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RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Services will be streamed on the TBI
Facebook page until further notice
Saturday, June 6, 10:00 a.m.
Torah Portion: Naso II
Numbers 6:1-7:89
Haftarah: Judges 13:13-25
Friday, June 12, 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Beha'alotcha
Numbers 8:1-12:16
Haftarah: Zech 2:14-4:7

Saturday, June 20, 10:00 a.m.
Torah Portion: Sh'lach L'cha
Numbers 13:1-15:41
Haftarah: Joshua 2:1-24
Friday, June 26, 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Korach
Numbers 16:1-18:32
Haftarah: I Samuel 11:14-12:22

The 26th chapter of the Book of Leviticus presents, with stunning clarity, the terms and conditions of Jewish life under the
Covenant: the contractual relationship that the people of Israel
enter into with God; the details of which are articulated and
specified in Torah. Parshat B'chukotai articulates the benefits of
Divine favor. If Israel follows God’s decrees and keeps God's
commands, there will be rain in its season, the earth will yield
its fruit, there will be peace, the people will flourish, they will
have children, and they will feel the presence of God in their
midst. God will make them free.
Parashat B'chukotai also details, and makes crystal clear, the sobering realities of
the "B side of the coin." Actually, this section is genuinely frightening. It enumerates the punishments and lists the curses that will befall Israel if the people fail to
honor their commitment to the Covenant and fail in their mission as a holy nation:

“But if do not listen to me and carry out all these commands … I will bring terror upon you, fatal diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and drain away your life.
You will plant seed in vain, because your enemies will eat what you planted … If after all this you still do not listen to me, I will punish you for your sins seven times
over. I will break down your stubborn pride and make the sky above you like iron
and the ground beneath you like bronze … I will turn your cities into ruins and lay
waste your sanctuaries, and I will take no delight in the pleasing aroma of your offerings. I will lay waste the land, so that your enemies who live there will be appalled … As for those of you who are left, I will make their hearts so fearful in the
lands of their enemies that the sound of a windblown leaf will put them to flight.
They will run as though fleeing from the sword, and they will fall, even though no
one is pursuing them. (Lev. 26: 14-36)
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, commenting on these versus writes: "The repeated phrases –
'If after all this . . . If despite this . . . If despite everything' – come like hammerblows of fate. It is a passage shattering in its impact, all the more so since so much
of it came true at various times in Jewish history. Yet the curses end with the most
profound promise of ultimate consolation. Despite everything God will not break the
Covenant with the Jewish people. Collectively they will be eternal. They may suffer,
but they will never be destroyed. They will undergo exile but eventually they will
return."
This is the logic of Covenant. Unlike other conceptions of history or politics, the Covenant sees nothing inevitable or even natural about the fate of a people. Israel will
not follow the usual laws of the rise and fall of civilizations. The Jewish people were
not to see their national existence in terms of cosmology, written into the structure
of the universe, immutable and fixed for all time, as did the ancient Mesopotamians
and Egyptians. Nor were they to see their history as cyclical, a matter of growth and
decline...Instead; and here is the transformational uniqueness of Israelite history.
Israelite history is utterly dependent on moral considerations. If Israel stays true to
its mission, it will flourish. If it drifts from its vocation, it will suffer defeat after defeat.
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Only one other nation in history has seen its fate in similar terms, namely the United States of America. The influence of
the Hebrew Bible on American history – carried by our Pilgrim Ancestors and reiterated in presidential rhetoric ever since –
was decisive. John Schaar writes in his book Legitimacy in the Modern State,
“We are a nation formed by a covenant, by dedication to a set of principles and by an exchange of promises to uphold
and advance certain commitments among ourselves and throughout the world. Those principles and commitments are
the core of American identity, the soul of the body politic. They make the American nation unique, and uniquely valuable,
among and to the other nations. But the other side of the conception contains a warning very like the warnings spoken
by the prophets to Israel: if we fail in our promises to each other, and lose the principles of the covenant, then we lose
everything, for they are we.”

The point is this: Covenantal politics is moral politics, driving an elemental connection between the fate of a nation and its vocation. This is statehood as a matter - not of power - but of ethical responsibility.
You might think that this kind of politics could rob a nation of its freedom. Spinoza argued just this. He wrote: “This, then,
was the object of the ceremonial law, that men should do nothing of their own free will, but should always act under external authority, and should continually confess by their actions and thoughts that they were not their own masters.” However, in this respect, Spinoza was wrong. Covenant theology is emphatically a politics of liberty. This is, undeniably,
the reason behind and the message communicated in the Passover Seder.
Leviticus 26 applies to the nation as a whole, presenting to individuals and ultimately to the nation, the proposition God
spells out at the beginning of human history:
Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why are you crest fallen? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you don't do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it .”
The choice – God is saying – is in our hands. We are free to do and choose. But...actions have consequences. You cannot
overeat, do no exercise and expect to stay healthy. You cannot act selfishly and win the respect of other people. You cannot allow injustices to prevail and sustain a cohesive society. You cannot let leaders use power for their own ends without
destroying the basis of a free and responsive social order... There is nothing mystical about these ideas. They are eminently intelligible...and inescapably moral.
I brought you from slavery to liberation – says God – I empower you to be free. I will not abandon you. but...I will not, nor
in reality, can I, intervene in your choices...I will instruct you on what choices you ought to make. I will teach you the co nstitution of liberty. But... your choices are your choices!
One of the most important principle Torah communicates to us, is this: A nation cannot worship itself and survive. Sooner
or later, power will corrupt those who wield it. If fortune favors it and it grows rich, it will become self -indulgent and eventually decadent. Its citizens will no longer have the courage to fight for their liberty, and it will fall to another, more Spartan power.

If there are gross inequalities, the people will lack a sense of the common good. If government is high -handed and nonaccountable, it will fail to command the loyalty of the people. None of this takes away your freedom. It is simply the landscape within which freedom is to be exercised. You may choose this way or that, but not all paths lead to the same destination.
To stay free, a nation must worship something greater than itself...for Israel and for us, nothing less than God, together
with the belief that all human beings are created in the image of God. Self-worship on a national scale leads to totalitarianism and the extinction of liberty. It took the loss of more than 100 million lives in the twentieth century to remind us of
this truth.
Listen again to the wisdom of Rabbi Sacks: "In the face of suffering and loss, there are two fundamentally different questions an individual or nation can ask, and they lead to quite different outcomes. The first is, 'What did I, or we, do wrong? '
The second is, 'Who did this to us?' It is not an exaggeration to say that this is the fundamental choice governing the destinies of people.

The latter leads inescapably to what is today known as the culture. of victimhood. It locates the source of evil outside oneself. Someone else is to blame. It is not I or we who are at fault, but some external cause. You know, 'the devil made me
do it.' The attraction of this logic can be overpowering. It calls for, and often evokes, sympathy. It is, however, deeply destructive. It leads people to see themselves as objects, not subjects. They are done to, not doers; passive, not active. The
results are anger, resentment, rage and a burning sense of injustice. None of these, however, ever leads to freedom, since
by its very logic this mindset abdicates responsibility for the current circumstances in which one finds oneself. Blaming
others is the suicide of liberty."
Blaming oneself, by contrast, is difficult. It means living with constant self-criticism. It is not a route to peace of mind. Yet
it is profoundly empowering. It implies that, precisely because we accept responsibility and embrace accountability for the
bad things that have happened, we also have the ability to chart a different course in the future. Within the terms set by
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covenant, the outcome depends on us. That is the logical geography of hope, and it rests on the choice Moses was later
to define in these words:
“This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.” (Deut. 30: 19)
One of the most profound contributions Torah makes to Western civilization is this — the destiny of nations lies not in
the externalities of wealth or power, fate or circumstance, but in moral responsibility: the responsibility for
creating and sustaining a society that honors the image of God within each of its citizens, rich and poor,
powerful or powerless alike. Torah promotes individual responsibility and collective accountability.
The politics of responsibility is not easy. The curses of Vayikra 26 are the very reverse of comforting. Yet the profound
consolations with which they end are not accidental, nor are they wishful thinking. They are testimony to the power of
the human spirit when summoned to the highest vocation. A nation that sees itself as responsible for the evils that befall
it, is also a nation that has an inextinguishable power of recovery and return.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Friends,
I hope that you are all doing well and that now are so used to this new normal that it
almost seems normal. In talking to many of you, I hear reflection in what you say. Reflection in the area of what is really important. This week, I have been thinking about a
friend who was born Jewish but was a “cultural Jew”. Her children never went to religious school, they sometimes went to services for the Holidays but never belonged to a
synagogue. However, when her husband passed away, she called, and even before she
gave us the news, she said, “What is the Rabbi’s phone number?” Recently, when I spoke
to another friend of mine, who is not Jewish, she said that she appreciates her religion
more deeply right now. She has gone to church each week for her whole life, but now she is thinking about
what it all means and feels closer to her faith. I am not going to comment on either of these people. I just
want to put it out there. Something to reflect on. But the bottom line is we are lucky that we have the Temple and are staying connected. We have had good “attendance” at our Shabbos and other services. We are
communicating and I believe we are very lucky in so many ways.
Be safe. We will keep you posted on plans for the future.
Shalom,

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL
Rabbi Peter E. Hyman
Board of Directors and Officers:
President - Elaine Friedman
1st Vice President - Barry Koh
2nd Vice President - Emily Callahan
Secretary - Cheryl Kramer
Treasurer - Sandra Seitz

Board Members:
Shofar Editors:
Bruce Bernard Lesley Israel
Stephen & Jean Sand
Carole Brown Liz LaCorte
Mary Whitehead
Meryle Dunlap Stephen Sand
Jodie Florkewicz Ben Schlesinger
Belinda Frankel
Arna Meyer Mickelson (IPP)
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Temple B’nai Israel Members,
Many of us have felt a loss of connectedness to family members, friends, neighbors and to our friends at
the Temple. This time apart has been difficult for all of us. While we haven ’t been together for religious
school, services or a potluck for a few months now, please know that the Temple leadership and staff
have been working to continue to keep us all connected.

Streaming services through Facebook has certainly been a learning curve, and thankfully, member Robert Styles has worked each week with us to improve our video and audio quality. We are live each week,
so we do not have any fancy transitions or pre-recorded singing taped ahead of service dates. Using Facebook as our main platform for broadcasting, allows our services to be both live and open to the public.
Current, former, and family of members have expressed their gratitude for these open services. Rabbi Hyman has
expressed an interest in continuing to stream services, in order to reach all of our members, regardless of where they
may be. So, perhaps, this is one good thing that has come from this pandemic.
Internally, we are testing WebEx for video conferencing software, during Board meetings, religious school special services
and the Rabbi’s Torah class. It has been wonderful to not just hear, but see our friends again. Zoom had so many negative experiences with the Jewish population, that we wanted to wait until they had worked out their security issues before
using their service. Their security is now enhanced, and I know that many of you already use Zoom to speak with your
friends and family. We will again consider Zoom as one of our long-term solutions for the Temple during testing in the
next month.
While we all enjoy our beautiful new building, you don’t have to be physically at the Temple to feel the wonderful sense of
community and spiritual leadership that occurs inside and outside the walls. Not only do you belong to a wonderful Jewish
community on the Eastern Shore, we have created a safe space for Jewish people to gather and share. Whether it ’s on
Facebook, through a WebEx class or receiving a “check-in” call, the Temple is here and will be here to greet us when it is
safe to open our doors once again.
Shalom, Lori

TBI’s Virtual Services
Those who attended Saturday morning’s Shabbat/Shavuot Yizkor virtual Facebook service were presented
with a major upgrade, thanks to the technical expertise of Rob Styles. Through a video conference call
linked to Facebook we were able to view Cantor Lisa Levine and Elaine, Marcia Porter, Barbara Spector,
Barry Koh, and Laurie Lewis reading portions of the service. It was fitting that on the 53rd anniversary of
his Bar Mitzvah Rabbi Bienstock again chanted parshat Naso. A comment from one viewer: “With this new
format I feel like I am sitting in the synagogue. Thank you all who made this happen.” Here’s a Facebook
screenshot of Cantor Levine. The video can be viewed on the Temple Facebook page.
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Things to Enjoy While “Staying Home”
Films with Jewish Themes
AMAZON PRIME VIDEO

NETFLIX

24 Days (Directed by Alexandre Arcady)

A Fortunate Man (Directed by Bille August)

1945 (Directed by Ferenc Török)

A Tale of Love and Darkness (Directed by Natalie Portman)

Closed Season (Directed by Franziska Schlotterer)

Above and Beyond (Directed by Roberta Grossman)

The Art Dealer (Directed by Francois Margolin)

Amy (Directed by Asif Kapadia)

In Search of Israeli Cuisine (Directed by Roger Sherman)

Bobbi Jene (Directed by Elvira Lind)

Inside Llewyn Davis (Directed Joel & Ethan Coen)

Bombshell! The Hedy Lamarr Story (Directed by Alexandra
Dean)

The Matchmaker (Directed Avi Nesher)

Curtiz (Directed by Tamas Yvan Topolanszky)

Mr. Kaplan (Directed by Alvaro Brechner)

For the Love of Spock (Directed by Adam Nimoy)

Rabin In His Own Words (Directed by Erez Laufer)

Harold and Lillian: A Hollywood Love Story (Directed by
Daniel Raim)

To Dust (Directed by Shawn Snyder)

Transit (Directed by Christian Petzold)
Very Semi-Serious (Directed by Leah Wolchok)

The Last Resort (Directed by Dennis Scholl & Kareem
Tabsch)

We Shall Not Die Now (Directed by Ashton Gleckman)

Maktub (Directed by Oded Raz)
Menashe (Directed by Joshua Weinstein)

The Meyerowitz Stories (Directed by Noah Baumbach)
Operation Finale (Directed by Chris Weitz)
Sandstorm (Directed by Elite Zexer)
The Tenth Man (Directed by Daniel Burman)
They Are Everywhere (Directed by Yvan Attal)

Y-STUDS
A Jewish A Capella group, originally from Yeshiva University”:
Click below to watch “Evolution of Jewish Music”:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbeArPQqsc8
You’ll want to skip the ads, of course! It’s a YouTube thing.

Click here: www.oldjewstellingjokes.com
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A TEST FOR 'OLDER' KIDS
Submitted by Elaine
01. After the Lone Ranger saved the day and rode off into the sunset, the grateful citizens would ask, Who was that
masked man? Invariably, someone would answer, I don't know, but he left this behind. What did he leave behind?
________ ________.
02. When the Beatles first came to the U.S. In early 1964, we all watched them on The _______ _______ Show.

03. 'Get your kicks, ____ ______ ________.'
04. 'The story you are about to see is true. The names have been changed to ______ ______ ________.'
05. 'In the jungle, the mighty jungle, ____ ____ ______ _______.'

06. After the Twist, The Mashed Potato, and the Watusi, we 'danced' under a stick that was lowered as low as we could
go in a dance called the '_________.'
07. Nestle's makes the very best . . . _____________.
08. Satchmo was America's 'Ambassador of Goodwill.' Our parents shared this great jazz trumpet player with us. His
name was ________ _________.
09. What takes a licking and keeps on ticking? ______ ________.
10. Red Skeleton's hobo character was named _______ ____________ and Red always ended his television show by

saying, 'Good Night, and '_______ ________ '
11. Some Americans who protested the Vietnam War did so by burning their ______ _______.
12. The cute little car with the engine in the back and the trunk in the front was called the VW. What other names did it
go by? ________ & __________.
13. In 1971, singer Don MacLean sang a song about, 'the day the music died.' This was a tribute to ________ _________.

14. We can remember the first satellite placed into orbit. The Russians did it. It was called __________.
15. One of the big fads of the late 50's and 60's was a large plastic ring that we twirled around our waist. It was called
the ______ _______.
16. Remember LS/MFT _____ _____/_____ _____ _____?
17. Hey Kids! What time is it? It's ________ ______ ________!

18. Who knows what secrets lie in the hearts of men? Only The __________ Knows!
19. There was a song that came out in the 60's that was "a grave yard smash". Its name was the _______ _______!
20. Alka Seltzer used a "boy with a tablet on his head" as its Logo/Representative. What was the boy's name? ________

Answers are on the next page
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Tidbits of Jewish History
Selina Solomons (1862-1942)
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, finally giving women the right to
vote. In honor of this landmark milestone, the Shofar will be highlighting some of the many Jewish women who contributed to the
suffrage movement.
Selina Solomons devoted her life to women’s suffrage and was a key player with
California passing its eighth amendment that gave women the right to vote in 1911.
She grew up in a middle-class Sephardic Jewish family that traced its ancestry back to
Spain and Great Britain. Her father, Gershom Mendes Seixas Solomons, was one of the
founders of Temple Emanu-El in San Francisco. In 1896, California failed to pass an
amendment giving women the right to vote. Solomons believed that part of the reason
the amendment failed to pass was due to the number of elite suffragists that were not
connecting with middle and lower-class voters. For example, the Century Club was the
first all-women’s club in California, but was for elite women.
Solomons founded the Votes for Women Club in 1910 in downtown San Francisco aimed at working class
women . At this club, meals were served and the women were educated on the suffrage movement. The club
hosted lectures and forums advocating the right to vote and the reading room housed literature on the suffrage movement. The women at the club joined Solomons in canvassing the working-class population.

In 1911, California passed the amendment to grant women the right to vote by a 2% margin. It was the sixth
state to grant the vote to women. In response to winning, Selina stated: “We had kept back our womanish
tears. Now we gave free rein to our emotions in both manly and womanly fashion, with handshaking and back
slapping as well as hugging and kissing one another. October 10, 1911 proved to be the greatest day in my
life.”
In 1912, Solomons published How We Won the Vote in California: A True Story of the Campaign of 1911,
which outlined the successful process that was undertaken to gain the right to vote in California from the
lobbying to the fundraising efforts.

01. The Lone Ranger left behind a silver bullet.

11. Draft cards (bras were also burned)

02. The Ed Sullivan Show

12. Beetle or Bug

03. On Route 66

13. Buddy Holly

04. To protect the innocent.

14. Sputnik

05. The Lion Sleeps Tonight

15. Hoola-hoop

06. The limbo

16. Lucky Strike/Means Fine Tobacco

07. Chocolate

17. Howdy Doody Time

08. Louis Armstrong

18. Shadow

09. The Timex watch

19. Monster Mash

10. Freddy, The Freeloader and 'Good Night and God Bless.'

20. Speedy
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June 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5
8:08 pm
candle lighting

6
Shabbat/Birthday
Service
Live Streaming
10:00-11:00 am

7

8

9

10

11
Membership committee
meeting via conference
call or Webex
10:30-12:00

12
8:12 pm
candle lighting
Shabbat Service
Live Streaming
6:00-7:00 pm

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
8:14 pm
candle lighting

20
Shabbat Service
Live Streaming
10:00-11:00 am

21
Father’s Day

22
Advancement
committee meeting via conference
call or Webex
4:00 - 5:00 pm

23

24

25

26
8:15 pm
candle lighting

27

Shabbat in the
Park, Oxford
5:00—6:00 pm

Executive committee meet ing via
conference call or
Webex
5:00 - 6:00 pm

28
Board Meet ing
via conference
call or Webex
10:00 - 12:00

29

30

31
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