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FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 
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TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL 
Rabbi Peter E. Hyman 

Board of Directors and Officers: 

 President - Elaine Friedman      

 1st Vice President - Dennis Podolny 

 2nd Vice President -  Emily Callahan 

 Secretary - Liz LaCorte 

 Treasurer  

 Board Members: 

   Bruce Bernard      Lesley Israel 

   Carole Brown      Barry Koh 

   Meryle Dunlap     Cheryl Kramer     

   Jodie Florkewicz   Stephen Sand              

   Belinda Frankel    Susan Silver 

      Arna Meyer Mickelson (IPP) 

Shofar Editors:  

   Stephen & Jean Sand 

   Mary Whitehead 

Recently, several members of the Congregation have   

inquired about an adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Those who asked 

and expressed interest in this opportunity never went 

through the process of Bar/Bat Mitzvah and would like to 

study, learn and ultimately read Torah on the bimah. In 

response to these requests, we will develop, organize and 

present to all who wish to avail themselves of this adult 

class.  

The curriculum will cover the Shabbat liturgy, both erev 

Shabbat and Shabbat morning. We will delve into the history of the siddur, 

the meaning and themes of the prayers we recite daily and on Shabbat, gain-

ing insight into their function and intention of Jewish liturgy. We will study 

Hebrew and learn how the language of our sacred texts helps communicate 

both the implicit and explicit message of Torah and the siddur. This class is 

open to all who find these subjects interesting and engaging. One need not be 

an adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah candidate to participate in these sessions.  

If interested, please RSVP to Nancy at the Temple office – 410-822-0553. 

Once a class roster has been developed we will announce the day and time 

the class will meet. This is an exciting educational opportunity and I look   

forward to orchestrating this experience. 

On a completely different subject — On Sunday evening, December 29th, the 

eighth night of Chanukkah, we welcome Temple members, friends in the 

Easton community, City officials, County officials and other friends to our 

tenth annual Community Menorah Lighting ceremony. It is an understate-

ment to say that it will be a joyful and successful celebration.  

As you know, we invite friends and leaders from the many different areas of 

our community to participate in the menorah lighting. This year, we were 

honored to have as menorah lighters, flipping switches on our large electric 

chanukiah, our Mayor, Robert Willey. Mayor Willey will light the shamash. 

The remaining lights will be illuminated by our dear friends Senator Addie 

Eckardt; Father James Nash, Pastor of Saints Peter and Paul Parish; Superin-

tendent of Schools, Kelly Griffin; Talbot County Councilman Corey Pack; Tracy 

Cohee, Director of the Perkins YMCA in St. Michaels; and Harriett Lowery. 

Greetings will be extended to the community by our Temple President, Elaine 

Friedman and from TACL President, Reverend Sue Browning. It is a delight 

and a genuine joy to welcome friends in to our sacred space and share this 

mitzvah with the Community.  

I am grateful to the leadership and membership of our Congregation who   

understand and appreciate the importance of this program. When we open 

our doors to the community, sharing our Chanukkah celebration with those 

around us, we shed light on who we are as Jews, who we are as a Congrega-

tion and who we are as citizens.  

The message and challenge of Chanukkah is as vital today as it was when the 

Maccabees inaugurated the first Chanukkah celebration. Chanukkah asks each 

http://www.bnaiisraeleaston.org/
mailto:temple18@goeaston.net
http://urj.org/index.cfm?
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I often do research in preparation for 
writing my monthly letter for the 
Shofar.  I pick a topic and I read 
about it.  Since Thanksgiving was just 
6  weeks ago, I thought about how 
thankful I am to be part of Temple 
B’nai Israel. I will save that reflection 
for another month. As I was looking 
at Jewish things about thankfulness, I 
came upon a piece that spoke to me. 
Unfortunately, I do not know who 
wrote it.  There were many credits.  I 

would like to share it with you. 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because we are taught to “never 
forget.” This can be onerous at times, but it keeps us 
grounded as we remember our roots and the road we’ve 
traveled. We bring the past with us and we call upon it to 
guide us in the future. Recalling events that shaped us pro-
vide Jews everywhere with a shared history and a compas-
sion for others suffering around the globe. 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because of the emphasis Judaism 
has on learning, on educating our youth and on asking 
questions. A line from the Shema, our central declaration of 
faith, is, V’shinantam l’vanecha “And you shall teach them 
(these words) to your children.” 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because our tradition places great-
er emphasis on the present than it does on the future. Rab-
bi Yochanan ben Zakkai taught: “If you have a sapling in 
your hand and someone tells you the Messiah has arrived, 
first plant the sapling and then go out to welcome the Mes-
siah.”  How we act today can have great consequences in 
the future. So it is better to focus on completing our tasks 
now than pray for what may or may not come to be. 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because we are commanded to see 
every human being, b’tzelem elohim, as created in the Di-
vine image. Rich, poor, black, white, trans, queer, straight, 
handicapped, Christian, Sikh, Hindu, Muslim, young, old, 
stranger, Republican, Democrat, Libertarian, climate change 
denier – each person is equal and created with the spark of 
the Divine, no matter how dim it might seem. 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because our tradition teaches us 
that Jews-by-choice are dearer to God than Jews-by-birth. 
Just because you were born into the family does not give 
you more rights or preferential treatment. A Jew is a Jew is 
a Jew. Anyone who casts aspersions on the Jewish status of 
a Jew-by-choice is in violation of one of the most important 
laws in the Torah: not to oppress the convert. At the same 
time, seeking new members is not our goal. Should some-
one express a desire to join us, we take this commitment 
seriously and create a lengthy, but meaningful path to hon-
or this journey. 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because the mitzvot provide us a 
guide to live our lives in the public and private spheres. 
They give us the tools to make both important and every-

day decisions. They remind us that every moment can be 
sacred, from waking in the morning to seeing a rainbow to 
enjoying an afternoon snack. 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because Shabbat reminds us to be 
grateful and to slow down in an ever-rapidly-changing 
world. Emails and phone calls can wait. The strike of the 
match and the smell of freshly baked challah are our pause 
buttons in life. Shabbat truly is a “sanctuary in time.” 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because G_d can be found in our 
sacred texts, in a blade of grass, in a conversation, or in the 
actions of a stranger. A Jew can have a meaningful Jewish 
life even if he/she does not believe that G_d plays any role 
in it. 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because Judaism teaches simulta-
neously that we are each unique and special but also no 
greater than dust and ashes. Humility is a core Jewish val-
ue. 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because while the Talmud teaches 
us kol yisrael arevim zeh bazeh , “all of Israel are responsi-
ble for each other,” we are equally responsible to our neigh-
bors and fellow citizens of the world. 
 
I am proud to be Jewish because of the importance we 
place on community. We mourn together. We pray togeth-
er. We study our texts together. We bring in the New Year 
together. We atone for our transgressions together. We are 
here for each other whenever and wherever needed.  
 
I am proud to be Jewish because of the emphasis Judaism 
has on tzeddakah and tikkun olam. We are here for such a 
brief time, yet our tradition demands that we look out for 
the well- being of others and our environment even more so 
than our own needs. In times of deep poverty, we still do 
what we can to help those less fortunate. 
  
I am proud to be Jewish because of the great value we 
place in humor and joy. It’s our sense of humor that sus-
tained us as people for 3,000 years.  
It’s fun to be in a Jewish community. We turn everything 
topsy-turvy on Purim. We dance around with the Torahs on 
Simchat Torah. We smile as our children watch Elijah “sip” 
from his wine glass. We celebrate all significant moments of 
life with blessings and community.  
 
I am proud to be Jewish because we value a life of meaning 
over a life of ease. I am proud to be Jewish because we are 
commanded to be on the path towards holiness. Anyone 
can turn their lives around so long as they take 
the teshuva process seriously. 
 
And so, as we go into the secular New Year,  let us be 
thankful for all that we have, and let us ponder our thank-
fulness in being a Jew. 
 
Shalom, Elaine 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

of us this question: How can we, as Jewish human beings, maintain our religious distinctiveness, while at the same time   

participate in and contribute to the greater society in which we live? Surely this was among the compelling reasons that 

Judah and his brothers stood in righteous defiance against the Greeks. It is the question that Jews in every age have con-

fronted. The Community Menorah Lighting allows us a remarkable opportunity to engage with the greater community. We 

share with guests and friends that which is important to us; the themes of our sacred celebration, its history and profound 

message, while at the same time we find ourselves contributing in our own way to the importance and spirit of the season. 

I want to acknowledge and thank Elaine Friedman, Nancy Cummings, Lori Ramsey and Marcia Shapiro for the work they 

do to perpetuate our celebration from year to year. 

I pray that 2020 will be for all of us a year filled with joy, health and God’s richest blessings. 

B’shalom, Rabbi 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES 
Saturday, January 4, 10:00 a.m. 
  Torah Portion: Vayigash 
  Genesis  44:18-47:27 
 Haftarah: Ezekiel 37: 15-28 
 
Friday, January 10, 6:00 p.m. 
 Torah Portion: Vayechi 
  Genesis  47:28-50:26  
 Haftarah: 1 Kings 2:1-12 
  
Saturday, January 18, 10:00 a.m. 
 Torah Portion: Shemot 
  Exodus 1:1-6:1  
 Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6-28:13 
 
Friday, January 24, 6:00 p.m. 
 Torah Portion: Va’era 
  Exodus 6:2-9:35  
 Haftarah:  Ezekiel 28:25-29:21 

                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

 

January brings cold, dark days to us, as we celebrate the   

beginning of a new calendar year. Hanukkah and other      

religious traditions look to light to help us during what can be 

for some, gloomy times. Fortunately, here at Temple B’nai 

Israel, there are many lights within our congregation to     

celebrate. 

 

The founders of our Temple took a leap of faith over 60 years 

ago to build a Temple on the Eastern Shore, not just for their 

generation, but for future generations of Jews. The Chesa-

peake Bay Bridge had been built just five years prior. And, like Kevin Costner's 

character Ray Kinsella, who built a baseball field in hopes of attracting the 

"dream team" in the movie Field of Dreams, our founders built a synagogue so 

that “they” would come. It must have been considered a bold move, and like Ray 

Kinsella, perhaps people might have even considered it a bit crazy.  

 

You all did come and created a vibrant community, with a strong Rabbi who is 

considered a spiritual leader, not only for the Congregation but for the entire 

community. Our founders’ vision continues with the Temple leaders of today. 

With the building of the new Temple, we expanded our reach as a beacon for 

Jews on the Eastern Shore and many others. 

 

Members of our congregation believe in paying it forward to the next generation of 

“founders” and have taken steps in their estate planning to support the operations and 

work that is Temple B’nai Israel. The Yam Chai Society was recently established to    

recognize these new vanguards in our Congregation. 

 

When you see someone wearing a Yam Chai Society pin, you will see a modern-day 

Ray Kinsella, who is ensuring the dreams of the children here, in this beautiful space. 

Please contact Dennis Podolny, Advancement Chair, or myself, if you would like to learn 

more about joining the Yam Chai Society and leaving a legacy for those who will keep 

your memory alive. 

 

Wishing you much health and happiness in 2020. 

 

Shalom, Lori Ramsey 

 

         GOT SIMCHAS? 

Is there a Simcha you'd like to share? New Baby? A Bar/Bat Mitzvah? Graduation?     

Wedding?  A photo? Send your submission to the Temple office or email the editors at 

srsand@atlanticbb.net.   

 

GOT SIMCHAS? 

This space is reserved for YOU 
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NASA astronaut proclaims ‘Happy Hanukkah’ from space 

Jessica Meir shows off her holiday cheer with Hanukkah socks                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s not every day that a Hanukkah greeting comes from 408 kilometers above the Earth’s surface. 

American astronaut Jessica Meir, daughter of an Iraqi-Jewish father, took advantage of the fact that she was 

floating in low Earth orbit on the International Space Station to tweet a “Happy Hanukkah”. 

Astronaut, marine biologist, comparative physiologist, with a resume that includes Harvard and Brown and 

NASA, Jessica unabashedly revealed to the world that she had taken with her — into space — holiday socks        

festooned with stars of David and Hanukkah menorahs.  

Some Hanukkah Miscellany  

The scent that lasts for 8 days 

A Potpourri of Menorahs   

                Find the Shamash 

The shamash is missing.  It’s somewhere to be found in this Shofar. 

If you find it, contact Nancy in the Temple office.  As usual, if more than 

one locates it, the winner will be drawn from a hat. 

 

A                                         card awaits the winner. 

 

NOTE: It is NOT on this page, page 4, or page 9 
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    Brotherhood Not Tolerance Forum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nearly 100 people filled the Title Sanctuary on Sunday, December 8, for a forum on the topic of Brotherhood 

Not Tolerance.  The forum was made possible by the sponsors of the Temple’s first Humanitarian Award   

honoring Fred and Lesley Israel. Professor Joseph Prud’homme, Burton Family Chair in Religion, Politics and 

Culture at Washington College in Chestertown, moderated a panel of Father James Nash, Pastor of Saints 

Perter and Paul Catholic Church in Easton, the Reverend Dr. William Wallace, Pastor of Union United Method-

ist Church in St. Michaels, and Dr. Benjamin Sax, Jewish Scholar at Baltimore’s Institute of Islamic, Christian 

and Jewish Studies.  Each of the panelists stressed the need for people to make the effort to know others, 

and by so doing recognize the humanity in each of us.  After the opening statements, the speakers took some 

time in dialogue with one another and then added to their initial thoughts by answering questions from the 

audience. Reflecting on the forum, Rabbi Hyman said, “Our program on ‘Brotherhood Not Tolerance’ was 

thought provoking, insightful and energizing. I deeply appreciate the wisdom and erudition of our panelists. 

Without question, this was a most appropriate way to honor Lesley and Fred. We will build future programs 

on the successful foundation that this event established." 

 

The forum was part of the year long program of Engage organized by the Life-Long Learning Committee    

under the leadership of Cheryl Kramer.  The committee arranged for, and served, light refreshments, wine 

and sparkling water after the forum, which gave the audience a chance to further engage with the speakers. 

 

Barry Koh 

Prof. Joseph Prud’homme - Father James Nash - Dr. Benjamin Sax - Dr. William Wallace  

Newseum Trip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 5th, TBI sponsored a trip to The Newseum in Washington D.C. Eighteen TBI members and 

friends learned about journalism, the media and the history that links them together from our docent - Dr. 

Steve Goldman. His expertise, insight and knowledge contributed to a very meaningful and successful trip!  

A good time was had by all! 

Cheryl 
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ENGAGE!  2020 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

The Diaspora: Jewish Assimilation and Its Influence on Literature, Humor,  

Ethics, Music, Art, Religions, Cuisine and Other People 
 
 
 January 9 – Members only 
  Field Trip: African American Museum  
   
January 19, 4:00 pm – Members only 
  J STREET Presentation and Discussion 
 
 February Koh Series,  6, 13, 20, 27 , 7:00 pm – Open to the Community 
  “Jewish Composers: A Jewish Legacy”  

•    Dr. Rachel Franklin: The Music Of Broadway 

•    Pop ‘N Rock:  Bob Dylan, Neil Diamond, Billy Joel,  and more 

•    Baltimore Symphony Does Classical Jewish Composers 

•    Vocal Selections: Porgy and Bess and West Side Story 
 
March 19, 4:00-7:00 pm – Members only 
 “On Land and Sea: A Century of Women in the Rosenfeld Collection” 
  Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum 
  Docent: Dr. Margaret Anderson Rosenfeld, Professor Emerita of Sociology, U. of Delaware  
  Wine and Cheese/ Appetizer Reception 
 
May 21, 7:00 pm - Open to the Community 
  “The Implications of The Ultra Orthodox on The Modern State of Israel” 
  Speaker TBA 
 
June 7, 1:00 pm - Open to the Community 
  “Our Sacred Signs: How Christian, Jewish, Muslim Art Draw from the Same Source” 
   Dr. Ori Soltes, Goldman Professorial Lecturer at Georgetown University: 
   The Center for Jewish Civilization  
  Dessert Reception 
 
October 10 or 17  7:00-9:00 pm  TBA – Open to the Community 
 “A Culinary Tour of the World” 
  Les Dames d'Escoffier 
 Tasting Reception and Libations 
 
November 8,  12:30-2:30 pm – Open to the Community 
  “Interfaith Families as Bridge Builders”  
  Author and journalist Susan Katz Miller’s work has been featured on The Today Show (NBC), CBS, NPR, on the PBS program  
  Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, Newsweek Magazine and other media outlets.  She is the author of “Being Both: Embracing Two  
  Religions in One Interfaith Family”, and her new book,  “The Interfaith Family Journal”, will be published in 2019. 

 

Leaves are available for our beautiful Tree of Life.  As our Tree celebrates “life 

events,” you may order a leaf in honor of any living person or event.  Many 

members of our Congregation order leaves to honor their children and grand-

children, birthdays, weddings or Bar/Bat Mitzvahs. 

Leaves are $500 each. Please send your check made out to Temple B’nai    

Israel along with a clear statement of the inscription you wish. 
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START THE YEAR OFF WITH ENERGY FOR A RARE OPPORTUNITY! 

Mark Your Calendars and Join TBI for an Unforgettable Trip to  

The National Museum Of African American History & Culture 

Washington D.C. 

 

                              ONLY 10 SEATS LEFT ON THE BUS !!!!!!  

WHEN: January 9, 2020 

TIME: The bus will leave the Temple parking lot at 10:00 a.m. and depart D.C. at 4:30 p.m. for our trip 
home 

FEES:   

$45/person (Includes ticket and transportation) 

PIAZZA boxed lunch for those on bus, $15/person: 

Vegetarian Panini, Side of Farro Salad with Feta, Cookie and Bottled Water 

Chicken Salad Panini, Side of Farro Salad with Feta, Cookie and Bottled Water 

 

 ENGAGE! 

Liberal Zionism and the American Jewish Connection to Israel 

A Conversation with J Street’s Amos Gil 

Sunday, January 19, 2020, 4-6 p.m.  

 

Join us for a dynamic and engaging conversation with Amos Gil, Regional Director of       

J Street, the pro-Israel, pro-peace American organization, and longtime Israeli social 

change activist.  

 

Amos Gil has dedicated his professional life to securing Israel as the democratic home-

land for the Jewish people. He served as the first Executive Director of the Association for 

Civil Rights in Israel (the Israeli ACLU) and was the founder of Ir Amim (“City of        

Peoples”, or “City of Nations”), an Israeli non-profit that focuses on the city of Jerusalem 

within the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He has also served as the CEO of the Jerusalem International YMCA 

(the “Yimka.”) 

 

The speaker will address and offer insights into the timely and challenging topic of progressive  Zionism in 

the current era, looking at the background of the political developments in the U.S. and in Israel. He will 

share his beliefs and hopes for the two-state solution, and what our role in the conversation is as pro-Israel 

American Jews. The discussion will also relate to the issue of acceptance and status of modern liberal      

Reform Judaism in Israel today.  

 

ABOUT J STREET 

J Street describes itself as “the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans who want Israel to be  

secure, democratic, and the national home of the Jewish people. J Street advocates for policies that        

advance shared U.S. and Israeli interests, as well as Jewish and democratic values, leading to a two-state 

solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict”. 

 

RSVP to Nancy at the Temple: 410-822-0553 
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2019-2020 ONEG/KIDDUSH SIGN-UP SHEET 
 
We invite you to support your Temple by signing up to host an Oneg or Kiddush. You now have the option of 

using Sign-up Genius to view available dates and to sign up.  Click here: https://bit.ly/2U16Oza. 

 
Questions? Contact Linda Kappesser  (linda_kapp@yahoo.com) or Nancy in the Temple office (410-822-

0553)  

 
 

DECEMBER 2019 

Saturday, December 7, Kiddush Lunch ___Linda Kappesser, Beth Malone, Barbara Stafford 

Friday, December 13, Potluck_______________________ 

Saturday, December 21, Kiddush Lunch______________ 

Friday, December 27, Oneg __________Barbara Portnoy Levine 

 

JANUARY 2020 

Saturday, January 4, Kiddush Lunch____Carole Brown 

Friday, January 10, Pre-Nosh__________Susan Koh & Paula Bell 

Saturday, January 18, Kiddush Lunch___Belinda Frankel 

Friday, January 24, Oneg______________Jeff & Catherine Barron 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 

Saturday, February , Kiddush Lunch_________________ 

Friday, February 7, Oneg___________________________ 

Saturday, February 15, Kiddush Lunch_______________ 

Friday, February 21, Oneg__________________________ 

Saturday, February 29, Kiddush Lunch_______________ 

 

MARCH 2020 

Friday, March 6, Potluck __________________________ 

Saturday, March 14, Kiddush Lunch__Cheryl Kramer 

Friday, March 20, Oneg_________Susan Koh & Paula Bell 

Saturday, March 28, Kiddush Lunch__Carole Brown 

 

APRIL 2020 

Friday, April 3, Pre-Nosh________Meryle Freiberg Dunlap 

Saturday, April 11, Kiddush Lunch__________________ 

Friday, April 17, Oneg______________Liz Lacorte 

Saturday, April 25, Kiddush Lunch__________________ 

 

MAY 2020 

Friday, May 1, Potluck____________________________ 

Saturday, May 9, Kiddush Lunch___________________ 

Friday, May 15, Oneg__________Bruce & Jeanne Bernard 

Saturday, May 23, Kiddush Lunch__________________ 

Friday, May 29, Oneg_____________________________ 

 

JUNE 2020 

Saturday, June 6, Kiddush Lunch___________________ 

Friday, June 12, Pre-Nosh _____________Emily Callahan 

Saturday, June 20, Kiddush Lunch__________________ 

Friday, June 26, Shabbat in the Park 

 

Thanks to Our December  
Oneg and Kiddush Hosts 

 
 

Saturday, December 7 ——— Linda Kappesser,   
Beth Malone, Barbara Stafford 

Friday, December 13 ———Susan Koh, Linda 
Kappesser (potluck hosts) 

Saturday, December 21 ———- Liz Hershey 

Friday, December 27 ——Barbara Portnoy Levine 

Thank you to the generous members 
who brought food to the potluck! 

   Note:   Shabbat candle lighting times for Easton have been added to the Shofar monthly calendar 

https://bit.ly/2U16Oza
mailto:linda_kapp@yahoo.com


 10 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  1 

New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

2 3 

4:37 pm  

candle lighting 

4 

Shabbat/

Birthday  

Service 

10-11 am  

5 

9:30-12:00 

Religious 

School 

 

 

6 

 

 

7 8 

Torah Class 

12:00-1:00 pm 

 

9 

Field Trip: 

African American 

Museum 

RSVP required 

 

Membership 

Committee 

Meeting 

10:00-12:00 

10 

4:43 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Pre-Nosh 

Followed by 

Shabbat Service 

6:00-7:00 pm 

11 

 

12 

9:30-12:00 

Religious 

School 

13 

Communications 

Meeting 

2:00 pm 

14 

 

15 

Torah Class 

12:00-1:00 pm 

16 

 

17 

4:51 pm  

candle lighting 

 

18 

Shabbat  

Service 

10-11 am 

19 

9:30-12:00 

Religious 

School 

 

J Street 

Presentation & 

Discussion 

TBI members 

only 

4:00-5:00 pm 

20 

MLK Day 

Office closed 

21 

Advancement 

Committee 

Meeting 

4:00-5:00 

 

Executive  

Committee 

Meeting 

5:00-6:00 

22 

Torah Class 

12:00-1:00 pm 

23 

  

24 

4:58 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Shabbat Service 

6:00-7:00 pm 

25 

 

26 

9:30-12:00 

Religious 

School 

 

Board Meeting 

10:00-12:00 

27 

 

28 29 

Torah Class 

12:00-1:00 pm 

30 31 

5:06 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Ladies Who 

Lunch 

 

 January 2020 
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Our Advertisers 


