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FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 

7199 Tristan Drive 

Easton, MD 21601 
410-822-0553 
bnaiisraeleaston.org 

temple18@goeaston.net  

 

 

[I'm appreciative to Rabbi Joseph Prouser and Rabbi Danny 
Burkeman. Their wisdom, scholarship and insights inform these 

remarks.]  

 

To quote Albert Einstein: "insanity is doing the same thing over 
and over again, but expecting different results." Einstein     

understood not only relativity...he also understood human real-

ity. His statement is an admonishment as well as instructional. 

In the world we occupy, we are constantly told to learn from 

our mistakes so that we can avoid repeating them.  
 

Some lessons in life are easy to learn. A driver who did not see the sign and got 

pulled over for doing a U-turn on Main Street, immediately learns a valuable and 

expensive lesson. Open your eyes, pay attention and observe what is being commu-
nicated to you as the driver. But we know that it is not always easy to learn from 

our mistakes. I know that personally all too often I leave things until the last minute 

and then get stressed when doing them. And despite the best of intentions to get 

things done earlier all too often I fall into the same trap, repeat the same mistakes 

and receive the same results.  
 

Today is Yom HaShoah, the day when, as a Jewish community, we  not only remem-

ber the Holocaust, but we draw attention, publicly, to the darkest period in our peo-

ple’s history. The banner displayed on the side of building, for all to see, says: "We 
Remember." We also declare, "Never Again!" According to Raul Hilberg, a historian 

of the Holocaust, the phrase “Never Again” first appeared on handmade signs that 

the inmates of Buchenwald displayed in April, 1945, shortly after the camp was lib-

erated by US forces.   

 
Writes Rabbi Danny Burkeman: "Never Again is the rallying cry in response to the 

Holocaust. What is most important about these two words is that the phrase is not 

exclusive to the Jewish community. While we were first to shout it, without question 

"Never Again" holds a universal message. The words "Never Again" were the rallying 
cry in 1948 when the United Nations General Assembly passed the Genocide Con-

vention to protect all peoples. They are the words sounded and recited in the face of 

persecution, racism, discrimination and genocide against any group within our own 

society. "Never Again" is a powerful call to action. The problem is, however, all too 
often these words fall on deaf ears, and words alone, as we know, are just not 

enough."  

 

Isaac Bashevis Singer wrote: “We know what a person thinks, not when they tell 

us what they think, but by their actions.” As a Jewish community and as a world 
we are very good at saying Never Again, but do our actions demonstrate that the 

commitment is real? 

 

Sadly, we now know that the Allies knew about the Holocaust and the concentration 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES 
Services will be streamed on the TBI 
Facebook  page until further notice  

 
Friday, May 1, 6:00 p.m.  
 Torah Portion: Acharei Mot/kedoshim  

  Leviticus 16:1-20:27  
 Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15 
 

Saturday, May 9, 10:00 a.m.   
 Torah Portion: Emor  
  Leviticus 21:1-24:33  

 Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31 
 
Friday, May 15, 6:00 p.m.   

 Torah Portion: Behar/Bechukotai  
  Leviticus 25:1-27:34  
 Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14  
 

Saturday, May 23, 10:00 a.m.   
 Torah Portion: Bemidbar   
  Numbers 1:1-4:20  

 Haftarah: Hos 2:1-22 
 
Friday, May 29, 6:00 p.m.  

 Erev Shavuot   
 Torah Portion: Naso I   
  Numbers 4:21-5:31  

 Haftarah: Judges  13:2-12  
 
Saturday, May 30, 10:30 a.m. 
  Shavuot Yizkor 

This is Rabbi Hyman’s sermon from the April 21 streamed Yom HaShoah service  

http://www.bnaiisraeleaston.org/
mailto:temple18@goeaston.net
http://urj.org/index.cfm?
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camps much earlier than they admitted. Documents from the United Nations show that by December 1942, the US, UK 

and Soviet governments were aware that at least two million Jews had been murdered and a further five million were at 
risk of being killed. The Allied Powers did nothing to try and rescue or provide sanctuary to those in mortal danger.  

 

In the book Human Rights After Hitler, author Dan Plesch writes: "The records housed in the files of the United Nations, 

overturn one of the most important accepted truths concerning the Holocaust: that, despite the heroic efforts of escapees 
from Nazi-occupied Europe, the allies never officially accepted the reality of the Holocaust and therefore never condemned 

it until the camps were liberated at the end of the war."  

 

In 1943 Viscount Crainborne, a minister in Winston Churchill’s war cabinet, said Jews should not be considered a special 

case, and that the British Empire was not able to admit any more. These are painful and difficult to hear knowing that   
Viscount Crainborne and the British Government were well aware of the mass extermination of Europe's Jewish population 

taking place. 

 

The British, the Americans, the Soviets and many others knew what was happening in Nazi occupied Europe and they did 
next to nothing to save the Jews.  

 

Today, right now, there are atrocities taking place around the world. The Holocaust compels us to ask - can we really say 

Never Again - how can we say Never Again when other atrocities are happening again and again and again. We watch 

from afar and we expect to see different results, but none emerge.  
 

In seventy years when the history books are written about the war in Syria, about the global refugee crisis (larger today 

than at any time since World War Two) and when they talk about concentration camps for gay men in Chechnya – how will 

we be judged? What will they say about the statements we made and the actions, or lack of action, that we took? 
 

In 1967 George Steiner said the following: “Massacres are also going on right now, and if I cannot comprehend how men 

in this room did not move in 1940 or 1941, I am not sure I can comprehend why I do not move now when certain things 

are going on in Asia, at the very moment when I’m speaking. This evening we’ll go to our friends...while torture is going 

on and many human beings are being burned alive...But the great difference is this: it is conceivable that when the first 
news got through about Auschwitz — and there is some evidence on this — those who heard the report could not believe 

it; it seemed outside the categories of understanding. We who come after, know that whatever the news is, it may be so. 

Whatever the massacre, the torture, the children being burned now in our name — it may be so. . .  I think it is our job as 

Jews, if anywhere in the world human beings are being burned alive, to ask ourselves: How can we sit still?” 
 

It is no coincidence that Yom HaShoah and Pesach come so closely together in the Jewish calendar. The central message 

of Pesach is that we were slaves in Egypt and liberated for a purpose and that purpose is to act...to do!.   We have person-

ally experienced persecution and suffering, we bear those scars, we carry those memories with us and our Jewish world 
view is shaped and informed by that fact that we were once slaves who suffered all of these terrible atrocities. The      

message of Yom HaShoah is that thousands of years later our people were persecuted, attacked and slaughtered again.   

 

The move from Pesach to Yom HaShoah is a call to action... a decree, indeed, a demand to do more than merely review 

the pages of ancient history, but to apply the lessons held in our history and implement  real time action plans so that the 
words “Never Again” are fortified by action.  

 

George Santayana famously said: “Progress, far from consisting in change, depends on retentiveness. When change is  

absolute there remains no being to improve and no direction is set for possible improvement: and when experience is not 
retained...Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” 

We are a people of memory, but we are also a people of action: Na-asey V'Nishma- we do and we hear - act and under-

stand!  

 

Our remembering the past obligates us to ensure that the rest of the world does not forget...our history compels us to act 
so that the atrocities of the past are Never Again repeated.  

 

AMEN 
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The following was written by TBI congregant Marion Ein Lewin and published in the  Los Angeles Times 
 

Op-Ed: My childhood memories of the Holocaust in a world of  COVID-19 

 

Celebrating Passover during the COVID-19 pandemic brings back memories of Seders spent in the Bergen-Belsen             

concentration camp, starting when my twin brother and I were 6 years old.  

 

 At 82, we are in all likelihood the last surviving twins of the Holocaust — in any case, a shrinking remnant of the 5% of 

Jews from Holland who were deported to Nazi camps and returned.  

 

 Under impossible conditions, a group of prisoners in Bergen-Belsen from Salonika, Greece, managed to make Passover 

matzos. Clearly this was not a communal meal, the matzos produced were only a very few, but it spoke to the strength of 

the human spirit in the face of death, the courage to maintain an ancient and hallowed Jewish tradition in a world of fear 

and terror.  

 

Not to minimize the catastrophe of the current pandemic, with soaring 

numbers of people infected and a numbing death toll, but the odds of     

survival in Bergen-Belsen were of a different magnitude, infinitesimally 

small. To put it simply, all Jews in German-occupied Europe were sentenced 

to death under the terms of the Nazi regime ’s Final Solution and its         

orchestrated plan to exterminate the Jewish people.  

 

Even those sent to a slave labor camps rather than an extermination camp 

had their days numbered because the Nazi’s carefully calculated how long 

those prisoners could live under conditions of forced labor, starvation, 

beatings, exposure and exhaustion. No amount of social distancing or hand 

washing could change the odds of our survival.  

 

Under all this horror, there was one freedom our tormentors could not  

control or vanquish: freedom of the mind and freedom of the human spirit 

to rise above what had befallen us, to find occasional refuge from the   

tragedy of our circumstances.  

 

My mother at times mentally cooked a favorite meal, recalling every step 

of its preparation and its pleasures. When I visited my father after he had 

been beaten almost to death when SS guards caught him giving debilitated 

laborers under his supervision some moments of rest, he asked me to hold 

a lid of a tin can to his face so that he could shave. Many of his bones were broken, but he still wanted to maintain his   

dignity, to make a statement that his spirit could not be bowed.  

 

There were other inmates who risked their lives by missing a patrol to take  care of a dying relative or friend. Some        

prisoners helped inmates find shoes, however shoddy, to replace a pair that had been lost or stolen or disintegrated       

beyond repair. Without shoes, without a tin cup to hold the meager rations, a prisoner’s life was in effect over.  

 

Marion Ein Lewin and her twin brother  Steven 

Hess, around six years old, in Amsterdam 
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From a letter I received after the war, even I as a child seemed to have offered advice on alleviating painful and incessant 

hunger by encouraging those in line for our daily meager rations of turnips to swallow as slowly as possible. In retrospect 

that was not helpful, since the adults were given only a few minutes to gulp down their slop before harsh orders and loud 

whistles called them back to racking toil.  

 

In this unfathomable abyss it was all about maintaining hope in a dystopian world — looking to the light in a world of 

seeming darkness, remaining strong, remaining human, thinking of others when staying alive was a full time and mostly 

doomed effort.   

 

Passover this year coincides with the liberation of Bergen-Belsen on April 15, 1945. A few days before that day, my family 

and 2,500 other prisoners were put on what was later famously known as the Lost Train, headed east, ostensibly to the 

gas chambers when in fact the gas chambers had already been bombed by the Allies. After traveling for 13 days in a    

tortuous journey during which a third died without adequate food or water, the train was liberated by Russian troops in a 

small town in eastern Germany.  

 

When British troops reached Bergen-Belsen, they found 13,000 unburied dead added to thousands of others who met 

their final end from typhus, an epidemic that raged through the camp in its final months, among its victims Anne Frank 

and her older sister, Margot.  

 

Now we are fighting an enemy that no one can see, not as ruthless as the Nazis but nevertheless truly frightening. Our 

lives have been transformed, and every day brings new anxieties, new limitations, new fuel for feeling overwhelmed and 

helpless.  

 

With vigilance, science, and a medical system now in fuller throttle, this nightmare will come to an end and we will be 

better prepared the next time the world becomes unhinged by a new pestilence.  

 

In the fear and uncertainty of this time, I am struck by the heroic and merciful acts I first encountered as a young child 

behind barbed wire. We witness medical workers who take on herculean tasks of care and compassion when their lives 

are at stake. We see volunteers from all over the country who see a need and go that extra mile. Once again, it is that 

best in humanity that inspires and leaves a lasting legacy.  

 

 

  
Marion Ein Lewin and Steven Hess hold the blanket that Marion 

had with her in the Westerbork and Bergen-Belsen Concentration 

Camps. 
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Friends:   
You are probably tired of hearing from me.  I am writing a letter to you once a week, but the Shofar 

letter is more about Temple business.  Although all activities that take place at the Temple have 

been canceled or postponed, we are still busy with congregational work.  Our Rabbi continues to 

conduct streamed services. For two weeks he led three services a week.   Each of those weeks in-
cluded a Shabbat as well as Havdalah service and the first week added Pesach Yizkor and the sec-

ond Yom HaShoah. In addition, he moves forward with the B’nai Mitzvah classes and is once more 

holding his Torah classes (all virtual).  He has resumed programs for the Rabbi's Roundtable on  

MCTV and is keeping up with his normal Rabbinic, pastoral, and congregational duties.   Further, he 
is maintaining close contact with the entire congregation with phone calls and notes.  

 

Last week the board met (virtually) with Norman Bell, interim treasurer, who presented the 2020-2021 budget that he 

and our new treasurer, Sandra Seitz, have developed.  The budget went to Gloria Paul’s finance committee for approval 

and Norm and Sandra incorporated all of the suggestions from the committee in the board report. The board passed the 
budget which will be included in the Annual Meeting Packet.   Thank you, Norm, Sandra, and Gloria and the finance com-

mittee! 

 

The nominating committee, led by Belinda Frankel, proposed a new slate of board of directors. The board passed the 
slate. It will be presented in the packet as well and will be voted on at the Annual Congregational Meeting.  Thank you, 

Belinda, and your committee! 

 

I am sorry to report that Susan Silver resigned from the board effective immediately. Susan has been a valuable member 

of the board for many years and we will certainly miss her.  She has added a perspective that I, personally, have always 
appreciated.  In addition to her board position, she has been chairperson of the communications committee and works 

hard in overseeing the weekly announcements, the Shofar, and our communications in the local media.  She and her com-

mittee have developed policies relating to how we present ourselves to the public as a Temple. We have come a long way 

with Susan’s leadership.  Thank you, Susan!  We appreciate all of your hard work!  I know that Susan would like to find a 
new chair of the communications committee, so if you are interested, please contact me.  

 

I wish you and your families good health and as easy a housebound situation as one can have right now. This will end 

and hopefully, we will all be relatively unscathed.  

 
Shalom, Elaine 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear Members of Temple B’nai Israel, 

 
It feels as though the waiting will never end… until we’re able to see our friends and family, can eat at 

our favorite restaurants, and can all, once again, be together again at the Temple in celebration.  

 

Until then, we do what we can to get through this challenging time. Having a devoted pet at your side 
can make the time easier. While I go into the office once a week, most days I work from home, with 

Austin at my side. He is a 13-year-old toy poodle, and my loyal companion.  

 

He has helped me write two security grants, given advice on countless conversations with vendors, and 

sat calmly during board meeting conference calls. But what he has enjoyed most is listening to Marianne Styles sing dur-
ing services each week! 

 

In the midst of all of this change, Temple business still moves forward. Sandra Seitz has proven to have a critical eye 

with her role as Treasurer, and Gloria Paul is an astute Finance Chair, with keen insight on our investments. Other than 
all of you, our largest asset is our building, and while we are not all there every day, it is still being cared for and main-

tained. 

 

Many of you may have used a video conferencing program in business, or recently to connect with family and friends. 

Temple will also soon use video conferencing for meetings, and has identified WebEx as our video conference provider. If 
you are on a Temple committee, your next meeting may give you the opportunity to see each other on camera!  

Waiting is hard, but we will all soon be together again, and the celebration will be sweet.  

 

Stay healthy! 
Lori (& Austin) 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
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How congregants celebrated Passover during this time of social isolation  

It may not be pretty, but I made matzoh this year!  A Facebook 

friend posted a picture of hers, together with the recipe. I had 

what I needed in the house, and thought, ‘why not’!  It wasn’t 

pretty, but I have to admit making it brought me a lot of joy, 

and it actually tasted pretty good too! 

Vicki Cotter  

A Zoom photo of Passover with the entire Brodsky 

family of 37. It spanned 16 time zones from Japan, 

California, Cleveland, Long Island, White Plains,     

Potomac and Oxford. It was quite thrilling! 

 

Marian Brodsky 

Here is our Seder table prep, complete with 

“virtual” setting for our son David via Zoom ... 

Internet didn’t work for him, so we ended up 

talking via phone.    

Diane Tinney 

After submitting this photo, I realized that 

something about it is not “kosher”.  So here it 

is with the chametz magically removed!  Diane  

Louise Shapiro shared a Passover Seder with her 4 children 

and their spouses, 9 grandchildren with 4 spouses, 2 great 

grandchildren, awaiting the birth of 2 more soon, her 

cousin, and an in-law family. To attend this momentous 

occasion they traveled from the Netherlands, Alaska,      

California, New Mexico, Ohio, Maryland, North Carolina and 

Florida. Next year in Jerusalem.    
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How congregants are occupying themselves  

Every day we focus on how grateful we are that our entire family 

is safe and well even though they are scattered about the country. 

We think about how lucky we are to be living in such a special 

place with natural beauty all around to appreciate and admire on 

the walks we take every day. 

Over the last month it’s the little things in life that come full fo-

cus... a bluebird that sits outside our window, the eagles nesting 

in our trees, the blue heron wading in our creek and the most 

beautiful sunsets we have ever seen.  

Stay well and safe everyone!   Cheryl Kramer 

Len and Barbara Spector are rediscovering ourselves* on the Eastern 

Shore. 

Every cloud has its silver lining if you search and here we are,         

blossoming on Harris Creek and enjoying a sunny day. 

Warm regards, Barbara 

* and maintaining social distancing 

Right now (in between computer issues) I'm working on the Sharpie schooner 

model.  I also repaired a broken rudder on my previous model - the Martha,    

which is modeled after the Hoopers Island dovetail moored at the Chesapeake Bay        

Maritime Museum. 

Steve Sand 

Marcia Shapiro says “COVID is for the birds.”  

She took these shots while “social distancing 

from my car.” 



 8 

 

After being “downsized” at work in November, I suddenly had a great deal of time on my hands. And much to think about – do I join my 

husband in retirement? If so, what will I do with my time? We had just moved to Easton, so I started to investigate local groups and 

explore how best to get involved in our community. And, as an avid reader, I could finally pick up a few new books and broaden my 

horizons that way too. One book in particular caught my eye - Finding Meaning, Spirituality, and a Deeper Connection to Life – in      

Judaism (After Finally Choosing to Look There) by Sarah Hurwitz. I was planning to join Temple B’nai Israel, but I also wanted to deepen 

my faith, my understanding of our faith, and how I can become a better person. Sarah ’s book seemed perfect to start me on my      

journey, so I picked it up and dove in. I was not disappointed. Whether you are looking for a deeper connection, or just for a good book 

to snuggle up with during quarantine, I highly recommend it. Here’s a quick overview to whet your appetite. Enjoy! 

Author Sarah Hurwitz, formerly President Obama’s, and then first lady Michelle Obama’s speech writer, found 

herself with lots of time on her hands at the age of 36 after a romance ended. On a whim, she signed up for an 

introduction to Judaism class. She wasn’t looking for an existential journey, just to get out of her apartment. But 

that class started her on a life-changing, a life enhancing     journey. In her own words, “I was blown away by so much 

profound wisdom and insight on how to be a good     person and how to lead a worthy life. I thought, ‘where 

has this been all my life?’” 

One class led to another, and eventually a retreat where she had the opportunity to study with rabbis and have 

deeper discussions on the meaning and facts behind traditions, teachings, and prayer. Sarah took to the      

journey like a fish to water and turned her journalistic skills to the topic at hand – research, interviews, reading books, and digesting 

commentary that she never knew existed. A brand-new world of Judaism opened for her and this book is her gift back to the broader 

Jewish community to share what she learned.  

Part I of the book provides the background on her Jewish experience through the typical American approach to religious school , and 

how she began the journey to deepen her faith. She also provides a good introduction to the Torah, holidays, Talmud, and for anyone 

new to Judaism, her footnotes and bibliography are very helpful. From that base of understanding, in Part 2 she covers deeper  topics 

such as ethics and outlines a guide for those looking for a deeper connection through Shabbat, holidays, and everyday living.   

During this challenging pandemic, I found myself returning to her book and thinking more on the themes, teachings, and theolo gies of 

Judaism. For example, Sarah explores how we as a people were given the gift of free will:  the gift and the responsibility. S arah covers 

this concept thoroughly and provides insights that truly apply to our modern world. In the Ethics section, she covers the con cept of 

“stealing minds” – g’neivat da’at.  Growing up I had observed my parents following g'neivat da'at, but never knew it was part of our 

religious ethical standards . She also covers the many faces of Judaism – how it has adapted through the centuries, and thrived in the 

face of many challenges.  

This pandemic is just one more challenge for us. As history shows, this too will pass. We will learn from it and create an ev en better 

future. Hope you get a chance to enjoy this book. Stay safe and looking forward to meeting you all once the restrictions are lifted.  

Diane Tinney 

Book Review from Diane Tinney 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

We warmly welcome the newest members of our Temple Family 
 
                                         Vicki and Mark Cotter 
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Meet Our New Treasurer 

Sandra Melnick Seitz 

Sandra Melnick Seitz has joined both the TBI Board and Executive Committee as Treasurer. She has 

been training with Interim Treasurer Norman Bell since early March in order to assume these duties.   

Sandra and her husband Bob moved from Arlington, VA, to Stevensville ,Kent Island 4 years ago. They 

have 4 adult children:  A daughter, Stephanie Brooker, lives with her husband Brad and their children 

Hayden, age 16, and Hannah, age 12, in Kensington, MD.  Their son, Mark Goldstein, lives in Colorado 

with his daughter, Abby, age 6.  Daughter Chelsea Seitz lives in Oklahoma with her daughter Max,  

age 4.  Daughter Aubrey Barnes, who also lives in Oklahoma, is with her sons Sabyn, age 11, and Soul, 

age 6.   

Bob is a long-time member of Christ Church Parish Kent Island, which was established in the early 

1600’s.  Father Mark Delcuze of Christ Church is a colleague of Rabbi Hyman.   

Recent family activities included a “Zeder “— a Zoom Seder, plus Hannah becoming a Bat Mitzvah in 

early March at Temple Sinai in Washington DC.  Some of their outside interests include their grand-

children, Mah jongg, needlework, a monthly book club on Kent Island, and continuing her professional role as an infectious disease and 

cancer epidemiologist.  She and Bob are avid scuba divers, diving primarily in the Caribbean. Their grandson Hayden got scuba-certified 

last year and they were thrilled to be able to dive with him. Sandra and Bob returned from a cruise to Antarctica in early February, 

where they enjoyed the scenery and the wildlife. 

Sandra comes from a family tradition of being active at Temple Beth Aaron in Billings, MT, where Sandra grew up.  The Temple started 

as an Orthodox minyan that met in people’s homes.  Later, under the auspices of Sandra’s grandfather and father, long-time treasurers 

of the Temple, a one-room synagogue was built. Kosher meat was sent from Chicago by train during the winter, where it was kept in a 

koshered venison locker.  

Sandra was a member of Beth El Hebrew Congregation in Alexandria, VA, where she was always active – serving as treasurer of the 

Women of Reform Judaism, a member of the Temple Board of Directors for 4 years, and as a trustee of the Temple Endowment Fund 

for 4 years.  Having learned about TBI from Elaine Friedman, Sandra felt a sense of community and joined the Temple only a few 

months before becoming treasurer.  She appreciates being able to assume an active role in Temple B’nai Israel  and plans to work     

towards continuing the financial stability already established by TBI leadership and members.  

 

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL 
 

Rabbi Peter E. Hyman   Board Members:    Shofar Editors: 

Board of Directors and Officers:   Bruce Bernard     Lesley Israel   Stephen & Jean Sand 

 President - Elaine Friedman        Carole Brown       Barry Koh   Mary Whitehead 

 1st Vice President - Dennis Podolny  Meryle Dunlap     Cheryl Kramer 

 2nd Vice President -  Emily Callahan  Jodie Florkewicz   Stephen Sand 

 Secretary - Liz LaCorte    Belinda Frankel    Susan Silver 

 Treasurer  -  Sandra Seitz      Arna Meyer Mickelson (IPP) 
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        Shavuot 

It is ironic that Shavuot is such a little-known holiday. Because in fact, Shavuot commemorates the single most       

important event in Jewish history - the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. 

Shavuot is the culmination of the seven-week-long "counting of the Omer" that occurs following Passover. The very 

name "Shavuot" means "weeks," in recognition of the weeks of anticipation leading up to the Sinai experience. Since 

Shavuot occurs 50 days after the first day of Passover, it is sometimes known as "Pentecost," a Greek word meaning 

"the holiday of 50 days."  

Shavuot is a full-fledged Yom Tov, and as such carries most of the same restrictions as on Shabbat.  In Israel, Shavuot 

lasts one day; outside of Israel it is two days. 

Perhaps the reason for the relative obscurity of Shavuot is because this holiday has no      

obvious "symbols" of the day, i.e. no Shofar, no Sukkah, no Chanukah Menorah. 

So how do we commemorate Shavuot? It is a widespread custom to stay up the entire night 

learning Torah. And since Torah is the way to self-perfection, the Shavuot night learning is 

called Tikkun Leil Shavuot, which means "an act of self-perfection on the night of Shavuot." 

At synagogue services on Shavuot morning, we read the biblical book of Ruth, a non-Jewish 

woman whose love for God and Torah led her to convert to Judaism.  

On Shavuot, it is customary to decorate the synagogue with branches and flowers. This is because Mount Sinai       

blossomed with flowers on the day the Torah was given. The Bible also associates Shavuot with the harvest of wheat 

and fruits, and marks the bringing of the first fruits to the Holy Temple as an expression of thanksgiving.  

 

          Lag B’Omer 

On the second day of Passover, in the days of the Temple, an omer of barley was cut down and brought to the Temple as 

an offering (an omer was an ancient Hebrew measure of grain, amounting to about 2.1 quarts).  This grain offering was 

referred to as the Omer. 

According to the Torah (Lev. 23:15), we are obligated to count the days from Passover to Shavuot. This period is known 

as the Counting of the Omer.  

Every night, from the second night of Passover to the night before Shavuot, we recite a blessing and state the count of 

the Omer in both weeks and days. So on the 16th day, you would say "Today is sixteen days, which is two weeks and two 

days of the Omer." The counting is intended to remind us of the link between Passover, which commemorates the       

Exodus, and Shavuot, which commemorates the giving of the Torah. It reminds us that the redemption from slavery was 

not complete until we received the Torah. 

This period is a time of partial mourning, during which weddings, parties, and dinners with 

dancing are not conducted, in memory of a plague during the lifetime of Rabbi Akiba. Haircuts 

during this time are also forbidden. The 33rd day of the Omer (the eighteenth of Iyar) is a  

minor holiday commemorating a break in the plague. The holiday is known as Lag B'Omer. The 

mourning practices of the Omer period are lifted on that date. The word "Lag" is not really a  

word; it is the number 33 in Hebrew. 

In modern Israel, Lag B'Omer has been reinterpreted to commemorate the Bar Kochba revolt 

against the Romans, leading to customs that include having large dinner celebrations and 

lighting bonfires. In Sephardic tradition, Lag B'Omer is also the hillula, or anniversary of death, 

of the great sage Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai. In celebration of his life, every year thousands of Jews ascend Mount Meron 

outside the city of Safed to "eat, drink, and be merry." It is customary to throw locks of hair in bonfires as well.  

Lag B’Omer is typically celebrated with barbecues and picnics attended by family, friends and community members. There 

are not many traditional Lag B’Omer foods, but in Israel, typical foods eaten on the holiday include kebabs (roasted 

skewered meat or vegetables), pitas, eggplant salad, potato salad, tahini, etc. Otherwise, any foods that would go well at 

a picnic or bonfire are great options for Lag B’Omer.   

 

HOLIDAYS OF THE MONTH 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu lFri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torah Classes 

Cancelled   

until further 

notice 

 

 

 

1 

7:39 pm  

candle lighting  

 

Shabbat/

Birthday Service 

Live Streaming 

6:00-7:00 pm 

2 

 

3 

Religious 

School     

Cancelled  

until further 

notice 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

8 

7:46 pm  

candle lighting 

9 

Shabbat  

Service 

Live  

Streaming 

10-11 am 

 

10 

 

Mother’s Day 

 

 

11 

 

12 

Advancement 

Committee  

Meeting via 

conference call 

4:00-5:00 

 

Executive  

Committee 

Meeting via 

conference call 

5:00-6:00 

13 

 

14 

Membership 

Committee  

Meeting via   

conference call 

10:30-11:30 

15 

7:52 pm  

candle lighting  

 

Shabbat Service 

Live Streaming  

6:00-7:00 pm 

16 

17 

10:00-12:00 

Board Meeting  

via conference 

call 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 21 

 

22 

7:58 pm  

candle lighting  

23 

Shabbat  

Service 

Live  

Streaming 

10-11 am 

24 

 

 

 

 

25 26 27 28 29 

8:03 pm  

candle lighting  

 

Shabbat Service 

Erev Shavuot 

Live Streaming  

6:00-7:00 pm 

 

30 

Shavuot 

Yizkor Service 

Live Streaming 

10:30-11:30 am 
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