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7199 Tristan Drive 

Easton, MD 21601 

 410-822-0553 

Rabbi Peter E. Hyman 

June 2019/Iyar-Sivan 5779     bnaiisraeleaston.org        temple18@goeaston.net 

THE SHOFARTHE SHOFAR  

 
Religious Services 

 
Saturday, June 8, 10:00 am 
 Erev Shavuot  
 Torah Portion:Bamidbar  
  Numbers 1:1-4:20  
 Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-22 
 
Friday, June 14, 5:00 pm 
 Shabbat in the Park & Pot Luck Supper 
 Oxford Park 
 Torah Portion:Nasso  
  Numbers 4:21-7:89  
 Haftarah: Judges 13:2-5 
 
Saturday, June 22, 10:00 am 
 Torah Portion:Beha'alotcha  
  Numbers 8:1-12:15  
 Haftarah: Zechariah 2:14-4:7 
 
Friday, June 28, 6:00 pm 
 Torah Portion:Shelach  
  Numbers 13:1-15:41  
 Haftarah: Joshua 2:1-24 
 

Temple B’nai Israel 
 
Rabbi Peter E. Hyman 

Board of Directors and Officers: 

   President - Elaine Friedman      

   Vice President - Dennis Podolny 

   Secretary - Liz LaCorte 

   Treasurer - David Miller 

   Board Members: 

     Bruce Bernard Lesley Israel 

     Carole Brown  Barry Koh 

     Emily Callahan Cheryl Kramer 

     Meryle Dunlap  Stephen Sand 

     Belinda Frankel Susan Silver 

     Jody Florkewicz 

           Arna Meyer Mickelson (IPP) 

Shofar Editors: Stephen & Jean Sand 

       

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 
            

   2019 Hal Israel Memorial Lecture 

 

The Hal Israel Memorial Lecture has been for many 

years an engaging and substantive component of the 

dynamic programming opportunities we enjoy at Tem-

ple B'nai Israel. This year is no exception! 

 

I am delighted to inform you that on Tuesday evening 

June 4 at 7:00 PM, TBI welcomes Rabbi Sir David 

Rosen, who will be speaking on:  

        THE PHARISEES, THE VATICAN: RE-ENVISIONING THE IMAGE 

 

Rabbi Rosen is the former Chief Rabbi of Ireland and is the Internation-

al Director of Interreligious Affairs of AJC and Director of its Heilbrunn 

Institute for International Interreligious Understanding. 

 

He is a past chairman of the IJCIC, the International Jewish Committee 

on Interreligious Consultations, the broad-based coalition of Jewish  

organizations representing World Jewry to other religions. 

 

Rabbi Rosen is Honorary Advisor on Interfaith Relations to the Chief 

Rabbinate of Israel, serves on its Commission for Interreligious        

Dialogue, and represents the Chief Rabbinate on the Council of Reli-

gious Institutions of the Holy Land. 

 

He is an International President of Religions for Peace; Honorary Presi-

dent of the International Council of Christians and Jews (ICCJ); serves 

on the Executive of the World Council of Religious Leaders (WCORL); 

and is a member of the Elijah Institute‘s World Board of Religious Lead-

ers. He is a founder of the Interreligious  Coordinating Council in Israel 

that embraces some seventy organizations in Israel involved in inter-

faith relations (ICCI). 

 

Rabbi Rosen was a member of the Permanent Bilateral Commission of 

the State of Israel and the Holy See that negotiated the establishment 

of full diplomatic normalization of relations between the two. He has 

served as a member of the Advisory Committee of the World Congress 

of Imams and Rabbis and of the World Economic Forum’s C-100, a 

council of 100 leaders formed for the purpose of improving relations 

and cooperation between the Muslim and non-Muslim worlds. Rabbi 

Rosen also serves on the board of directors of  the King Abdullah Bin 

Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural     

Dialogue.  

 

http://www.bnaiisraeleaston.org/
mailto:temple18@goeaston.net
http://urj.org/index.cfm?
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President’s Message 

Thank you all for a vote of confidence in electing me your new president.  First, I want to 

thank Arna Meyer-Mickelson, Norman Bell, Steve Gervis, Ron Rothman and Anne Smith for 

their hard work and dedication to the Temple. I also want to welcome Meryle Dunlap,    

Stephen Sand, Emily Callahan, David Miller, and Carole Brown as new board members.  I 

think we are very lucky to have such excellent representatives. 

 

As before, I ask you to let me know what your priorities and requests are.  We can  only 

move forward as a team if we know what congregants want.  I thank those of you who 

have already contacted me with suggestions. 

 

We have many wonderful things to look forward to in the coming year.  I know that the Cabaret will be a huge  

success.  I am looking forward to seeing you all there.  The committee has been working incredibly hard to make it 

a fantastic evening of deli food and music. 

 

Let’s continue to be a welcoming family as we grow and flourish. 

 

Shalom, Elaine 

In November 2005, he was made a papal Knight Commander of the Order of St Gregory the Great for his contribu-

tion to promoting Catholic-Jewish reconciliation and in 2010 was made a CBE (Commander of the British Empire) 

by H.M. Queen Elizabeth II for his contribution to interfaith relations. 

 

In addition to honorary doctorates, Rabbi Rosen is the recipient of various awards including the Archbishop of    

Canterbury’s Hubert Walter Award for Reconciliation and Dialogue Cooperation, the Raphael Lemkin Award for    

Human Rights, the Search for Common Ground Award for Interfaith Dialogue, and the Festival of Faiths’ Lifetime 

Achievement Award. 

 

It will be a joy and delight to welcome Rabbi Sir David Rosen to Easton and Temple B'nai Israel. This is a lecture 

you don't want to miss. 

 

Executive Director Letter 

May 1 marked the beginning of our new fiscal year at Temple, and for some, the informal begin-

ning of summer. It’s also an important date for us, as we have officially resided in our beautiful 

new home for one year. The American Institute of Architects (AIA) Chesapeake recently selected 

Temple as a shining example of a project that was well managed by the client, architect, and 

construction firm. In fact, last year our building received the “Best in Class” award. 

The members of AIA Chesapeake gathered at Temple for a presentation and tour of our         

facilities. Each presentation discussed how one of the most important points of success of the 

building was the strong relationship developed by your Building Committee, Levin/Brown and 

Associates, and Willow Construction. The ability to discuss issues together, present options when there were    

obstacles, and to have a decisive Building Committee to continually move the project forward, were all seen as 

tremendous assets.  

Kudos to your Building Committee, chaired by Frank Menditch and Arna Mickelson, and the following members; 

Norman Bell, Bruce Bernard, Jeanne Bernard, George Carlson, Lynda Carlson, Elaine Friedman, Steve Gervis, 

Rabbi Hyman, Jan Kirsch, Barry Koh, Dennis Podolny, Barbara Portnoy-Levine, and Pat Strongin. 

Committee work is an important opportunity for members of Temple B’nai Israel. It is an opportunity for you to 

form a deeper connection to Jewish friends, to participate more fully in Jewish life and to advance Jewish       

principles for those that will succeed us. As we move forward into our new fiscal year, please consider joining a 

committee that is of interest to you and your family.  

Temple B’nai Israel - The Satell Center for Jewish Life is a beautifully constructed building, but it requires all of us 

to devote our time, talent, and treasure, to fully bring the Temple to life. 

Shalom, Lori 
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Holiday of the Month - Shavuot 
 
Shavuot Customs and Rituals  (from the Union for Reform Judaism) 
 

In modern times, Jews can no longer bring the first fruits of their harvest to the Temple in Jerusalem, and 

thus there are no particular mitzvot or commandments associated with Shavuot.  There are, however,      

several rituals that are traditional components of celebrating the holiday. 

 

Many people stay up all night studying Torah. These events, known as Tikkun Leil Shavuot, which literally 

means “Rectification for Shavuot Night,” are understood as the custom of studying with a community in 

order to re-experience standing at Mount Sinai, where the Jewish people received the Torah. The Tikkun Leil 

Shavuot was developed by 16th century mystics in Safed, who believed that by studying on Shavuot, they 

were symbolically preparing Israel to enter into a sacred relationship with God. Modern interpretations and 

versions of this practice include study on a wide range of topics. 

 

For early Zionists, who deemphasized the religious elements of Judaism to     

focus on its cultural aspects, the obvious direction for Shavuot in Israel was the 

restoration of its biblical format. For years, First Fruits Festivals were held on 

kibbutzim, featuring elaborate pageants and parades, displays of fruits, tractors 

and babies, and joyous singing and dancing.  Urban dwellers also marked the 

holiday with first-fruit pageants and celebrations of second-graders receiving 

their first Bible text. 

 

Over time, the divide has blurred, and in recent years, Tikkunim have become extremely popular for Israeli 

Jews.  In Jerusalem, one can spend the whole night wandering from tikkun to tikkun, which are held in 

homes, synagogues, community centers, and educational institutions of every religious and ideological     

flavor.  Most of these gatherings use the name, but ignore the traditional format.  They simply are evenings 

of study for the sake of study and fellowship, and the various themes and topics they address are endless.  

It also is customary to eat dairy foods on Shavuot because Jewish tradition compares the words of Torah to 

the sweetness of milk and honey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your high school physics teachers may have taught that the smallest subatomic particles 

are the protons and neutrons.  That was what they thought was true until Dr. Murray 

Gell-Mann showed otherwise. 

 

Gell-Mann, the American Jewish physicist who first theorized the existence of particles 

that exist inside the protons and neutrons, died May 24 at age 89. Born Sept. 15, 1929, 

in New York City, the youngest son of immigrants from Austria, he was considered one 

of the most important physicists of the 20th century.  

 

In the 1960's he theorized that protons and neutrons were composed of paired subunits he called quarks, a 

name he got from a line from James Joyce’s poem Finnegan’s Wake ("Three quarks for Muster Mark").      

Experiments later confirmed their existence. It was Dr. Gell-Mann who came up with a   

criteria for putting elementary atomic particles in groups of eight, known as the "eight-fold 

way", based on characteristics including electric charge and spin, for which he won the 

1969 Nobel Prize in physics. 

 

Hirosi Ooguri, Director of The Walter Burke Institute for Theoretical Physics, wrote “Dr. Gell

-Mann had this clear vision and penetrating insight to look through the large amounts of 

data that were coming from experiments and make sense of it. He opened a new paradigm 

in particle physics.” 

Tidbits of Jewish History 

Murray Gell-Mann (1929-2019) 

http://www.reformjudaism.org/tikkun-leil-shavuot-videos-and-study-guides
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 June 4, 7:00 pm: Hal Israel Memorial Lecture - Rabbi David Rosen will be speaking on THE PHARISEES, 

THE VATICAN: RE-ENVISIONING THE IMAGE 

 June 8, 10:00 am: Join us for Shabbat and Kiddush as we welcome guest Cantor Lisa Levine 

 June 13, 1:00 pm: Temple Movie Matinee, Cabaret 

 June 14, 5:00 pm: Shabbat in the Park (Oxford) & Pot Luck Supper 

 June 21, 10:00 am: Temple Games Day - LEARN TO PLAY CANASTA! 

 June 26, 10:30 am: Temple Book Club - A discussion of Waking Lions, by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen 

Onegs and Kiddushes 

All Temple members are encouraged to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush Luncheon. Our membership is growing 

and this is the perfect opportunity for all to participate and contribute to Temple services. This is also a 

great way to celebrate a special occasion in your life such as a birthday or anniversary. 

 

To sign up or if you have any questions, contact the Temple office (410-822-0553)  

Thanks to Our Oneg and Kiddush Hosts 

We would like to thank all the members who have contributed to the Temple by volunteering to host Onegs and 
Kiddush luncheons. Your generosity brings the community closer together and is much appreciated. We encourage 
all members to consider hosting as there are plenty of available dates.  

May Hosts 

Friday, May 3, Oneg Pre-Nosh______________Susan Koh and Paula Bell 

Saturday, May 11, Kiddush Luncheon________Lesley Israel 

Friday, May 17, Oneg ____________________Judy and Robert Amdur 

Friday, May 31, Oneg ____________________Bruce and Jean Bernard 

Linda Kapesser and sisters 

Ruth Saff 

Be a part of Temple Life...Join a Committee! 
 

Joining a committee gives you an opportunity to meet new friends and connect yourself to the Temple in 

another meaningful way. Committees generally meet once a month, headed by a Chair, and have a commit-

tee member at all Board meetings. Serving on a committee is a fun way to meet other members who have 

your same interests. 

 

We will be highlighting one committee a month in The Shofar, which will provide you with an overview of 

their mission, their work and the level of engagement required. Current Temple B’nai Israel Committees  

include: Advancement (fund raising), Communications, Finance, Fine Arts, Hineni, Membership, Program-

ming, Religious Practices, Religious School, and Social Action. Please consider where your interests align 

with one of these committees and call your new President, Elaine Friedman, to volunteer. 
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TEMPLE GAMES DAY 

       LEARN TO PLAY CANASTA! 
 
Join your Temple friends for a fun time learning how to play Canasta from our own 
Canasta Master, Susan Silver. We will have three tables ready for play.  All you 
have to do is RSVP to Nancy at the Temple office to reserve your chair. 
 
Beware, Canasta easily becomes an addiction and you too may soon be wearing a 
shirt like this one! 
 

   ENGAGE YOUR BRAIN AND LEARN A GAME! 
  FRIDAY, JUNE 21ST FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEMPLE BOOK CLUB SELECTION 
Waking Lions, by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen 

 
“Begins with such velocity that you can’t put it down.” 
-The Guardian 
 
“Vividly imagined, clever and morally ambiguous…A smart and disturbing          
exploration of the high price of walking away.” 
-Maureen Corrigan, NPR’s Fresh Air 
 
Appealing to men and women alike, this month’s selection for the Temple Book 
Club follows Dr. Eitan Green, who has the perfect life - married to a beautiful    
police officer and father of two young boys. Then one night, speeding along a   
deserted moonlit road after an exhausting hospital shift, he hits someone. Seeing 
that the man, an African migrant, is beyond help, he flees the scene. 

 
It is a decision that changes everything. Because the dead man’s widow knows what happened, 
and her price for silence is not money. It is something else entirely, something that will shatter  
Eitan’s safe existence and take him into a world of secrets and lies. 
 

JOIN US AT TEMPLE ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26TH AT 10:30 A.M. 
FOR COFFEE & NOSH & CONVERSATION 

(AND… IT’S OK IF YOU DIDN’T READ THE BOOK!) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Cabaret Night, 

6-9 pm 

Reservations  

Required 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

Hal Israel  

Memorial  

Lecture 

 

Guest Speaker, 

Rabbi David 

Rosen 

7:00-8:30 pm 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

Erev Shavuot 

 

Shabbat/

Birthday Service 

10:00-11:00 am 

 

Guest Cantor 

Lisa Levine 

9 

Shavuot 

 

10 

Shavuot Yizkor 

Service 

10:30-11:30 am 

 

Communications 

Meeting 

2:00 pm 

11 12 13 

 

14 

Shabbat in the 

Park & Pot Luck 

Supper 

 

Oxford Park 

5:00-6:00 pm 

 

15 

 

16 

 

 

 

17 

 

18 

Advancement 

Meeting 

4:00-5:00 pm 

Executive  

Meeting 

5:00-6:00 pm 

19 20 21 

 

 

 

22 

Robert Saff 

Bar Mitzvah and 

Shabbat Service 

10:00-11:00 am 

23 

Board Meeting 

10:00-11:00 am 

 

 

24 

 

25 26 

 

27 28 

Shabbat Service 

6:00-7:00 pm 

29 

 

 

 

 

30       

 June 2019 
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Calendar July 2019 - June 2020 

Note: the Religious School  schedule will be announced in a future Shofar 
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Our Advertisers 


