate a special occasion in your life such as a birthday or anniversary.
Sharing the responsibility makes hosting easier and more enjoyable. We encourage those of you that have
hosted in the past to invite new members to host with you. Participation enhances a sense of belonging.
To sign up or if you have any questions, contact Nancy in the Temple office (410-822-0553)

Thanks to Our Oneg and Kiddush Hosts
We would like to thank all the members who have contributed to the Temple by volunteering to host Onegs and
Kiddush luncheons. Your generosity brings the community closer together and is much appreciated. We encourage
all members to consider hosting as there are plenty of available dates.
March Hosts
Saturday, March 2_____________Leon and Melissa Kirszenbaum
Friday, March 8_______________Belinda Frankel
Saturday, March 16____________Barbara Portnoy Spector
Friday, March 22______________Susan Silver
Saturday, March 30____________Cheryl Kramer

If you have a simcha, a photo you'd like to share, or an article you’d like to submit, please send
it to the Temple office or email srsand@atlanticbb.net.
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April 2019
Sun

7
Religious School
9:30 a.m.

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
Torah Class
12:00-1:00 p.m.

4

5
Pot Luck Dinner
followed by
Shabbat/
Birthday Service
5:30-7:00

6

8
Communications
Meeting
2:00 p.m.

9
Advancement
Meeting
4:00-5:00 p.m.

10
Torah Class
12:00-1:00 p.m.

11

12

13
Shabbat Service
10:00-11:00 am

17
Torah Class
12:00-1:00 p.m.

18

19
Erev Pesach
1st night seder

20
Pesach
2nd night seder

Executive
Meeting
5:00-6:00 p.m.
14
Religious School
9:30 a.m.
Board Meeting
10:00-12:00

15

16

21
NO Religious
School

22

23
Congregational
Seder
6:00-7:00 p.m.

28
Religious School
9:30 a.m.

29

30

Shabbat Service
5:00-6:00 p.m.
24
Torah Class
12:00-1:00 p.m.

25
Pesach Yizkor
Service
10:30-11:30
a.m.

26

27
Shabbat Service
10:00-11:00 am
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