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One of the best known and most often quoted passages in
Scripture comes from the book of Ecclesiastes. The verse
was made even more familiar to us by Pete Seeger, who
wrote the song "Turn, Turn, Turn”. It was recorded and
rose to #1 on the charts in 1965 by The Byrds: the great
band featuring David Crosby, Gene Clark, Michael Clarke,
Chris Hillman, and Jim McGuinn. You know the song and the
text:

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Services will be streamed on the TBI
Facebook page until further notice
Saturday, August 1, 10:00 a.m.
Torah Portion: Va'etchanan
Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11
Haftarah: Isaiah 40:1-26

Without question, the author of Kohelet (the Hebrew title of the Book of
Ecclesiastes) was absolutely correct. We know from our own experiences and
interactions with those around us that there is an appropriate time for everything. That's both a fact of life and a lesson each of us learns as we walk the
road of living.

Friday, August 7, 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Eikev
Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25
Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3

I share these thoughts with you because the issue of the Talbot Boys Statue,
the monument dedicated to those individuals from Talbot County who were a
part of the Confederacy and fought in the Confederate army, has again been
addressed by the Talbot County leadership. The issue of removing the statue is
presently being discussed and considered by the elected officials on the County
Council.

Saturday, August 15, 10:00 a.m.
Torah Portion: Re'eh
Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:11-55:5

At the June 23rd Talbot County Council meeting, Council President Corey Pack
said, "the county has reached a time that the statue be removed..." President
Pack is absolutely correct. As we say in Hebrew, "haz'manhigeah - the time
has arrived."

Friday, August 21, 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Shoftim
Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9
Haftarah: Isaiah 51:12-52:12
Saturday, August 29, 10:00 a.m.
Torah Portion: Ki Teitzei
Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-10

Below is a copy of a letter I wrote to the County Council five years ago, in
support of moving the statue. Understand something, I did not suggest that the
statue be destroyed. I felt then, and I still believe, that this statue should be
removed from its present location in the front of the County Courthouse.
This epistle will communicate to you my unequivocal support for removing the
Talbot Boys statue from its present location and placing it in a location more
appropriate for such a monument.
Let's be clear about the function and purpose of monuments and
statues. Statues and monuments possess evocative power. Statues stand in
testimony to the intrepid souls who shape our beliefs, sculpt our ideologies and
craft our world view. But they do not stand silently. When we place monuments
on sacred ground we do so not only to memorialize individuals of influence and
efficacy but also to communicate and perpetuate the ideas, ideologies, principles, notions, beliefs and political dogma championed by those memorialized by
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a statue. We communicate clearly and unambiguously who we are and what we believe through the prominence of
our monuments. And make no mistake, those messages are powerful, enlightening, instructive, evocative and long
lasting.
With this as background, let us be clear about what that Talbot Boys statue represents. That monument represents
a political system and a set of beliefs that were dehumanizing and hateful. That statue, with its cleverly sculpted
flag, memorializes sedition and venerates an insurrection against the United States by people committed to the
oppression, subjugation and degradation of another group of human beings. That monument represents those
states and those so committed to the continuation of slavery and the benighted notion of white supremacy that they
would foment war, kill their neighbors and brothers and die themselves rather than reject their own bigotry and
hatred. Make no mistake, when I look at that statue, its flag and the letters C.S.A. I see a symbol of failure, of an
evil cause appropriately and necessarily defeated. That monument stands as testimony to racism and the arrogance
of human conceit that always seeks to hide evil behind moral half truths and political distortions. I wonder about the
inner beliefs and core values of those who argue vehemently to keep it where it is. What motivates them to do so?
That statue, standing as it now does on the Court House grounds, sends a message and suggests to all who see it
that we, as a community, by its very presence on that spot, embrace the message it silently communicates. For
these reasons and more, it’s time to move the Talbot Boy statue.
One last point, to those who would argue that the statue serves as testimony to the bravery and sacrifice of those
who fought. Consider this. While no doubt there were individuals who fought tenaciously and resolutely, individual
action can never serve as moral justification for a wrong and unrighteous cause. That statue speaks not to the valor
of those fighting but rather amplifies the insidious and indefensible worldview which it represents.

Do the right and righteous thing, move the statue.
Respectfully, Rabbi Peter E. Hyman

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I hope this letter finds you well. As I looked back on my July letter for the Shofar, I realized
that I wrote it before the Annual Meeting. I was really lifted emotionally by the response that
we had to the meeting. Close to 60 people signed into Zoom. It was wonderful actually seeing
all of you! Not only did we get to see each other, but I believe we accomplished a great deal.
Thank you to all the people that participated and especially those that prepared reports for the
meeting.
Welcome to the new board. Last week we had our first meeting and I am impressed by the
dedication of the board members. I know that we will accomplish a lot this year!
Thank you to the people who ran Shabbat Services while the Rabbi was on vacation: Rabbi
Bienstock, Cantor Styles, Barry Koh and Scott Feldman. I know that it takes a great deal of
preparation and we appreciate the great job you all did.

I have resumed my calls to congregants and am impressed by how upbeat our members are. It is heartwarming to
realize how well people have adjusted to the new normal.
The Life Long Learning committee is helping us adjust by continuing to offer amazing programs. Please make sure
you sign up for these stimulating activities.
Now we are looking ahead to the Holidays. The Rabbi and the High Holiday committee are working hard to get
everything ready for the Days of Awe. The packets will be sent out in a few weeks.
Please stay healthy!
Shalom, Elaine
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Temple Members,

As we all try to stay cool during this extremely hot summer, I wanted to expand upon
some good news that Elaine announced in July. Earlier this year, Temple B ’nai Israel
submitted a security grant application to FEMA/DHS. In July, we were notified that we
were awarded a $100k grant, to help secure our building through the installation of bullet
resistant film on all building exterior windows, automated electronic locks on all doors,
and the installation of additional cameras in the interior and exterior of our building.
I thank Dennis Podolny, Elaine Friedman, and Rabbi Hyman for their contribution to our
final application. Federal and state grant applications are a laborious process; Dennis,
Elaine, and the Rabbi provided another level of scrutiny to our internal process.
We are also grateful to Mayor Willey and state delegate Johnny Mautz for their letters written in support of
our application. Once we receive the final grant package, we will move forward with installing these new
security features.
This is exciting news for the Temple!
Many thanks,
Lori Ramsey

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL
Board of Directors and Officers:
President - Elaine Friedman
1st Vice President - Barry Koh
2nd Vice President - Ben Schlesinger
Secretary - Cheryl Kramer
Treasurer - Sandra Seitz

Board Members:
Bruce Bernard Belinda Frankel
Carol Brown
Lesley Israel
Emily Callahan Liz LaCorte
Meryle Dunlap Stephen Sand
Jody Florkewicz Barbara Levine Spector
Arna Meyer Mickelson (IPP)

Rabbi - Peter E. Hyman
Executive Director - Lori Ramsey
Office Manager - Nancy Cummings
Shofar Editors:
Stephen & Jean Sand
Mary Whitehead

About the Yam Chai Society
When Dennis Podolny was Chair of the Advancement Committee (2018-2020), he recognized
the importance of establishing a process for congregants and friends to remember Temple
B’nail Israel in their estate planning. His parents were philanthropic throughout their lives to
their Temple and arts organizations, setting an example for Dennis and his siblings.

Dennis’ wife Janice is also a firm believer in gifting funds to organizations that align with their
family’s values, and carrying on the tradition created by their parents. In addition to their
annual fund gifts, they both wanted to remember Temple B’nai Israel in their estate planning.
An email and follow up phone call to their estate planner was all that was required to generate a document
that was signed and included with their final directives.
Dennis then worked with his Advancement Committee to create a legacy organization to encourage and honor
others to remember the Temple in their estate planning. This is how the Yam Chai Society was created for
Temple B’nai Israel. Many thanks to Dennis and Janice for allowing us to share your story and creating this
new opportunity for giving at the Temple.
If you have remembered Temple B’nai Israel in your estate plans, or would like to receive information on how
to gift funds, please contact Lori Ramsey, Executive Director, at 919-428-0973.
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A Perfect Storm: Israel’s 3 Elections
As part of our 2020 Life Long Learning ENGAGE series, Temple B’nai Israel is hosting a special ZOOM
Event for Members, Friends, and Family. Our speaker is Dr. Jesse Ferris, Vice President of Strategy for The
Israel Democracy Institute, an independent center of research and action dedicated to bolstering the values
and institutions of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state.
Over the past 18 months, a perfect storm hit Israel as the country endured three rounds of inconclusive
elections only to be clobbered by the Coronavirus. What were the roots of this severe political crisis? Did it
stem from a flawed electoral system, a culture clash within Israeli society, or the pressures of a Prime
Minister under indictment? And what role did the pandemic play in bringing about an end to the crisis and
establishing the new unity government? Dr. Jesse Ferris, Vice President of Strategy for The Israel Democracy
Institute will explain Israel’s current political landscape and outline the steps Israel must take to strengthen
its institutions and protect its founding values.
After graduating from Ort Everett high school in Hatzor Haglilit,
Jesse enlisted in the IDF, where he served five years as a medic,
combatant and team leader, attaining the rank of Captain in the
reserves. He then went on to earn a BA with distinction in History
from Yale University. Upon graduating from Yale, Jesse
co-founded Marketbee Technologies, an enterprise software
company based in Jerusalem and San Francisco, where he served
as director of marketing and product development until 2002.
Dr. Ferris received his Ph.D. in Near Eastern Studies from
Princeton University in 2008. His doctoral thesis, entitled Egypt,
the Cold War, and the Civil War in Yemen, 1962-1966, earned him
a Mellon/ACLS Fellowship in 2007, a Social Science Research
Council Fellowship in 2007, and the Bayard and Cleveland Dodge
Memorial Thesis Prize for Best Ph.D. Dissertation in 2009.
Since graduating from Princeton, he has held two post-doctoral positions: a Mellon/ACLS Recent Doctoral
Recipient Fellowship and a Lady Davis Postdoctoral Fellowship at Hebrew University. His research interests
include democracy and foreign policy, international politics of the Middle East, Arab strategic culture, Russian
and American foreign policy, and Israeli national security.
ENGAGE! Event Information
Thursday, August 6, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Please register for this event by August 4th by clicking on this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZMrcOCrqz4iG9H7M5Bwio7BpvzlRzyLODpw
You will receive a confirmation email with information about joining the meeting.

Jesse’s book, “Nasser’s Gamble: How Intervention in Yemen Caused the Six Day War and the Decline of
Egyptian Power”, is available on Amazon
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Our Sacred Signs: How Christian, Jewish and Muslim Art
Draw from the Same Source
As part of our 2020 Life Long Learning ENGAGE series, Temple B’nai Israel is hosting a special ZOOM
Event for Members, Friends, and Family. Directly from NYC’s 92nd Street Y, our speaker is Dr. Ori Soltes,
Goldman Professorial Lecturer, The Center for Jewish Civilization at Georgetown University.
Art is a medium through which the artist interprets, revisions the world and filters the objective data of the
world through the subjective eyes, hands and mind of the artist.
This lavishly illustrated talk will explore how symbols—numbers, colors, geometric forms, gestures, and
figures—are used in convergent and divergent ways in Jewish, Christian, and Muslim visual art; what they
mean and are intended to do; how so many of them derive from earlier imagery in pagan antiquity; and
how they continue to be useful and relevant in the art of the modern secular world.
Dr. Soltes is the former director and curator of the B’nai B’rith Klutznick
National Jewish Museum in Washington, DC. He earned his B.A. in
Philosophy from Haverford College, his M.A. in Classics from Princeton
University, and his Ph.D in Interdisciplinary Studies from Union Institute &
University.
Professor Soltes is the author of more than 130 articles, exhibition
catalogues, essays and books and is the writer, director and narrator of
more than 30 documentary videos. Among his most recent books are
Fixing the World: Jewish American Painters in the Jewish Century, Our
Sacred Signs: How Christian, Jewish and Muslim Art Draw from the Same
Source., and The Ashen Rainbow: Essays on the Arts and the Holocaust.
He has taught and lectured in more than 20 universities and museums
nationally on many subjects ranging from Symbols of Faith: Art as an
Instrument of Addressing God to The Body in Ancient Art. Throughout the
U. S. and overseas, he has guest-curated exhibitions that have focused
on diverse aspects of Western Art throughout the ages and art across the
world.

ENGAGE! Event Information
Sunday, August 23, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Please register for this event by August 21 by clicking on this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZUsd-morD8sHNNfTnGUH63c8Y68GO3lqhko
You will receive a confirmation email with information about joining the meeting.

All Books are available on Amazon.
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David Brion Davis — The Slave Trade and the Jews
David Brion Davis (1927 – 2019) was an American intellectual and cultural historian, and a leading authority
on slavery and abolition in the Western world. He was a Sterling Professor of History at Yale University, and
founder and director of Yale's Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition. His
works include The Problem of Slavery in Western Culture (1966), The Problem of Slavery in the Age of
Revolution, 1770–1823 (1975), and The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Emancipation (2014)
The following are excerpts from his 1994 essay in the New York Review of Books - The Slave Trade
and the Jews
“In the American South, in 1830, there were only 120 Jews among the 45,000 slaveholders owning twenty or
more slaves and only twenty Jews among the 12,000 slaveholders owning fifty or more slaves,” David Brion
Davis noted in 1994, on the question of Jewish involvement in the slave trade. “No one should defend the
small number of Jews who bought and sold slaves. No one should defend the infinitely larger number of
Catholics and Protestants who built the Atlantic slave system, or defend the Muslims who initiated the process
of shipping black African slaves to distant markets, or defend the Africans who captured and enslaved
perhaps twenty million other Africans in order to sell them to European traders for valuable and empowering
goods. But while posterity has the right and even duty to judge the past, we must emphatically renounce the
dangerous though often seductive belief in a collective guilt that descends through time to every present and
future generation.”

“The ghastly slave trade from Africa to the Atlantic sugar islands such as Madeira and São Tomé and then to
the Western Hemisphere began in the mid-1400s and flourished for four centuries. Though historians continue
to debate the numbers, it now seems probable that from twelve to fifteen million Africans were forcibly
shipped out from their continent by sea. Millions more perished in African wars or raids for enslavement and
in the deadly transport of captives from the interior to slave markets on the coast.
The participants in the Atlantic slave system included Arabs, Berbers, scores of African ethnic groups, Italians,
Portuguese, Spaniards, Dutch, Jews, Germans, Swedes, French, English, Danes, white Americans, Native
Americans, and even thousands in the of New World blacks who had been emancipated or were descended
from freed slaves but who then became slaveholding farmers or planters themselves. Responsibility, in short,
radiated outward to peoples of every sort who had access to the immense profits generated from the world’s
first system of multinational production for a mass market.”
Thanks to Lynda Carlson for submitting this to the Shofar
Click here to read the entire essay
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SOME QUARANTINE DIVERSIONS
From the Hadassah magazine

Answers are on calendar page
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Click here for some on-line jigsaw puzzles —>

There are 4 puzzles.. Challenge yourself by adjusting the number of puzzle pieces.

After doing the puzzle be sure to

The Longest Time - A Quarantine Parody by Y-Studs A Cappella Group

Click here —>

We warmly welcome the newest members of our
Temple Family
Howard & Irene Rosenberg

8

August 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Shabbat/Birthday
Service
Live Streaming
10:00-11:00 am

2

3

4

5

6
Engage! “A Perfect
Storm: Israel’s 3
Elections” with Dr.
Jesse Ferris via
Zoom. RSVP required

7
7:52 pm
candle lighting
Shabbat Service
Live Streaming
6:00-7:00 pm
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9

10

11
Advancement
Committee
Meeting

12

13

14
7:43 pm
candle lighting

15
Shabbat Service
Live Streaming
10:00-11:00 am

18

20

21
7:34 pm
candle lighting

22

Executive
Committee
Meeting

16
Board Meeting
10 am-12:30 pm
Via ZOOM

17

18

Shabbat Service
Live Streaming
6:00-7:00 pm
23
Engage! “Our Sacred
Signs: How Christian,
Jewish, Muslim Art
Draw from the Same
Source” with Dr. Ori
Soltes, via Zoom,
RSVP Required
2:00-4:00 pm

24

25

26

27

28
7:24 pm
candle lighting

29
Shabbat Service
Live Streaming
10:00-11:00 am
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Our Advertisers
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