
 1 

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 

7199 Tristan Drive 
Easton, MD 21601 
410-822-0553 
binaiisraeleaston.org 
temple18@goeaston.net 

July 2019 

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL 
Rabbi Peter E. Hyman 

Board of Directors and Officers: 

 President - Elaine Friedman      

 1st Vice President - Dennis Podolny 

 2nd Vice President -  Emily Callahan 

 Secretary - Liz LaCorte 

 Treasurer - David Miller 

 Board Members: 

   Bruce Bernard      Lesley Israel 

   Carole Brown      Barry Koh 

   Meryle Dunlap     Cheryl Kramer                    

   Belinda Frankel    Stephen Sand 

      Arna Meyer Mickelson (IPP) 

Shofar Editors:  

   Stephen & Jean Sand 

  Mary Whitehead 

We had barely a minyan for Shavuot yizkor last 

month. Now, as you know, I’m not a “service attend-

ance taker.” I’m appreciative of all who enter our 

sanctuary to share in the richness of our coming     

together, whether one comes to worship or to        

reconnect with friends, or to seek a relationship with 

our Jewish community in the unique and embracing 

setting of our synagogue. So please understand that 

my comments are not directed at “numbers.” My  

comments this month, however,  center on yizkor, its 

meaning, its value, and the wisdom embraced by this poignant ritual.  

 

The word yizkor derives from the Hebrew verb to remember. Yizkor takes 

place four times during the course of our ritual year: on Yom Kippur,  on 

Passover, on Shavuot, and on Shemini Atzeret - the seventh day of      

Sukkot. So important is this notion of remembering, that our Sages    

concretized and ritualized the act of remembering as a critical component 

of the liturgy recited at our most important communal observance.       

Obviously, we all have memories and we all remember people, places,  

experiences and occurrences that shaped us and sculpted us into the   

persons that we are. Our Rabbis  established yizkor as an elemental and 

foundational component of the liturgy, connecting our personal intimate 

memories with our most important and definitional celebrations and    

communal anniversaries to teach a lesson that extends beyond the  

boarders of our individuality. Yizkor carves out from within our holy      

observances sacred space that expands the act of remembering by linking 

and connecting personal experience to a greater collective consciousness.  

 

For Judaism, remembering is a mitzvah. Jewish history is a collection of 

individual experiences shared in time. Memory is a gift. It transforms the 

discrete moments of our lives and events in history into an unfolding   

narrative. Yizkor makes us aware that even in our individuality we are a 

part of a larger reality.  We are members of an eternal people that began 

a spiritual journey at Sinai; our destination still before us and the sum of 

our experiences adding to that narrative composed along the journey.  

Yizkor highlights our mortality, but also underscores our connectedness to 

the past, focusing also on the promise of the future and our ability to   

significantly influence the journey for good and for right. 

 

Jewish life weaves moments of sacred recollection together with hope in a 

sanctified future. Yizkor is the door which allows us to enter the past with-

out losing our hold on the present or forfeiting our hope for the future. 

Yizkor allows for individual memory to become part of the collective 

memory of the Jewish people. The inspiring figures in our lives and in our 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

Saturday, July 6  

 Torah Portion: Korach  

  Numbers 16:1-18:32  

 Haftarah: I Samuel 11:14-12:22 

 

Friday, July 12  

 Torah Portion: Chukat   

  Numbers 19:1-22:1  

 Haftarah: Judges 11:1-33 

 

Saturday, July 20  

 Torah Portion: Balak  

  Numbers 22:2-25:9  

 Haftarah: Micah 5:6-6:8 

 

Friday, July 26 

 Torah Portion: Pinchas   

  Numbers 25:10-30:1  

 Haftarah: Jeremiah 1:1-2:3 

history, from the remote as well as from recent past, remain as constant 

companions and well-springs of inspiration. Their story is our story; their 

courage - our model; their wisdom – our inspiration; their goodness - our 

challenge.  

 

Memory roots us in the past. Yizkor provides the door through which we 

walk inspired by who and what was, yet energized and motivated to use 

those bequeathed gifts to shape the present and design the future. A   

living past provides for a meaningful present and hopeful future. 

 

Yizkor is not merely a moment to mention names: grandparents, parents, 

siblings, children, friends, and relatives. Yizkor intentionally orchestrates 

the perpetuation and continuation of conversations that began at Sinai. 

Those conversations of the heart during Yizkor keep alive the richness 

and influence of those whom we remember. We do not stop learning from 

those who taught us the most just because they have passed from our 

sight. Yizkor confirms that we continue the lesson learned from their lives 

in the course of our living. Yizkor is an act of faith, a statement declaring 

that goodness and human efficacy do not die with a person but  remain 

alive, living and vibrant in the souls and minds of those who remember.  

 

Death removes our loved ones from physical presence. What lies beyond 

the grave “must gives us pause.” Yizkor touches that place in our hearts 

where hope is planted. Memory is the sacred link between past and     

future, and between time and eternity. 

 

Immortality is an attribute of God, not a condition of mortal existence. 

The blessing of memory and the blessed memory of the righteous is 

guaranteed by our devoted recall. The mitzvah of Yizkor is a door that 

opens on eternity illuminating the present by combining memory and 

hope. 

 

See you for Yizkor… 

Shalom, Rabbi 

 

   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S  MESSAGE 
We welcome all of you who are returning to the Eastern Shore to share your summer with us. 

The Temple has been the venue for many community and member events this year, including 

the most  recent highlight, Cabaret Night.  We look forward to sharing more fun with you this 

summer. 

 

Please join us for our new monthly programs, Movie Matinees, Cards, and Book Club meet-
ups. If you have further activity suggestions, please call me with your ideas. Our new Temple 

has the space and technology to manage multiple activities at the same time. 

Our first Civilian Response to Active Shooter Events (CRASE) training was well attended with 

15 participants. Our second training is scheduled for Sunday, July 28, at 9:30 a.m. Attendance at this training 

is encouraged for all members.  It will be helpful should you find yourself at any venue, not just the Temple. 

 

Please look for AED/CPR and Stop the Bleed training to be scheduled later this summer and early fall. Our 
AED and Bleeding Control units are located in the coat closet at the Temple, on the right as you enter. 

 

Enjoy summer lazy days of boating, crabbing, and swimming, and please do stop by and say hello. Welcome 

home! 

 

Shalom, Lori Ramsey 
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First, thank you to the people  

that contacted me as a result  
of my last letter in the June          
Shofar.  I asked for suggestions  

and I got several.  It takes a 
village and I appreciate all the  
help I can get!   This and other  

comments that people have  
made to me in the last month 

also renewed my confidence 
that you read the Shofar. 

 

Next, we have officially been in the new building for a year. 
Thank you to everyone that made this possible.  It was 
through the hard work of many that we now have a beauti-

ful new building!  
 

Although we checked everything out carefully and admired 
the building when we first came to the new Temple,  you 
may not have noticed some of the additions.   The one that I  

am going to feature this month was developed to meld the 
past with the present.  Barbara Portnoy-Spector read the 

volumes of newspaper articles,  pictures, and texts that 
Vicky Zuckerman lovingly compiled about 8 years ago. These 
papers related the history of the Earle Avenue Temple from 

its inception through the 60th anniversary. Barbara then 

came up with a historical timeline that now resides next to 

our cloakroom.   Please take a moment to look at it and read 
it.  It highlights many people and events including Bill and 
Joan Farberman, Annie Kruger, the founding families: Fox, 

Cohen, Cherry, Demian, Goldstein, Klein, Kopen, Rosen-
baum, Sabara, Sachs, Shearer, Tasch, Tobin and Weisesl.  
 

Interestingly, the chart even includes a reference to when 
women were allowed to vote on Temple items. There is also 

mention of Rabbis, Cantors and Cantorial Soloists who 
graced our bimah over the years —  some for the High      
Holidays, some for monthly services, others more              

frequently.  Did you know that Fred Israel and Steve Hack 
often led services together?  The chart continues to our join-
ing the Reform movement and the hiring of our first full -

time rabbi, Rabbi Peter E. Hyman.  It progresses through the 
remarkable opening of Temple B’nai Israel,  Satell Center for 

Jewish Life on the Eastern Shore.  I  left out many of the  
references that are included in the chart so I encourage you 
to please come to look at at this wonderful blending of the 

past and the present.  We must remember that without the 
people who preceded us, we would not be here today.  

 
Shalom, 

Elaine 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Thanks to Our Oneg and Kiddush Hosts 

 

 

 

June Hosts 

Saturday, June 8————   Linda Kappesser 

                                                 Beth Malone 
                                                 Barbara Stafford 
Friday, June 14—————  Shabbat in the Park 

Saturday, June 22———— Don and Ruth Saff 

Friday, June 28—————  Steve and Loretta Quigley 

 

Onegs and Kiddushes 

We would like to thank all the members who 
have contributed to the Temple by volunteering 
to host Onegs and Kiddush luncheons. Your   
generosity brings the community closer together 
and is much appreciated.  

As is our custom we will be having Challah and 
Wine after the services in the summer months 
with the exception of any pre-scheduled          

Pre-Nosh or Pot Luck. Please  contact either 
Nancy in the Temple office (410-822-0553) or 

Linda Kappesser if you can provide Challah and 
Wine for the following dates: 8/17 and 8/31 .  
   
Also, see the 2019-2020 ONEG/KIDDUSH SIGN-
UP SHEET on the next page. 
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 2019-2020 ONEG/KIDDUSH SIGN-UP SHEET 
(July & August – Challah & Wine unless a Pre-Nosh or Potluck has been scheduled) 

 
JULY 2019 SHABBAT SERVICES 
Saturday, July 6, Kiddush Lunch _____________________ Stephen & Jean Sand 
Friday, July 12, Oneg Pre- Nosh _____________________ Carol Brown & Essie Keyser 
Saturday, July 20, Kiddush Lunch____________________  Lesley Israel 
Friday, July 26, Oneg_______________________________ Jeff & Catherine Barron 
 
AUGUST 2019 
Saturday, August 3, Kiddush Lunch _________________ Stephen & Jean Sand 
Friday, August 9, Potluck_________________________ Cheryl Kramer & Susan Koh 
Saturday, August 17, Kiddush Lunch_______________________________________ 
Friday, August 23 Dinner at Restaurant (TBD)______________________________ 
Saturday, August 31, Kiddush Lunch_______________________________________ 
 
SEPTEMBER 2019 
Friday, September 6, Pre-Nosh___________________________________________ 
Saturday, September 14, Kiddush Lunch___________________________________ 
Friday, September 20, Oneg_________________________ Dennis Podolny 
Saturday, September 28, Kiddush Lunch___________________________________ 
 
OCTOBER 2019 
Friday, October 4, Potluck_______________________________________________ 
Saturday, October 12, Kiddush Lunch_____________________________________ 
Friday, October 18, Oneg________________________________________________ 
Saturday, October 26, Kiddush Lunch______________________________________ 
 
NOVEMBER 2019 
Friday, November 1, Pre-Nosh____________________________________________ 
Saturday, November 9, Kiddush Lunch_____________________________________ 
Friday, November 15, Dinner at Restaurant (TBD)___________________________ 
Saturday, November 23, Kiddush Lunch---__________________________________ 
Friday, November 29, Oneg_______________________________________________ 
 
DECEMBER 2019 
Saturday, December 7, Kiddush Lunch ______Linda Kappesser, Beth Malone, Barbara Stafford 
Friday, December 13, Potluck_____________________________________________ 
Saturday, December 21, Kiddush Lunch____________________________________ 
Friday, December 27, Oneg_______________________________________________ 
 
JANUARY 2020 
Saturday, January 4, Kiddush Lunch_______________________________________ 
Friday, January 10, Pre-Nosh_____________________________________________ 
Saturday, January 18, Kiddush Lunch________________Belinda Frankel 
Friday, January 24, Oneg________________________________________________ 
 
FEBRUARY 2020 
Saturday, February , Kiddush Lunch______________________________________ 
Friday, February 7, Oneg________________________________________________ 
Saturday, February 15, Kiddush Lunch_____________________________________ 
Friday, February 21, Oneg_______________________________________________ 
Saturday, February 29, Kiddush Lunch_____________________________________ 
 
MARCH 2020 
Friday, March 6, Potluck _______________________________________________ 
Saturday, March 14, Kiddush Lunch___________________Cheryl Kramer 
Friday, March 20, Oneg_________________________________________________ 
Saturday, March 28, Kiddush Lunch______________________________________ 
 
APRIL 2020 
Friday, April 3, Pre-Nosh_____________________________Meryle Freiberg Dunlap 
Saturday, April 11, Kiddush Lunch________________________________________ 
Friday, April 17, Oneg___________________________________________________ 
Saturday, April 25, Kiddush Lunch________________________________________ 
 
MAY 2020 
Friday, May 1, Potluck__________________________________________________ 
Saturday, May 9, Kiddush Lunch_________________________________________ 
Friday, May 15, Oneg_______________________________Bruce & Jeanne Bernard 
 
Saturday, May 23, Kiddush Lunch_________________________________________ 
Friday, May 29, Oneg____________________________________________________ 
 
JUNE 2020 
Saturday, June 6, Kiddush Lunch__________________________________________ 
Friday, June 12, Pre-Nosh ___________________________Emily Callahan 
Saturday, June 20, Kiddush Lunch__________________________________________ 
Friday, June 26, Shabbat in the Park________________________________________ 
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Cabaret Night 

Hal Israel Lecture 

Photos by Alan Michelson 
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At the June 28th Shabbat Service the congregation was blessed 

to celebrate the Special Anniversaries of the            

Quigleys and Whiteheads. 

Mary & Chuck 

Loretta & Steve  
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LADIES WHO LUNCH TO ENJOY AFTERNOON TEA 

Turnbridge Point B&B, July 25th at 1:00 p.m. 

The Ladies Who Lunch will be gathering at Turnbridge Point Bed & Break-

fast in Denton to enjoy regionally renowned pastry Chef Steve Konopel-

ski’s afternoon tea.  

Chef Steve is a graduate of the French Culinary Institute.  He worked as a 

pastry cook at the esteemed restaurant, Saxon + Parole in New York City 

and served as a cake decorator at the Garden City Hotel on Long Island.  He then went on to 

serve as assistant to the pastry chef at the prestigious North Fork Table & Inn on Long Island, 

working under the James Beard Award-winning chef   Claudia Fleming. Chef Steve is opening a 

pastry café and wedding cake showroom later this   summer on Goldsborough Street, across from 

The Country School, in Easton. Get a sneak preview of the delights to come by joining us! Space 

is limited to 20 ladies, so please RSVP to Nancy at the  Temple office.  

 

 

 

TEMPLE BOOK CLUB SELECTION 

The Tattooist of Auschwitz, by Heather Morris 

 

The next meeting of the Book Club will  be Monday, August 5 at 11:00 am.  

The book we are reading is “The Tattooist of Auschwitz”.  We have decided to 

alternate Jewish books with non-Jewish books.  Right now the meetings are 

during the day, but if we find that people are more interested in meeting in 

the evening, we can switch.  

On June 21st,  eight eager congregants met in the Temple lobby to learn 

how to play canasta.  After terms were defined and goals explained we 

played an open hand to observe strategy and then learned how to tally the 

score.  It was an auspicious beginning and we made plans for a follow-up 

session. 

If you have been dying to learn how to "meld" but were afraid to ask . . . 

join us for the next class which will meet on July 26 @ 11:00 a.m.  



 8 

 

 

 

 

 

Tidbits of Jewish History - “Strange Fruit” 

The song “Strange Fruit,” one of the most haunting jazz ballads of the past century, was made famous 

by Billie Holiday. But it was written by a Jewish man named Abel Meeropol, who was inspired to write 

the story after seeing a photograph of two young black men being lynched.  

The lynching occurred over 80 years ago, on August 6, 1930. Three young black men were accused of 

shooting a white man. A mob came to the town jail, demanding to be let in. The sheriff refused, and 

people took sledgehammers to the jail doors. They carried away two of the young men, beat them, 

and hung them from a nearby tree. 

Meeropol, a schoolteacher in New York, published the lyrics in a Communist magazine. He later set them to music. Meero-

pol subsequently wrote lyrics for Frank Sinatra and Peggy Lee, and  composed the libretto for an opera. He used the pen 

name “Lewis Allan,” taking the names of his two  stillborn sons. Later, he and his wife adopted the sons of alleged spies 

Julius and Ethel Rosenberg.  

Meeropol continued to fight for civil rights, protesting when a line about “my neighbors white and black” was removed 

from a performance of his song “The House I Live In.” But he will always be best remembered for “Strange Fruit,” a chilling 

protest against racism and violence.  

Southern trees bear a strange fruit, 

Blood on the leaves and blood at the root, 

Black bodies swinging in the southern breeze, 

Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees. 

 

Pastoral scene of the gallant South 

The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth, 

Scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh, 

Then the sudden smell of burning flesh!  

 

Here is fruit for the crows to pluck, 

For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck, 

For the sun to rot, for the trees to drop, 

Here is a strange and bitter crop. 

Click to Hear 

 

file:///C:/Users/srsand/Documents/TBI Easton/Shofar/March 2015/March 2015.pub
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Web007rzSOI
file:///C:/Users/srsand/Documents/TBI Easton/Shofar/March 2015/March 2015.pub


 9 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

July 4 

Office Closed 

5 6 

Shabbat/

Birthday Service 

10:00-11:00 am 

 

7 8 

Communications 

Meeting 

2:00 pm 

9 10 

 

11 

Membership 

Meeting  

11:00 am 

12 

Shabbat Service 

and Pre-Nosh 

6:00 pm 

13 

 

14 15 

 

16 

Advancement 

Meeting 

4:00 pm 

 

Executive  

Meeting 

5:00 pm 

17 18 

 

19 

 

 

 

20 

Shabbat Service 

10:00-11:00 am 

21 

Board Meeting 

10:00 am 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 25 

Ladies Who 

Lunch Tea 

Turnbridge 

Point, Denton 

1:00 pm 

26 

Canasta 

11:00 am–1:00 pm  

 

Shabbat Service 

6:00 pm 

 

27 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

29 30 31 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 July 2019 
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