July 2020
Tammuz-Av 5780
FROM THE RABBI’S DESK

7199 Tristan Drive
Easton, MD 21601
410-822-0553
bnaiisraeleaston.org
temple18@goeaston.net

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Services will be streamed on the TBI
Facebook page until further notice
Saturday, July 4, 10:00 a.m.
Torah Portion: Chukat/Balak
Numbers 19:1-25:9
Haftarah: Mic 5:6-6:8
Friday, July 10, 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Pinchas
Numbers 25:10-30:1
Haftarah: Jeremiah 1:1-2:3

Saturday, July 18, 10:00 a.m.
Torah Portion: Matot/Massei
Numbers 30:2-36:13
Haftarah: Jeremiah 2:4-28;3:4;4:1-2
Friday, July 24, 6:00 p.m.
Torah Portion: Devarim
Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22
Haftarah: Isaiah 1:1-27

We gathered in St. Michaels. We gathered in protest. We
gathered - as is our right. We gathered in moral outrage. We
gathered to send a message. We gathered because of justice
denied. We gathered, because as a nation, as a society, as
people, we demand better. Only one biblical injunction was
appropriate for that moment. Only one Divine directive could
provide foundation for my remarks, "Tzedek, Tzedek tirdof.
Justice, justice you shall pursue, so that you may thrive
and occupy the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
(Deut. 16:20) These words apply to us right here, right now.
At a similar protest decades ago, Rabbi Eugene Lipman declared, "No Jew can be
comfortable so long as there is ignorance anywhere among people. No Jew can be
comfortable so long as there is emptiness of spirit, void of soul in himself, herself or
in others. No Jew can be comfortable so long as there is injustice and inequality in
God’s world."
And Benjamin Franklin said: "Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those who are."
"No Jew can be comfortable so long as there is injustice and inequality in God’s
world."
Rabbi Elliot Dorff in his essay, JUSTICE, wrote: "The Torah is not content merely to
depict the substance of the law as both life -giving and the source of goodness. It
requires doing ‘what is right and good in the sight of the Lord.' (Deut.6:18)
The sages of the Talmud take this and other Torah verses as the basis for declaring
that people are obliged to act "beyond the letter of the law - lifnim mishurat
hadin."
Writes Rabbi Peter Rubinstein: "This is the challenge. If justice is not thoroughly and
completely defined in our legal codes and commentaries, then our interpretation
necessarily has to rely on the particular lens through which we individually or collectively view present day circumstances, including the significant social issues or
personal challenges we confront. We may be swayed by instruction that we feel to
be divinely sanctioned or by humanistic principles or by some ideology...on which we
base our own moral code and hence our conduct."
The use of the word tzedek in Torah is anything but random. In Genesis tzedek
appears 16 times. In Deuteronomy, tzedek appears 18 times. In Exodus it occurs
four times and in Leviticus five; all five occurrences coming in Leviticus 19, the
central chapter in what is referred to as "the Holiness Code." In Numbers, the word
does not appear at all.
Tzedek holds many meanings: justice, charity, righteousness, integrity, equity, fairness and innocence. Clearly, however, tzedek means more than strictly legal justice. For strict legal realities Torah uses the words mishpat and din. One example
illustrates the point:
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If a man is poor, you may not go to sleep ho lding his coat overnight as security. Return it to him at sundown, so that he
will be able to sleep in his garment and bless you. To you it w ill be reckoned as tzedakah before the Lord your God.
Tzedakah does not mean legal justice, in this verse. It speaks of a situation in which a person has only one coat or covering, which he gave to the lender as security against a loan. For sure, the lender has a legal right to keep the coat until the
loan has been repaid. However, and here we see the radical uniqueness of Jewish teaching, what is permissible,
legally, is just not the right thing to do. It ignores the human situation of the suffering individual, who has nothing else to keep him warm on a cold night. The point becomes even clearer when we examine the parallel passage in
Exodus 22, which states:
If you take your neighbor's cloak as a pledge, return it to him by sunset, because his cloak is the only covering he has
for his body. What else will he sleep in? When he cries out to Me, I will hear, for I am compassionate. (Ex. 22:25-26)
The same situation which in Deuteronomy is described as tzedakah, in Exodus is termed compassion, chanun. The late
Aryeh Kaplan translated tzedakah in Deut. 24 as “charitable merit." Tzedakah is “the right and decent thing to do” or
“justice tempered by compassion" ... "justice tempered by mercy."

In Judaism, justice – tzedek must be tempered by compassion because, in Judaism, human tzedek is modeled after
Divine tzedek. As God shows tezdek to us, so, then, must we show tzedek to others. Hence, the terrible, tragic irony of
Portia’s speech in The Merchant of Venice:
The quality of mercy is not strain’d,
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest;
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes:
‘Tis mightiest in the mightiest: it becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown;
His sceptre shows the force of temporal power,
The attribute to awe and majesty,
wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings...
But mercy is above this sceptred sway;

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings,
It is an attribute to God himself;
And earthly power does then show likest God’s
When mercy seasons justice. Therefore, Jew,
Though justice be thy plea, consider this,
That, in the course of justice, none of us
Should see salvation: we do pray for mercy;
And that same prayer doth teach us all to render
The deeds of mercy. I have spoke thus much
To mitigate the justice of thy plea …

Shakespeare is expressing the medieval stereotype of Christian mercy (Portia) as against Jew ish justice (Shylock). Not
surprisingly, Shakespeare fails to realize – how could he, given the prevailing attitudes about Judaism and Jewish people –
that “justice” and “mercy” are not opposites in Hebrew but are bonded together in a single word, tzedek or tzedakah. To
underscore the irony, the very language and imagery of Portia’s soliloquy, “It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven,” is
taken directly from the 32nd chapter of Deuteronomy:
May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distill as the dew, like gentle rain upon the tender grass, and like showers
upon the herb…The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just
and upright is he. (Deut. 32:2-4)
The false comparison between Jew and Christian in The Merchant of Venice is powerful testimony to the myopic, prejudiced and intentional misrepresentation of Judaism in Christian theology until recent times.
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks writes: "Why is justice so central to Judaism? Because it is impartial. Law as envisaged by the Torah
makes no distinction between rich and poor, powerful and powerless, home born or stranger. Equality before the law is the
translation into human terms of equality before God. Time and again the Torah insists that justice is not a human artifact:
judgment belongs to God. Because it belongs to God, it must never be compromised – by fear, bribery, or favoritism. It is
an inescapable duty, an inalienable right."
Judaism is a religion of love: You shall love the Lord your God; you shall love your neighbor as yourself; you shall
love the stranger. But it is also a religion of justice, for without justice, love corrupts (who would not bend the rules, if
he could, to favor those he loves?). It is also a religion of compassion, for without compassion law itself can generate
inequity. Justice plus compassion equals tzedek, the first precondition of a healthy and successful society.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Friends,
You have heard a lot from me in the past months. Now I would like to hear from you. By
the time you get this, we will have had our annual meeting and I will have less than a
year left of my term as president. What would you like to see happen at the Temple?
What would you like us to accomplish in the next eleven months and beyond? Have we
started something that you are enjoying and that you would like to see continue or grow?
Is there something completely new that you would welcome? If you have ideas about
how the goal can be accomplished, please feel free to share them. I am not making any
promises, but I would like very much to hear from you! We have a wonderful board and
we will be doing some long term planning. We would love as many of your ideas to be included as possible.

We have expanded our horizons during the past years. Where shall we go next? Please take the time to write
something. Email me at ejf1027@gmail.com.
Thank you!

Shalom, Elaine

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Temple B’nai Israel Members,
Thank you for your patience at our Annual Meeting on June 28, as we learned how to
integrate technology for us to be able to meet and conduct congregational business. It
was wonderful to see everyone and to be together, in a new way. I hope that next year
we will again host the Annual Meeting at the Temple, enjoying a delicious lunch and
celebrating the newest members of the “Pillars of B’nai Israel.”
The global pandemic has mandated many new ways of operating in almost every area as
an organization. We are not open for services or events, yet we do have regular
inspections and ongoing maintenance that occurs in and around our building. As you enter the Temple, there
are now signs that ask guests to social distance by six feet, and to wear a mask. In the inner vestibule, we
now ask you to “sign-in” on a sheet of paper with your name, date and contact information. There is also a
pump sanitizer bottle for your use.
All Temples in our region have chosen to consider the safety of their
members, and to remain closed at this time. I am in close contact with
the Executive Directors of the Mid-Atlantic region, and as conditions
change, I will report in to the Re-opening Work Group, chaired by Ben
Schlesinger.
Meanwhile, as we enter summer, the beautiful native plants surrounding
Temple abound. The sea oats in front of the Temple are tall and a
brilliant green. The fields have beautiful golden flowers blooming, and
the little pond at the back of the parking lot is surrounded by cat tails
and busy with movement. We are very fortunate to be living on the
Eastern Shore during these difficult times.

Shalom, Lori Ramsey
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Meet Our New Board Members
Barbara Portnoy Spector
Growing up in a conservative congregation in Connecticut and spending summers as
a camper at Camp Ramah, synagogue participation has always been a way of life for
Barbara. When considering a second home in St. Michaels in 1996, a serendipitous
invitation to attend a Temple B’nai Israel picnic sealed the deal. The congregation
and her family have both grown considerably since that time. Barbara and her
husband Len enjoy exploring Harris Creek by kayak and the Eastern Shore by bike.
With 5 grown children and 5 young grandchildren, the kayak flotilla and bike
collections are rapidly expanding.
Recently retired from an interior architecture career in Baltimore, Barbara was part
of the design team for B’nai Israel’s Tristan Drive building and, as a volunteer,
represented the synagogue throughout the design and construction process. She is
incredibly proud of the congregation for having had the vision to hire Rabbi Hyman as our full time Rabbi
and then build a new beautiful new building at a time when many Jewish communities struggle with
membership and funding. Both of these decisions have established an important voice - and home - for
Jewish life on the Eastern Shore. Barbara looks forward to joining our board under Elaine’s leadership this
year to expand the vision and continue our progress.

Back in Baltimore during the week, the Spectors are also long term members of Congregation Chizuk
Amuno. Barbara serves on a few other non-profit boards including Weekend Backpacks for Homeless Kids
and The Baltimore Women’s Giving Circle, as the Communications committee co-chair.

Ben Schlesinger
Ben and his wife Joyce moved to their new home in St. Michaels from Bethesda in late
2018. Ben says it’s been a beautiful place to be, with the water and great neighbors,
but they miss their kids and grandkids a lot. In addition to TBI, they remain members
of Congregation Beth El of Montgomery County. Ben is a past Executive Vice President
of the JCC of Greater Washington, an advisor to the American Jewish Committee’s DC
regional chapter, and serves as Treasurer of the American Jewish International
Relations Institute.
Ben and Joyce are both professional engineers. They have two children: Holly, a
comedy writer and producer in Los Angeles, and Jonathan, a tenured professor of
Chinese History at Indiana University in Bloomington.

The Schlesingers are both keenly interested in the environmental health of
Chesapeake Bay and the Eastern Shore communities, personally and professionally.
Ben’s consulting firm focuses on providing energy industry and economic advisory services worldwide.
Joyce took retirement last year following a highly successful career creating, leading and growing an
environmental consulting firm in Arlington, VA, and is currently a Board member of the Chesapeake Legal
Alliance. Beyond this, they love to walk, hike, kayak, wine and dine too much, play tennis 101 and
beginners golf – and they travel widely. More recently, Ben became a volunteer at the Chesapeake Bay
Maritime Museum. Also, they really enjoying watching the Eastern Bay from their home - if staring out at
water qualifies as an outside interest!
As congregants the Schlesingers are looking forward to attending services and social programs, and
hopefully learning and teaching as well.
As a TBI board member Ben is looking forward to “fostering a sense of inclusion and widening participation
among our congregants and the community at large, and widening our wonderful base of programs – all
the while ensuring our budget and funding are at the levels we need”. He would also like to help increase
our membership. Most of all, he’s looking forward to “tackling all our issues with a sense of enjoyment!”
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Mazel Tov
•

Michael Gervis, Michael Mullaney, and Sallie Miller, on their High School graduation

•

Marianne Styles, on her ordination as Cantor by the JSLI Rabbinical and Cantorial School
Click this link to view a video of the ordination ceremony. Jump to 30:50 to see Marianne.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8HYvbCj9jk

TBI’s First Virtual Congregational Meeting is a Big Success
About 60 members “showed up” and the event went off without a hitch. Elaine reflected that the attendance
was higher than many of the past annual meetings, and Rabbi Hyman commented on how wonderful it was
to “see” the congregation again! Prior to the start of the meeting, the attendees in the Zoom “waiting
room” were able to greet each other and chit-chat live for the first time in months.

Founding of the Israeli Air Force
Alan Mickelson has suggested the following documentaries about the contribution of American Jews to the
founding of the Israeli Air Force.
Boaz Dvir is an award-winning filmmaker and Penn State University assistant professor in journalism and
film. In this webinar he discusses his book Saving Israel: The Unknown Story of Smuggling Weapons and
Winning a Nation’s Independence.
As it prepared to ward off an invasion by five well-equipped neighboring armies in 1948,
newborn Israel lacked the weapons to defend itself. Enter Al Schwimmer, an American
World War II veteran who feared a repeat of the Holocaust. He created fictitious airlines,
bought decommissioned airplanes, and sent his pilots—Jewish and non-Jewish WWII
aviators—to pick up weapons from communist Czechoslovakia. Boaz Dvir tells the stories
of ordinary people who, under extraordinary circumstances, transform into trailblazers
who change the world around them. To view the webinar: https://youtu.be/YFltt2EB6Oc
The story is also told in the documentary movie A Wing and a Prayer, available on Amazon Prime, Roku
Channel, and YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xi7FMdMS36s)
Above and Beyond documents the story of four American, foreign, and Israeli pilots who
flew warplanes to help defend the new state of Israel during the 1948 Arab–Israeli War
against Arab armies that sought to destroy the new country. It was produced by Nancy
Spielberg, the youngest sister of Steven Spielberg.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpKhwi4L64o
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A letter from TACL to the Star Dem responding to the death of George Floyd
June 10, 2020
An Open Letter to the Talbot County Community:

As faith leaders we write to condemn the brutal murder of George Floyd of Minneapolis and to commit to working toward a
more just and equitable future.
The death of Mr. Floyd at the hands of police officers was a modern-day lynching. His death reinforces a long history of
people of color, especially African-American males. Those who killed Mr. Floyd should be held accountable.
History repeats itself again and again. Mr. Floyd's death was not an isolated incident. Others who have recently died
include Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, Philando Castile, Eric Garner, and Tamir Rice. They have each been senselessly
slain because of racism. We know this violence to be morally and legally wrong and yet, it continues.
The risk of po lice brutality makes living as a person of color dangerous. Protests, vigils and letters help us to express
anger and grief, yet alone they will not change the learned behavior of racism. In order to curtail violent acts based on
skin color, policies should be changed, and practices and behaviors should be punished so that inequities can be abated. If
laws, policies and practices become more stringent, then perhaps violent acts will be lessened. But, in the meantime,
many are dying.
We do this as holy work. Our respective faith traditions call us to be accountable to one another and to the greater power
that holds us together. Making these changes is not work we can do alone.
How are you being changed by Mr. Floyd's death? How will these past two weeks guide your time and attention, and
sharing of resources this next year? How will you help end racism? Since seeing these images, has anything changed in
you?
As we hold the memory of Mr. Floyd in our prayers, we fall short if we leave these questions unanswered.
Molly Burgoyne Brian
Third Haven Friends Meeting

M Walid Kamsheh, MD
Leader, Islamic Center of Easton

Rev. Sue Browning
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton
Unitarian Universalists of the Chester River

Rev. Leonard E. Palmer, Sr.
St. Luke UMC (Bellevue)

The Rev. Bill Chilton

Matthew Peters
Executive Dir., Chesapeake Multicultural Resource Center

Fr. Kevin Cross
The Church of the Holy Trinity, Oxford

Rev. Tim Poly
Royal Oak Community UMC

Rev. Nancy M. Dennis
St. Stephen’s African Methodist Episcopal Church

Rose Potter
Community Leader

Pastor Wendell Gary
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

The Very Rev. Gregory L. Powell
Dean of Trinity Cathedral

Heather Hall
Spiritual Director

Rev. Nancy Sajda
Interfaith Minister and President P.E.A.C.E.

The Rev. Julie Hart
Interim Pastor, Grace Lutheran Church, ELCA, Easton

Pastors Tony and Deborah Short
TriLife Christian Center

Rev. Dartanyon L. Hines
Scotts United Methodist Church
Asbury United Methodist Church

Edward Simonoff
Treasurer P.E.A.C.E.

Rabbi Naomi Hyman
Rabbi Peter Hyman
Temple B’Nai Israel
The Rt. Rev. Joel Marcus Johnson
Anglican Bishop of The Chesapeake, Ret.

Rev. Dr. Wm. T. Wallace, Sr.
Union United Methodist Church
Pastor Robert M. White
Pastor Walt Wiltschek
Easton Church of the Brethren
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Tidbits of Jewish History
Ernst Leitz II and “The Leica Freedom Train”
The Leica is the pioneer 35mm camera. It is a German product - precise, minimalist, and utterly
efficient.
Behind its worldw ide acceptance as a creative tool was a family -owned, socially oriented firm that,
during the Nazi era, acted w ith uncommon grace, generosity and modesty. E. Leitz Inc., designer and
manufacturer of Germany's most famous photographic product, saved its Jews.
Ernst Leitz II, the Protestant patriarch who headed the firm as the Holocaust loomed across Europe ,
acted in such a way as to earn the title, "the photography industry's Schindler."
When Hitler was named chancellor of Germany in 1933, Ernst Leitz began receiving frantic calls from
Jewish associates asking for his help in getting them and their families out of the country. To help his
Jewish workers and colleagues, Leitz quietly established what has become known among historians of the Holocaust as
"the Leica Freedom Train," a covert means of allowing Jews to leave Germany in the guise of Leitz employees being
assigned overseas.
Leitz's activities intensified after the Kristallnacht of November 1938. Before long, German
"employees" were disembarking from the ocean liner Bremen at a New York pier and making
their way to the Manhattan office of Leitz Inc., where executives quickly found them jobs in the
photographic industry. Each new arrival had around his or her neck the symbol of freedom - a
new Leica camera. The refugees were paid a stipend until they could find work. Out of this
migration came designers, repair technicians, salespeople, marketers and writers for the
photographic press.

The "Leica Freedom Train" was at its height in 1938 and early 1939, delivering groups of refugees to New York every
few weeks. Then, with the invasion of Poland in 1939, Germany closed its borders. By that time, hundreds of endangered Jews had escaped to America, thanks to the Leitzes' efforts.
How did Ernst Leitz and his staff get away with it? Leitz, Inc. was an internationally recognized brand, producing cameras, range-finders and other optical systems for the German military. Also, the Nazi government desperately needed
hard currency from abroad, and Leitz's single biggest market for optical goods was the United States.
Even so, members of the Leitz family and firm suffered for their good works. A top executive was jailed for working to
help Jews and freed only after the payment of a large bribe. Leitz's daughter Elsie was imprisoned by the Gestapo
after she was caught at the border, helping Jewish women cross into Switzerland . She eventually was freed but
endured rough treatment in the course of questioning. Why has no one told this story until now? According to one
writer, the Leitz family wanted no publicity for its hero ic efforts. Only after the last member of the Leitz family was dead
did the "Leica Freedom Train" finally come to light.

Holiday of the Month - Tishah B’Av

Tishah B'Av, the "Ninth of Av", refers to a traditional day of mourning the destruction of both ancient
Temples in Jerusalem. For most liberal Jews, Tishah B'Av has faded in importance as a ritual observance, as
the rebuilding of a central Temple in Jerusalem has lost its priority and significance in modern times.
Although historians dispute the fact that both Temples were destroyed on this day, Tishah B ’Av has become
a symbol of Jewish suffering and loss. In Reform Judaism Tishah B'Av has been transformed into a day to
remember many Jewish tragedies that have occurred throughout history, including the brutal massacres of
the Crusades, the Jewish expulsion from Spain, and the Holocaust.
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July 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3
Independence
Day Ho liday
Office Closed

Sat
4
Shabbat Service
Live Streaming
10:00-11:00 am

8:14 pm
candle lighting
5

6

7

8

9

10
8:12 pm
candle lighting
Shabbat Service
Live Streaming
6:00-7:00 pm

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
8:08 pm
candle lighting

18
Shabbat Service
Live Streaming
10:00-11:00 am

19
Board Meet ing
10 am-12:30 pm

20

21

22

23

24
8:03 pm
candle lighting

25

Via ZOOM

26

Shabbat Service
Live Streaming
6:00-7:00 pm

27

28

29

30

31
7:57 pm
candle lighting
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