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The intercalating of the yearly Holiday calendar remains among
the most insightful and impressive achievements of our Rabbis.
Few of us recognize just how advanced and sophisticated was
this accomplishment. Why the Rabbis were driven to establish a
fixed calendar is clear. They were unwavering in their dedication
to scriptural requirements, to the edicts regarding our Sacred
Celebrations put forth in the Torah. Torah tells us when exactly
we are to celebrate our sacred Festivals and Holy Moments. A
fixed and regulated calendar guaranteed that, as a community
whose celebrations and rituals weave into the flow of time and
season, we would be in compliance with the Biblical mandate. We are commanded to
celebrate at specific times. Not doing so causes us to be out of sync with Scriptural
expectations and Jewish tradition. This is the underlying motivation that inspired our
Rabbis to create a sacred and fixed calendar.
Let us remember this as well; the mathematical complexities involved in creating a calendar system responsive to Torah are intricate and complex. The Rabbis succeeded in
doing this without benefit of a computer or an IPad. But as I always point out, "Ancient
does not mean unsophisticated." Our ancestors possessed a knowledge of astronomy
and higher mathematics. Our Rabbis instituted a system which ensures that Chanukah
always comes in the winter. Pesach, which announces the arrival of spring, will never be
celebrated before the vernal equinox. Tisha B'Av is never in January and Yom Kippur will
never come in May. Every Holiday has an appointed time of arrival and celebration.
As we approach the New Year and another set of High Holy Days, I am keenly aware
that this year we begin our sacred celebration of the Yamim Noraim at the very end of
September. Someone once quipped: "Why are the Holidays always early or late? Why
are they never on time!?"
Our sacred moments always arrive when they are scheduled. That was the point and
goal in fixing the calendar. Perhaps the quip reveals more about the speaker then it
does about the Yom Tovim.
Without a doubt, this tongue and cheek statement applies more to the celebrants and
less to the celebrations. This joke is about us; about we who engage in the rituals and
not about when the rituals arrive. This is much less a statement about hours, days and
seasons, and much more a statement about human action, human preparation, human
responses, and how we engage and embrace Repentance, Prayer and Charity, which are
the penetrating themes of these Days of Awe.
You know, there are those among us, and they remain a special set, who sincerely and
earnestly seek pardon and offer forgiveness to those seeking it; arriving at atonement
for themselves and with those around them. Such individuals do this with grace and
integrity. Indeed, they seem anxious not only to forgive others but are eager to seek
pardon, attain forgiveness, and rebalance the scales of a relationship out of kilter. Such
individuals serve as role models for the rest of us as we wrestle with the challenges of
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the Yamim Norarim. These individuals are always on time in the season.
And then, the rest of us. The rest of us always seem to arrive late to the spiritual intimacy of these Holy Days. We are slow with the required actions of the season. Some of
us are late with an apology. Some of us are reticent to relinquish old grudges, stubbornly holding tight to past hurts and outlived disappointments. Year after year we
come late to the lessons of Yontiff, if we come to them at all.
How long will it take us to understand that forgiveness is liberating? When will we
come to feel the soul’s release in the power of pardon? At what point do we allow the
transforming nature of atonement move us? When do we arrive at the wisdom of the
machzor, the High Holy Day prayer book, which so patiently waits for us to learn that
atonement is at-one-ment? At-one-ment brings with it shalom, not just peace, both
internal and transcendent, but peace that creates wholeness, un-brokenness, completeness. We tarry, not only at the gates of these Yamim Noraim, but, we hesitate and
we are reluctant to pass through the gates leading us to the broken hearts and
shattered souls surrounding us, to our own hearts and souls, to the heart of God.
Our sages fixed the calendar so that we would know when come the Holidays. The
Holidays are never late! What our sages could not fix and establish is when we come to
the Holidays? Our challenge, the real challenge, is for US to arrive on time so that we
may fix ourselves, help heal those around us and then, God willing, fix our world.
I wish for us all a New Year filled with health, hope, happiness and blessings derived
from arriving on time to the meaning and message of these Days of Awe.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Friday, September 6
Torah Portion: Shoftim
Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9
Haftarah: Isaiah 51:12-52:12
Saturday, September 14
Torah Portion: Ki Tetze
Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-10
Friday, September 20
Torah Portion: Ki Tavo
Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8
Haftarah: Isaiah 60:1-22
Saturday, September 28
Torah Portion: Nitzavim
Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20
Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10-63:9

May we all be inscribed in the Book of Life for a year of blessing.
Rabbi Peter E. Hyman

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Since things are progressing nicely at the Temple, I will take this opportunity to reflect on the Days
of Awe we are about to enter. Around the Holidays I do a lot of reading about our history as Jews,
about morality, about the future. I try to reflect on my life and goals. I was struck by a piece by
Yossy Goldman. I have included a portion of his writing:
Rosh Hashanah is a time when we are compelled to sit up and take notice, to put the brakes on the
mediocre merry-go-round and shout, “Stop the world, I want to get off!” These Days of Awe compel
us to think about life, about ourselves, about our families, relationships and our way of life. And if
necessary, to do a re-think. It gives us the chance for at least an annual “compass reading” to establish our sense of direction so that, if necessary, we can alter our course and reroute ourselves. How
does the voice inside our GPS put it? “Recalculating.” Most of us do need to recalculate from time to time.
So if we didn’t have this once-a-year challenge and opportunity for personal introspection, what are the chances we would actually
sit down and do it of our own volition? Probably very small indeed. Well, thank G-D we do have Rosh Hashanah. The time for
stocktaking is now. As the legendary Hillel put it in Ethics of the Fathers, “If not now, when then?”
In our chaotic, often mad, world we ought to appreciate and embrace this wonderful opportunity. Honestly and truly, what would
we do without Rosh Hashanah? Without Rosh Hashanah, would we ever stop to consider whether the way we are living is the way
we really want to live? Would we ever pause and become introspective enough to rethink life’s game plan? More than likely, we
would just keep running the rat race.
I wish all of you, our community—and indeed the world—a Shanah Tovah. May we all be inscribed in the Book of Life for a happy,
healthy, peaceful, prosperous, safe, secure and spiritually rewarding new year.
Shalom, Elaine
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Members,
We look forward to welcoming you to Temple at the end of the month for Rosh
Hashanah. And, we invite you to share your Temple with extended family and friends
during this special time of year. Your Safety & Security Committee has spent many
hours developing a new security protocol that will be enacted for High Holy Day
Services. We ask for your patience, as you may encounter a bit of a line as you enter
Temple, in order to accommodate these new protocols. You can be assured that
every effort to ensure your security has been researched and put in to action in a thoughtful and
well-planned manner.
While we do not discuss our security protocols openly, if you have concerns and would like them
addressed privately, I am available for discussion via phone or appointment. I would like to thank
the Safety & Security Committee and Marcia Shapiro, Chair of High Holy Days Services, for their
work to ensure a safe environment for all of our congregants, their families and guests.
Shalom,
Lori Ramsey

NEW BOARD MEMBER - CAROLE BROWN
Carole Brown points out that she is not new to the Eastern Shore, having moved to McDaniel 25
years ago. However, she was using that house as a second home while she and her husband
worked extensively in other areas of the US as well as out of the country. She returned to St.
Michaels 16 months ago after selling her home in Massachusetts where she was a member of
Temple Sha’ray Shalom in Hingham. She remains an honorary member there.
Carole’s family consists of her son Randy, who lives in McDaniel, and his son Jamie who is in
Savannah attending The Savannah Culinary Institute, and her daughter Deanne who lives in Royal
Oak with her children Cian and Cara. Cian will be attending college at Purdue University this fall
and Cara is in high school in St. Michaels.
Carole’s outside interests include interior design, knitting and other needlework as well as cooking
and reading. In addition to being elected to the TBI board she volunteers on the Membership
Committee (where she and Essie Keyser are developing a Temple Directory), and the Lifelong
Learning Committee, and she has joined a foursome for the newly addictive game of canasta!
Carole would enjoy sharing with the members of the Congregation her thoughts for the continued
growth of the Temple as well as fulfilling her mitzvot of service.
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High Holy Days 5780/2019
Selichot (21st of Elul 5779)
Saturday, September 21st

Coffee/Ice Cream – 7:30 pm
Service – 8:30 pm

Rosh Hashanah
Erev Rosh Hashanah (29th of Elul 5779)
Sunday, September 29th 7:30 pm
Morning Service (1st of Tishrei 5780)
Monday, September 30th 10:00 am
Tashlich following Services
Lunch following Tashlich

Cemetery Service - Oxford, Md
Sunday, October 6th

10:30 am

Yom Kippur
Kol Nidre (9th of Tishrei 5780)
Tuesday, October 8th 7:30 pm
Morning Service (10th of Tishrei 5780)
Wednesday, October 9th 10:00 am
Afternoon Service
Wednesday October 9th 4:00 pm
Break Fast to follow

Sukkot
Erev Sukkot Service (14th of Tishrei 5780)
Sunday, October 13th 5:30 pm
Potluck Oneg following services in Sukkah
Morning Service (15th of Tishrei 5780)
Monday, October 14th 10:30 am
Sukkot Yizkor
Thursday, October 17th 10:30 am

Simchat Torah (23rd of Tishrei 5780)
Tuesday, October 22nd

6:00 pm
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TACL 2019 Award of Appreciation
The non-partisan group, “Mobilizing for the Humane Treatment of
Immigrants”, spearheaded by Temple members Dave Bobrow and
Robin Stricoff, recently received the 2019 Award of Appreciation from
the Talbot Association of Clergy and Laity for “Championing the rights,
the dignity and the humane treatment of our immigrant community.”
The Easton Church of the Brethren, Unitarian Universalists, Third
Haven, and Temple B’Nai Israel are the first congregations to associate
with this task force. The group meets as a whole four times per year
and has many action teams led by Champions. The action teams
include:



Volunteer to drive immigrants to court hearings in Baltimore



Visit monthly or pen pal detainees at Snow Hill detention center



Engage other congregations to associate with the task force



Provide educational opportunities



Respond to proposed regulatory changes from an immigration expert attorney

You are welcome to attend the quarterly meetings, each of which include an expert speaker and
reports from action team Champions. If interested you can volunteer to help one of the action
teams. 50 people attended the most recent quarterly meeting. If you have any questions or
would like to get involved contact Dave @ Bobrow@pitt.edu or Robin @robinstricoff@gmail.com

Honoring World War II Veterans of Talbot County
The Talbot County Historical Society has a powerful exhibit honoring the county’s WWII
veterans. They have an amazing collection of artifacts and memorabilia. Prominently displayed
(and shown below) is a poster exhibit of Temple B’Nai Israel founding member Morton Shearer
(husband of Eunice), which includes his uniform, photos from his naval career, and a brief
biography. The exhibit will be open until Dec 23.
www.talbothistory.org
30 S. Washington St.
410-822-0773
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Save the Dates
Friday, September 6, 5 p.m.
Prior to the Shabbat Service we’re having a good old fashioned Barbecue,
with Chef Rabbi Hyman manning the grill. We ask you to bring non -dairy
side dishes. Please click on the link https://bit.ly/2P57pAV to sign up and
indicate what side dish you will bring. Questions? Please call Nancy in the
Temple office (410-822-0553).

Thursday, September 19, 12:30 p.m.

The Ladies Who Lunch

Plan on coming to an enjoyable lunch at the Tidewater Inn. We will dine in a
space just for us, but part of its charm is that the table is only large enough for
20 diners, so it would be wise to make your reservation early just in case
everyone and her cousin are inspired to come. It’s a beautiful time of the year
and we hope you will be one of the Ladies who Lunch.
Call Nancy (410-822-0553) at the Temple to make your reservation.

Sunday, September 22, 4 p.m.
Temple B’nai Israel is pleased to host an Ethics Forum in partnership with
Washington College and the Talbot Spy. Please RSVP to Nancy in the Temple
office (410-822-0553) if you plan to attend.
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An Invitation to a Meeting of the
Memoir Writing Group
Wednesday, October 16th
10:30 to 11:30 am

Have you ever wanted to write down some of your
most vivid memories:
a wedding? a vacation? your first job?
Shirley Sallet has offered to act as facilitator for the
group. She will tell you a story, “Sleepless in Rotterdam”,
about her grandmother’s journey from the village of PodVolochesk, through a harrowing night with her children
in a strange seaport town, before sailing to America.
At this meeting, we'll discuss memoir themes and the best
times for us to meet.

RSVP to Nancy at the Temple office (410-822-0553).
If you are unable to attend this session but are interested in joining the group,
please let Nancy know.
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2019-2020 ONEG/KIDDUSH SIGN-UP SHEET
We invite you to support your Temple by signing up to host an Oneg or Kiddush. You now have the option of
using Sign-up Genius to view available dates and to sign up. Click here: https://bit.ly/2U16Oza.
Questions? Contact Linda Kappesser (linda_kapp@yahoo.com) or Nancy in the Temple office (410-8220553)
SEPTEMBER 2019
Friday, September 6, Barbecue______________________
Saturday, September 14, Kiddush Lunch______________
Friday, September 20, Oneg__Dennis Podolny
Saturday, September 28, Kiddush Lunch______________
OCTOBER 2019
Friday, October 4, Potluck__________________________
Saturday, October 12, Kiddush Lunch__Nicole Smith (set up by Marge Covey)
Friday, October 18, Oneg___________________________
Saturday, October 26, Kiddush Lunch________________
NOVEMBER 2019
Friday, November 1, Pre-Nosh______________________
Saturday, November 9, Kiddush Lunch_______________
Friday, November 15, Dinner at Restaurant (TBD)_____
Saturday, November 23, Kiddush Lunch____________
Friday, November 29, Oneg_________________________
DECEMBER 2019
Saturday, December 7, Kiddush Lunch ___Linda Kappesser, Beth Malone, Barbara Stafford
Friday, December 13, Potluck_______________________
Saturday, December 21, Kiddush Lunch______________
Friday, December 27, Oneg_________________________
JANUARY 2020
Saturday, January 4, Kiddush Lunch____Carole Brown
Friday, January 10, Pre-Nosh________________
Saturday, January 18, Kiddush Lunch___Belinda Frankel
Friday, January 24, Oneg___________________________
FEBRUARY 2020
Saturday, February , Kiddush Lunch_________________
Friday, February 7, Oneg___________________________
Saturday, February 15, Kiddush Lunch_______________
Friday, February 21, Oneg__Dave Miller
Saturday, February 29, Kiddush Lunch_______________

Thanks to Our August
Oneg and Kiddush Hosts

Saturday, August 3 ——Stephen & Jean Sand
Friday, August 9———–Cheryl Kramer
Saturday, August 17——Judy Silbert
Friday, August 23———Linda Kappesser
Saturday, August 31 —–Stephen & Jean Sand

MARCH 2020
Friday, March 6, Potluck __________________________
Saturday, March 14, Kiddush Lunch__Cheryl Kramer
Friday, March 20, Oneg___________________________
Saturday, March 28, Kiddush Lunch__Carole Brown
APRIL 2020
Friday, April 3, Pre-Nosh___Meryle Freiberg Dunlap
Saturday, April 11, Kiddush Lunch__________________
Friday, April 17, Oneg__Liz Lacorte
Saturday, April 25, Kiddush Lunch__________________
MAY 2020
Friday, May 1, Potluck____________________________
Saturday, May 9, Kiddush Lunch___________________
Friday, May 15, Oneg__Bruce & Jeanne Bernard
Saturday, May 23, Kiddush Lunch__________________
Friday, May 29, Oneg_____________________________
JUNE 2020
Saturday, June 6, Kiddush Lunch___________________
Friday, June 12, Pre-Nosh __Emily Callahan
Saturday, June 20, Kiddush Lunch__________________
Friday, June 26, Shabbat in the Park__Jody Florkewicz
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September 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Labor Day
Office Closed

3

4

5

6
Barbecue Fo llowed
by Shabbat/
Birthday Service
5:00-7:00 pm

7

8

9
Communications
Meeting
2:00-3:00 pm

10
Advancement
Meeting
4:00-5:00 pm

11

12
Membership
Meeting
10:00-11:00 am
——————Temple Movie
Mat inee
Rabbi to speak
before movie
1:00 pm

13

14
Shabbat Service
Followed by
Kiddush Lunch
10:00 am

Executive
Meeting
5:00-6:00 pm

15
Board Meet ing
10 am-12 pm

16

17

18

19

20
Shabbat Service
Followed by Oneg
6:00-7:00 pm

21
Selichot Service
9:00-10:00 pm

22
Ethics Forum
Partnership
w/Washington
College & Talbot
Spy
4:00-5:00 pm

23

24
Committees
Chair’s Meet ing

25

26

27

28
Shabbat Service
Followed by
Kiddush Lunch
10:00 am

29
Erev Rosh
Hashana S ervice
7:30-8:30 pm

30
Office Closed

31

e

Rosh Hashana
Service 10:00 am
Tashlich following
the service at the
Port St. Pier
————————
Lunch Following
Tashlich at the
Temple
Reservations
Required
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