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Let me begin this month's message by thanking all
those who worked so diligently and so tirelessly to
ensure that our Temple Passover Seder was
delicious, edifying and fulfilling. We are so grateful to
Nancy Cummings, Lori Ramsey and the indefatigably
dynamic Membership Committee who went above
and beyond their regular responsibilities to ensure
that all 95 participants joyfully and happily fulfilled
the mitzvah of the Seder.
At one point during the course of our Seder, a guest approached me
and asked, " Rabbi, why are there so many blessings? Is it really
necessary to recite the prayer over wine four times? Would one
recitation not suffice?"
While I recognized that this comment was less a question and more
a complaint, I responded, nevertheless. I reminded the questioner,
the Haggadah explains that we say the brachah and drink a cup of
wine in response to the four statements of Israelite liberation stated
in the Torah; those four passages reminding us of God's willingness
to rescue and deliver the Israelites from the degradation and humiliation of slavery. We offer these brachot as a sign of thanksgiving.
They serve as audible reminders of our appreciation for the liberation that our ancestors experienced and that we enjoy as citizens in
this country.
The questioner replied, "Yes...I understand...but I still think once
would suffice."
I smiled and turned my attention to the gefilte fish...
You know, Judaism is a religion based on gratitude. We articulate
that gratitude through blessings...brachot - the blessings that we
recite daily. And, as you know, there is a blessing for everything.
Jewish tradition assigns a blessing for the most remarkable moments
in our lives as well as to the most mundane. Indeed, the Talmud
teaches, daily, each person is expected to recite 100 blessings. Each
and every one of these brachot remind us to be grateful.
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There is a blessing that acknowledges the ultimate Source for the food we eat, the prosperity we enjoy, the wonder and beauty of nature surrounding us. There is a bracha recited for our family, through which and by which we
are so blessed. There is a brachah for our very lives.
There is a message contained in all these brachot. Indeed there is an ethical system implied in the prayers we recite daily. Judaism teaches us ethics. The brachot we recite speak of right and wrong. Judaism teaches that God
sees our actions. Judaism begins with the message that every human being is created in the image of God. God
expects us to act morally and behave ethically. To do otherwise is an affront to God.
Judaism teaches us self-discipline. Self control is a central message of Jewish teaching. While everything is possible not everything is permissible. Rabbi Ben Zoma taught many centuries ago, “Azeh hu Gibor? Hakovesh et
Yitzro.” “Who is strong? Whoever controls their urges.”
Judaism teaches us how to be holy. Jewish tradition and ritual remind us that there is more to life than the material world, our bodies, our possessions and our things. Judaism provides us a structure by which and through
which we develop a world view that sees the sacred elements in all of creation. That is the purpose and function of
Jewish ritual...to help us see the world as sacred and sanctified...to recognize that life and all of life is holy.
Judaism encourages community. Our wonderful Seder serves to underscore this notion. We are connected by belief, practices and place. Yes, place. Our magnificent new building stands as testimony to the truth of this assertion. I suspect, that for all 95 of us who experienced the Seder in the new building, a compelling reason for participating was indeed to experience a community celebration in our community's new home.
So yes, next Pesach and for all the Pesachs to come, we will continue to recite the blessing over wine four times.
There is a reason, a purpose and a message contained in these recitations. May we so live that our actions show
that we have learned the lessons and our behaviors reveal the wisdom of our learning.

President’s Message

I

t’s a time for looking back and
looking forward. At the end of this
week we will hold our Annual Meeting.
A new slate of officers and Board
members will begin. Some have
served for many years and bring continuity and experience and others will
be just beginning their tenure and will
bring new ideas and energy. The
Temple will be well served.
Some who have served with me these past two years
will, with me, also retire from the Board this week.
Norman Bell has served on the Campaign and Building Committees and as Treasurer. He brought experience, structure, and competence to his work and
steered us through the expanded role of Treasurer
during the campaign and construction. Steve Gervis
retires, like Norm, with 8 years of commitment to the
governance of the Temple. He served on our
religious school, construction, and security committees, bringing his commitment to Jewish life and his
professional experience to his Temple leadership.

Ron Rothman has served on the Board since joining
the Temple just a few years ago. Ron served on the
committee that developed and interpreted the
congregation’s survey. He also served as liaison for
publicity and material development as we prepared
to open our new building. Ron has brought an
experienced, thoughtful, and planning voice to the
Board. I have been lucky to serve with all of you.
It was also my pleasure to serve with a committed,
capable and caring Board of Directors these past 8
years and as President for the last two. I am proud
of all that we have accomplished together.
With capable and committed leadership, Rabbi, Lori
and Nancy, and a Congregation with expertise,
caring and commitment, the Temple will go from
strength to strength. Thank you for allowing me to
serve as President these past two years.
Arna
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Executive Director’s Letter
As we honor the heroism and memory of Lori Gilbert-Kaye from Congregation
Chabad in Poway, we also look inward toward our Congregation, and our own safety
and security. You may be interested in knowing what measures are in place at
Temple B’nai Israel to ensure that the type of incidents that took place in Pittsburgh
and Poway do not occur here. While it is impossible to protect ourselves from all situations, your Safety & Security Committee has been and is actively working to create
a strong plan.
Currently, we have five outside security cameras that cover each entry/exit area. We
are in the process of installing three more interior cameras, and gaining 24-hour remote access for
Temple leadership and the Easton Police Department.
We also have panic buttons installed in key locations, and each of the religious school teachers has a
panic button “necklace” in their classroom. On all days when the Temple is in use, the inner lock is
engaged. Visitors are buzzed in after speaking with our office manager, or cleared by me on service or
special event days. Once all members are inside the sanctuary for services, the second lock is
engaged, and I maintain a watch for new arrivals, while I am wearing the panic button necklace at all
times.
We have asked for and received police presence during special events, High Holy Days, and religious
school. We are now also requesting patrols during regular weekly Services.
On April 17, the Easton Police Department conducted a Commercial Security Survey of Temple B’nai
Israel. The Safety & Security Committee is reviewing this report to see what measures can be immediately implemented.
On the safety front, we now have an automated external defibrillator (AED) on site, as well as eight
Stop the Bleed tourniquet kits, that were kindly donated to us by the Talbot County Public Health
Department. You will soon see many training dates listed in the weekly announcements, and we
encourage all members to attend. Trainings will include the following: AED/CPR, Stop the Bleed
(tourniquets), NARCAN, and Active Shooter.
In addition, we are in the process of scheduling a joint meeting with the Easton Police Department and
Easton Volunteer Fire Department, to create an incident command plan in case there is any type of
emergency situation at the Temple. This will ensure that all emergency personnel are working together,
and understand where incident command will be located, the staging of all emergency response units,
and reconciliation points.
Finally, later this month, representatives from the Safety & Security Committee will be attending a security planning and preparedness conference in Baltimore.
The security and safety of all of our members and guests is assessed on a daily basis, and is of the
highest priority. If you have any further questions, concerns or comments, please do not hesitate to call
me at the Temple office.
Shalom,
Lori Ramsey
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LEARN ABOUT OUR COMMITTEES
Communications Committee

Our committee members meet monthly at the Temple to discuss items of interest or concern in a collaborative way to reach resolution. We seek volunteers and/or make assignments as needed.
Stephen and Jean Sand, who joined our congregation in 2014, stepped up immediately to edit the Shofar,
bringing years of experience from their last synagogue, coincidentally named Temple B’nai Israel.
Mary Whitehead, former Shofar editor, Stephen and Jean proofread all communications before they are
disseminated to the congregation.
Alan Mickelson is our photographer. He chronicled the birth of our new Temple from “the Temple on the
Mount” pre-construction, through steel-raising, carpet laying & signage. He also provided a wonderful
photographic journal for the Israel’s of the event held in their honor. Alan attends all significant events held
at the Temple to record them for our members. His photos appear in the Shofar, Facebook and our Website.
Jeff Barron monitors our ads in the Star Democrat and is a continuing source of new ideas to enhance our
value to the membership.
Elaine Friedman can put our ideas in historical context. Her years of membership in TBI and her attendance
at Union for Reform Judaism conferences can teach us what does and does not work on the Eastern Shore
and in the greater world.
Susan Koh’s encyclopedic knowledge of TBI membership enables her to suggest sources for specific tasks.
Susan keeps us current on the activities of the Membership Committee of which she is chairperson. She
authors articles for the Shofar, including member profiles.
Nancy Cummings is the funnel through which all information flows. She will let us know what she hears from
members and what issues we need to address – what is working and what isn’t.
We encourage and welcome new committee members with skills and interests in writing, photography, public
relations, marketing, and graphic design/layout. Please call Susan Silver to let her know you will be joining
us.
Susan Silver, Committee Chair

Afikomen Found!
The Shofar editors are pleased to announce that
Susan Koh wins the prize for finding the afikomen.
Here it is, hidden on the wall behind the piano.

4

P OT LU C K D I N N E R

Photos by Alan Mickelson
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THE FIRST SEDER IN OUR NEW HOME
“Before we start the Seder, let’s all stand and acknowledge this Shehecheyanu moment.” With these words, Rabbi
Hyman began the first Seder in our new home. Just about 100 congregants and friends sat down to retell the story
of our exodus from Egypt as guests at each table read from the Haggadah. The Irvin and Gertrude Miller Community Room provided a wonderful setting with the late afternoon sun illuminating the tastefully decorated tables
accented by gorgeous orchid plants. Each table had its own Seder plate prepared by the Membership Committee.
Blue Heron Caterers served the traditional Seder meal with a choice of entree that was enjoyed by everyone. The
matzo ball soup and the jellied fruit slices were the topic of conversation at many tables as guests recalled their
own family Seders.
Comments from many congregants at the Seder centered on how happy everyone was to be together as a
community in this wonderful new building and be able to celebrate this occasion as a congregational family.
Susan Koh

“The first celebration of
Passover in our new home
was a sincere pleasure”

“Many thanks to the Membership Committee for
planning this splendid event.”

“The new building exceeds
our expectations at such
gatherings.”

“Grandma would have
been proud of the
traditional seder meal.”

Photos by Alan Mickelson

Carole Brown’s Fig & Coconut Charoset
½ lb.
½ lb.
1 Cup
1 Cup
1 Cup

Dates-Chopped
Dried Figs-Chopped
Grated Coconut
Dried Apricots-Chopped
Plum Preserves (Damson)

1 tsp
½ tsp
1 Cup
1 Cup

Cinnamon
Ground Cloves
Sweet Red Wine-Manishewicz
Almonds or Pecans-Chopped

Cook all ingredients, except nuts, for about 30 minutes in covered saucepan. Add small amounts of
water, if needed. Remove from heat. When mixture is just warm to the touch, add nuts. Enjoy!
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Onegs and Kiddushes
All Temple members are encouraged to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush Luncheon. Our membership is growing
and this is the perfect opportunity for all to participate and contribute to Temple services. This is also a
great way to celebrate a special occasion in your life such as a birthday or anniversary.
To sign up or if you have any questions, contact Linda Kappesser (linda_kapp@yahoo.com) or Nancy in the
Temple office (410-822-0553)

Leslie Israel

Thanks to Our Oneg and Kiddush Hosts
We would like to thank all the members who have contributed to the Temple by volunteering
to host Onegs and Kiddush luncheons. Your generosity brings the community closer together
and is much appreciated. We encourage all members to consider hosting as there are plenty
of available dates.
April Hosts
Friday, April 5th, Potluck____________________ Susan Koh and Linda Kappesser
Saturday, April 13th________________________Lori Ramsey
Saturday, April 27__________________________Rabbi Hyman

Tuesday, June 4, 7:00 p.m.

2019 Hal Israel Memorial Lecture

The guest speaker is Rabbi David Rosen. Rabbi Rosen is the former Chief Rabbi of
Ireland and currently serves as the Director of the American Jewish Committee’s
Department of Interreligious Affairs and the Robert and Harriet Heilbronn Institute for
International Interreligious Understanding.
It will be an honor to host Rabbi Rosen and welcome him here.
More information will be forthcoming.
Many thanks to Lesley and Fred Israel for sponsoring this important lecture.
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Lag B'Omer Cookout

When: Thursday - May 23, 2019
Time 5:30 PM
Where: Under the Temple B'nai Israel Pergola
Menu: Hamburgers & Hotdogs grilled by our own Master Chefs
What To Bring: Condiments, Salads, Desserts, Drinks
RSVP: Nancy @ 410-822-0553 Please tell her what you are bringing.
What is Lag B’Omer?
Lag B’Omer is the 33rd day of the Omer. The Omer is counted for 49 days between the end of Passover and
the beginning of Shavuot. Counting of the Omer derives from the practice of counting the days from the
barley offering at the Temple to the day of the wheat offering on Shavuot. The holiday celebrates a break in
a plague that occurred during the days of Rabbi Akiva. In modern times the holiday has come to symbolize
the resilience of the Jewish spirit.
How is Lag B’Omer celebrated?
Lag B’Omer is the one day during the 49 days of the Omer (which is considered a period of semi-mourning)
in which celebrating is allowed. Many Jews like to plan weddings on this date for this reason. However, the
most popular activity on the holiday is building bonfires and having cookouts.
What kinds of foods are eaten on Lag B’Omer?
There are not many traditional Lag B’Omer foods. Typical foods eaten include kebabs, grilled meats, pitas,
eggplant salad, potato salad, tehina, etc. Any foods that would go well at a picnic or barbeque are great
options for Lag B’Omer.
The best known custom of Lag BaOmer is the lighting of bonfires. We do this in memory of the great sage,
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and his son, Rabbi Eleazar. As Rabbi bar Yochai gave spiritual light to the world
with the revelation of the Zohar, bonfires are lit to symbolize the impact of his teachings.
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Temple Book Club: THE ALTRUISTS

Written by Andrew Ridker, 2019, ISBN 978-0-525-52271-3
Wednesday, May 22nd at 10:00 a.m. in Miller Hall
Please RSVP to Temple Office - Book available in Temple Library
Ridker’s smashing debut follows the travails of the middle-class Jewish Alter family in their
quest to discover how to be moral. Arthur relocated the family from Boston to St. Louis with
the goal (never realized) of becoming a tenured professor at Danforth, and it’s his wife,
Francine’s, success as a therapist that has allowed them to live in a wealthy enclave. Their
son Ethan is now a 31-year-old gay man who still thinks about his college boyfriend while
living as a shut-in in his New York apartment, piling up debt. Ethan’s sister Maggie, a recent
college graduate, also lives in New York, and seeks to bring goodness everywhere and
repeatedly accepts low-paying jobs. Arthur has always been a remote figure to Ethan and
Maggie, which only intensifies as they discover the affair he had while Francine was being
treated for breast cancer. Two years after Francine’s death, Arthur invites his children home
for a visit, supposedly to make amends, but it’s really because he’s broke—and Francine’s
money went to them. While Arthur awkwardly tries to relate to Ethan and Maggie, they begin
to see him more as a whole person instead of a construct. Ridker tells his tale with humor, insight, and depth, making
this a novel that will resonate with readers.

Temple Game Day: LEARN AND PLAY CANASTA
Free Play
Friday, June 21st from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Please RSVP to Temple Office
On our first Temple Game Day Susan Silver will be teaching us how to play Canasta.
We will have decks of cards on hand. Bring a friend and a snack to share!
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TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL
PRESENTS

“COME TO THE”

A SPECIAL
EVENING FOR
MEMBERS &
FRIENDS
Tickets

FEATURING JAZZ AND KLEZMER FROM

THE SETH KIBEL TRIO
When
June 1, 2019
Where
Temple B’nai Israel
The Satell Center for
Jewish Life on the Eastern Shore
Deli by Rosenfeld’s Jewish Delicatessen of Ocean City






Latkes & Creamed Herring
Corned Beef, Pastrami, Turkey & Tuna on a bevy of
breads
Health & Cole Slaw, Potato, Macaroni, Cucumber &
Onion Salad , Deli Sides
Sweet Pastries
Wine & Non-Alcoholic Beverages

$46 Per Person
Tables of 8

Program
6 pm Appetizers
7 pm Dinner &

RSVP by May21
Tell us your sandwich
preference, names of
people attending &
seating requests.
Enclose your check
and mail to:
Temple B’nai Israel
7199 Tristan Dr
Easton, MD 21601
410.822.0553

Cabaret
Committee
Carole Brown
Essie Keyser
Cheryl Kramer
Loretta Quigley
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May 2019
Sun

5
Religious School
9:30 a.m.

Mon

6

Annual Meeting
10:30-11:30

7
Calendar
Meeting
2:00-3:00 p.m.

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Yom HaShoah
Service
7:00 p.m.

3
Shabbat/
Birthday Service
6:00-7:00 p.m.

4

8
Torah Class
12:00-1:00 p.m.

9

10

11
Shabbat Service
10:00-11:00 am

15
Torah Class
12:00-1:00 p.m.

16

17
Shabbat Service
6:00-7:00 p.m.

18

25
Shabbat Service
10:00-11:00 am

Post-Election
Briefing Lecture,
Guest speaker
Gil Hoffman
Reservations
required
7:00-8:00 p.m.

Membership
Appreciation
Lunch, Reservations required
12:00-1:00
12
NO Religious
School

Tue

13
Communications
Meeting
2:00 p.m.

14
Advancement
Meeting
4:00-5:00 p.m.
Executive
Meeting
5:00-6:00 p.m.
Confirmation
Class
5:30-7:00 p.m.

19
Last Day of
Religious School
9:30 a.m.

20

21

22
Torah Class
12:00-1:00 p.m.

23
Lag B’Omer
Cookout
5:30 p.m.

24

26

27
Memorial Day
Office Closed

28

29
Last Day of
Torah Class
12:00-1:00 p.m.

30

31
Shabbat Service
6:00-7:00 p.m.

12

Our Advertisers
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