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My thanks to Rabbi Arnie S. Gluck, whose wisdom,    
erudition, scholarship, and insights are presented here. 

In the Talmud, Berachot 34a, Rabbi Yochanan informs 
us that one may pray only in a room that has windows. 
Rabbi Yochanan sites the Book of Daniel to substanti-
ate his teaching. In the Book of Daniel, where we learn 
that while Daniel was in exile in Babylonia he prayed in 
a space that had a window facing Jerusalem. The   
message of this text is twofold. First, it teaches us that 
our prayers should always be outwardly focused, 

reaching out into the world, aware of what is happening around us, and 
concerned with it. Second, we are to emulate Daniel, who was aspirational 
in his supplications. 

Prayer is both personal and communal. We each have our individual needs 
and yearnings that must be expressed for our prayers to be genuine     
offerings of our hearts. At the same time, our prayers must not be all 
about us. There is a world out there that needs our attention and our    
intention to mend its brokenness. 

For Daniel, while in exile, facing Jerusalem was an expression of longing. 
He could not see the Holy City, but he could imagine it. Turning his heart 
and his prayers in towards Jerusalem was an expression of hope that 
strengthened and sustained him. It reminded him who he was, the values 
he embraced and the principles and truths by which he lived. 

Our beautiful sanctuary at Temple B’nai Israel is a room with several    
windows. This is by design. Our bimah faces East, directing our hearts and 
minds to Jerusalem, the Holy City. Through our windows we can see to the 
West and to the North. This allows us to focus our attention on the wider 
world that demands our concern, our prayers for justice, peace, and    
healing and our commitment to engage in acts of tikkun olam, repairing 
our world in ways that benefit us and please God. 

On any given Shabbat, as we gather for prayer and as we gather to build 
and strengthen our community, some of us will be present in our         
sanctuary, others will be joining virtually. But all of us should be extending 
our gaze to the world that God created and to the world that God expects 
us to maintain and sustain. A world where we protect the sanctity,  
uniqueness and richness of what has been Divinely bequeathed to us  
b’kedusah; as a sacred gift, a world anxious for our contributions, a world 
seeking wholeness and harmony. 

Shalom, 

Rabbi 

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 

7199 Tristan Drive 
Easton, MD 21601 
410-822-0553 
bnaiisraeleaston.org 
temple18@goeaston.net 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES 
  
Friday, August 5, 5:30 p.m. 
 Torah Portion: Devarim  
  Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22  
 Haftarah: Isaiah 1:1-27 
 
Saturday, August 13, 10:00 a.m. 
 Torah Portion: Va'etchanan  
  Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11  
 Haftarah: Isaiah 40:1-26 
 
Friday, August 19, 5:30 p.m. 
 Torah Portion: Ekev  
  Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25  
 Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3 
 
Saturday, August 27, 10:00 a.m.  
 Torah Portion: Re'eh  
  Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17 
 Haftarah: Isaiah 66:1-24 

August 2022 

Av – Elul 5782 

http://www.bnaiisraeleaston.org/
mailto:temple18@goeaston.net
http://urj.org/index.cfm?
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    EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

Dear Congregants, 

 

Tikkun Olam Environmental Action is one of our new committees charged with caring for the 

earth and everything that lives on this beautiful planet. Our Engage! Lifelong Learning    

program has also focused on caring for the earth in an interesting variety of ways. We have 

learned ways on how to lessen the impact of our home gardens on our rivers, and upcoming 

is a tour of Horn Point Laboratory, the largest oyster hatchery on the Chesapeake Bay, to 

learn how oysters can heal the Bay. 

 

In addition, Temple B’nai Israel is starting to do its part by recycling paper, cardboard,     

plastic, cans, and glass  bottles. You will notice new recycling bins in our offices, conference 

room, classrooms, and kitchen, and recycling bins will be at each of our potlucks and BBQs. 

We welcome any ideas you may have to further lessen our imprint on the planet, and also 

welcome your participation on the Tikkun Olam Environmental Action Committee. Please  

contact me or our President, Ben Schlesinger, for further information on how you can join 

this highly impactful committee. 

 

Shalom, 

 

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL 
 Officers and Board of Directors:         Board Members:    Rabbi - Peter E. Hyman 

  President - Ben Schlesinger                       Jim Brodsky            Carole Brown  Executive Director - Lori Ramsey 

  1st Vice President -  Barbara Spector    Merry Danaceau    Jeff Gibbs    Shofar Editors - Stephen & Jean Sand  

  2nd Vice President - Norman Bell          Liz LaCorte     Laurie Lewis  Office Administrator - Karen Grebowski 

  Secretary - Cheryl Kramer           Ron Schechter        Sandra Seitz 

  Treasurer - Seth Schanwald                              Elaine Friedman (IPP) 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hot, hot, hot – so glad last month’s heat wave finally broke and some mixed but nicer  

weather is here. Hope that lasts through August!   

 

For us at the Schlesinger home, it’s been Covid central – Joyce, I and our kids and their   

families ALL came down with mild cases of the latest variant or something like it in the past 6 

weeks and have now recovered, so very relieved.  As a result, I’ve had to be pretty absent in 

July – but our phenomenal First VP Barbara Spector has taken the reins in some important 

areas. Thank you so much to Barbara.  This portends great things to come in 2023! 

 

Looking ahead, some good things are happening at the Temple in August, so read onward.  

Chesapeake Bay oystering will be featured at the August 11 Engage/Lifelong Learning event 

in Cambridge, and we hope to see everyone at the August 20 Havdalah.  TBI’s Tikkun Olam initiatives are 

stepping up. The County’s feeding programs are moving forward in August with Temple volunteers – anyone?? 

Meanwhile, at the Men’s Breakfast in August, we are planning on putting together TBI’s solar energy project 

that will slash our electricity bills and reduce our carbon footprint.  Thanks also to Lori for moving forward with 

the Temple’s recycling program.  

 

Stay cool and enjoy the dog days of summer, and that’s a compliment! 
 
Ben 
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High Holy Days Services 5783/2022 

Selichot-Havdalah 

Saturday, September 17th   6:45 p.m. 
 

Rosh Hashanah 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Sunday, September 25th    7:30 p.m. 

 

Morning Service 
Monday, September 26th  10:00 a.m. 

 

Pre-Tashlich Lunch after Morning Service 

 (Reservations required) 
 

Tashlich Service (Easton Point Marina on Port Street) 

Monday, September 26th   2:00 p.m. 
 

Cemetery Service at Oxford Cemetery 

Sunday, October 2nd   10:30 a.m. 
 

Yom Kippur 

Kol Nidre 

Tuesday, October 4th   7:30 p.m. 

Morning Service 

Wednesday, October 5th   10:00 a.m. 

Musical Interlude 

2:00 p.m. 

Afternoon Service 

Wednesday, October 5th   4:00 p.m. - Sunset 
 

Break Fast to Follow (Reservations required) 
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Engage! 
 

 
Dive into Science and See the Bay the Horn Point Way! 

Thursday, August 11   10:00 a.m. to Noon 
Horn Point Laboratory Oyster Hatchery, Cambridge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you know these facts about oysters? 
• Oysters are filter feeders and as the “vacuum cleaners” of the Chesapeake Bay a single 

healthy oyster can filter 50 gallons of water a day.  
• Oyster reefs deflect waves, serving as barriers to storms and tides, which prevents erosion 

and protects estuary waters. 
 
A private tour for TBI members, family, and friends begins with a short video introduction  
followed by a visit to four laboratories. Wear comfortable shoes! 
 
After our visit we will have lunch together beside the Choptank River.  If you want to purchase a 
box lunch for delivery to our group click on the link above to RSVP and make your sandwich    
selection (tuna/chicken/egg salad/veggie). All lunches will include a fruit cup, chips, and a   
cookie. The $11 payment for the lunch may be made at the event. 

 

 
 Future ENGAGE! events:  
• Thursday, October 13, 2022, 7:00-8:30 pm:  “ The Second World War(s): A Turning Point for 

America and the Jews?” by Dr. Michael Saff, Associate Professor of History at the University 
of Texas, Austin.  

• Thursday, November 3, 2022: TBI and the Academy Art  Museum go to The Philadelphia   
Museum of Art to see the Matisse Exhibit — LEAVE THE MUSEUM at 8:00 am. 

• TBA Presentation by Don Saff on his Historic Clock Collection, followed by a Champagne  
      Reception. 

 

Click on the oysters to register 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a44aaa92ea7ff2-rsvp1
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• First Friday Challah Day Bake    

August 5, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Please join us on the first Friday of each month to make & bake challah. Help us replenish our freezer and 

make a loaf to take home or give to a friend or loved one. RSVP to Karen at the Temple office. 

 

• Men's Breakfast  Sunday, August 14, 9:00 a.m. 

Bagels, Babka & Books — WE NEED MANPOWER! 
 
Here’s your chance to enjoy a breakfast and help get the Temple ready for the High Holy Days.  Jack and  

Susan Stoltz have generously donated new High Holy Day prayer books in memory of their son and Susan’s 

mother.  We need your help to insert book plates honoring them into the books.  Many hands make light 

work so join us on Sunday, August 14 at 9 AM for lox, bagels and babka.   

 

                Chefs and their creations from the July breakfast: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• Havdalah and Non-Dairy BBQ  Saturday, August 20, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Join together as we celebrate Havdalah and gather for a non-dairy meal. on Saturday, August 20th at 5:30 

p.m. Rabbi Hyman will be on the grill and your side dishes are welcome. Please click on the link below to 

RSVP and let us know what you are bringing. All ages event and we will have the cornhole set out for play.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a44aaa92ea7ff2-havdalah1 

 

• Ladies Who Lunch   Thursday, August 25, 12:30 p.m.  
Miles River Yacht Club, Saint Michaels 
 
Hosted by Joyce Schlesinger, please join the Ladies Who Lunch at the Miles River Yacht Club. Guests will   

enjoy views of the marina, the Miles River, wonderful conversation, and their choice of a prix fixe meal that 

includes an entree, coffee/tea, and dessert. Tax and tip are included in the $30 price. Please RSVP to Karen 

at the Temple office at 410-822-0553. 

          From the July lunch at the Cambridge Yacht Club: 

Save the Date 
• Mahjong: Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. Call Dorothy Drahzal to confirm game play. 

• Canasta: Fridays at Noon on days when there are no Shabbat evening services. Call Cheryl Kramer to 

confirm game play. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a44aaa92ea7ff2-havdalah1
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• Book Club - Via Zoom  August 29, 5:00 pm  Temple Members Only 

 

The Book of Lost Names, by Kristin Harmel 

In 1942 Eva, a graduate student in Paris, is forced to flee the city and begins forging    
identity documents for Jewish children fleeing to neutral Switzerland.  
 
Years later Eva, now a semi-retired librarian, is shelving books when she sees a            
photograph in the New York Times. It’s an image of a book she hasn’t seen in more than 
sixty years — a book she recognizes as The Book of Lost Names.  
 
The book, an 18th-century religious text thought to have been taken from France in the 
waning days of the war, appears to contain some sort of code, but researchers don’t know 
where it came from — or what the code means. Only Eva holds the answer, but does she 
have the strength to revisit old memories?   
 
Contact Elaine Friedman at ejf1027@gmail. 

Did you know that the theme song from the James Bond movies was composed 

by Monty Norman — who was born Monty Noserovitch in London in 1928, the son 

of Jewish Latvian immigrants? He was a former big band singer who turned 

songwriter in the late 1950’s. The "James Bond Theme" — composed by Norman 

with film arrangements by John Barry — has featured in every Bond film since 

Dr. No, released in 1962.   

Controversy erupted decades later when Barry claimed 

authorship of the theme, resulting in Norman successfully suing the Times of  

London for libel over a 1997 story disputing Norman’s contention that he was the 

true composer. He died last month at 94. 

To hear the theme song, click this image — from the familiar title         

sequence of many of the James Bond films. 

Marcus National Blood Center Dedicated in Israel 
 

On May 2, Israel dedicated its new $135 million state-of-the-art blood bank center in Ramla, with top Israeli 

government officials present to herald the six-floor facility that will process and safely store nearly all of    

Israel’s blood donations for both civilians and members of the Israel Defense Forces.   

 

This facility — the most important strategic security project in Israel today — 

will guarantee Israel’s blood supply in the face of rapid population growth, the 

ongoing threat of terrorism and the increasingly complex risks of cyberattack.  

 

To protect the blood supply, the three critical floors dedicated for blood     

storage, testing, and processing are underground, shielded and armored to 

withstand the impact of a rocket or missile attack and or earthquake. A      

sophisticated air filtration system will protect the facility against chemical or 

biological warfare and the latest Israeli technology will protect against cyberattack. 

 

The center will serve Israel’s blood processing and banking requirements for 

the next 30 years, doubling the capacity for blood processing from 250,000 

to 500,000 units per year, expanding research laboratories for transfusion 

medicine, and housing Israel’s National Cord Blood Bank, a new National  

Human Milk Bank, a training wing, the huge main supply inventory        

warehouses for MDA Emergency Medical Services nationwide, and a Blood 

Vault protected by a massive reinforced concrete and steel shell that will 

store the national reserve blood inventory. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=milCpGBouPc
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Leo Gerstenzang was born into a Jewish family in Warsaw, Poland. He immigrated to Chicago in 1912. 

From 1918 to 1919, he returned to Europe as a representative of the American Jewish Joint Distribution 

Committee. In 1919, he became a naturalized US citizen and in 1921 moved to New York City. 

His life changed in 1923 when he watched his wife attempting to clean their baby’s ears. 

A single moment, a single insight, and a single action changed everything. He went on to 

invent a personal hygiene product that an estimated 400 million people use every single 

day. 

He founded a company — the Leo Gerstenzang Infant Novelty Company — to market his 

new product, initially called Baby Gays, but soon switched the name of his cotton swabs 

to Q-Tips Baby Gays, where “Q” stood for “quality”.  Eventually the Baby Gays was 

dropped and the product was called simply Q-Tips. 

The science quad at Brandeis University is named after Gerstenzang, who donated the funding for its   

construction.  

Tidbits of Jewish History 

Leo Gerstenzang (1892-1961) 

Inventor of Q-Tips  

Some Jewish Humor to Help Get Through the Heat Wave 
The Mezuzahs 

A wealthy Jewish man buys a fabulous home in Beverly Hills. He brings in a local workman to decorate the 

place. When the job is finished, the homeowner is delighted but realizes that he's forgotten to put          

mezuzahs on the doors. He goes out and buys 50 and asks the decorator to place them on the right hand 

side of each door except bathrooms and kitchens. 

 

He's really worried that the decorator will chip the paint work or won't put them up correctly. However, 

when he comes back a few hours later, he sees that the job has been carried out to his entire satisfaction. 

He's so pleased that he gives the decorator a bonus. As the decorator is walking out of the door he says, 

"Glad you're happy with the job. By the way, I took out all the warranties in the little boxes and left them 

on the table for you!" 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Seth Schanwald and Bob Seitz for     

helping build shelves for our off-site storage facility and 

moving lots of boxes and carpets!  
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More Humor  
 

A bit long, but deserves a full page 
 

In the year 2022 the Lord came unto Noah, Who was now living in Canada and said: 

"Once again, the earth has become wicked and over-populated, and I see the end of all flesh before me." 

"Build another Ark and save 2 of every living thing along with a few good humans." 

 

He gave Noah the blueprints, saying: 

"You have 6 months to build the Ark before I will start the unending rain for 40 days and 40 nights." 

 

Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping in his yard - but no Ark. "Noah!," He 

roared, "I'm about to start the rain! Where is the Ark?" 

 

"Forgive me, Lord," begged Noah, "but things have changed." 

"I needed a Building Permit." 

"I've been arguing with the Boat Inspector about the need for a sprinkler system." 

 

"My homeowners association claim that I've violated the Neighborhood by-laws by building the Ark in my 

back yard and exceeding the height limitations. We had to go to the local Planning Committee for a       

decision." 

 

"Then the City Council and the Electricity Company demanded payment  for the future costs of moving 

power lines and other overhead obstructions, to clear the passage for the Ark's move to the sea. I told 

them that the sea would be coming to us, but they would hear none of it." 

 

"Getting the wood was another problem. There's a ban on cutting local trees in order to save the Greater 

Spotted Barn Owl." "I tried to convince the environmentalists that I needed the wood to save the owls — 

but no go!" 

 

"When I started gathering the animals, PETA took me to court. They insisted that I was confining wild    

animals against their will. They argued the accommodations were too restrictive and it was cruel and     

inhumane to put so many animals in a confined space." 

 

"Then the Environmental Protection Agency ruled that I couldn't build the Ark until they'd conducted an 

environmental impact study on Your proposed flood." 

 

"I'm still trying to resolve a complaint with the Human Rights Commission on how many minorities I'm 

supposed to hire for my building crew." 

 

"The Immigration Dept. Is checking the visa status of most of the people who want to work." 

"The labor unions say I can't use my sons. They insist I have to hire only union workers with ark-building 

experience." 

 

"To make matters worse, the CRA seized all my assets, claiming I'm trying to leave the country illegally 

with endangered species." 

"So, forgive me, Lord, but it would take at least 10 years for me to finish this ark." 

 

"Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine and a rainbow stretched across the sky." 

 

Noah looked up in wonder and asked, "You mean you're not going to destroy the world?" 

 

"No," said the Lord. " The Government beat me to it." 

 

Contributed by Elaine Friedman 
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The Bear 

Moishe is out in the woods when he comes across a bear.  

 

Frightened for his life, he runs as fast as he can to escape the bear and hides in a cave.  He is horrified to find 

that the bear has run after him into the cave, and now the man is trapped.  He closes his eyes and begins to 

recite "Sh'ma Yisrael" in anticipation of his final moments.   

 

When he is finished, he opens his eyes and is  surprised to see the bear in front of him with his eyes closed - 

also praying.  He thinks to himself "how lucky am I to be cornered by what must be the only Jewish bear!” 

“We're mishpocheh - I'm saved!"  

 

Then he listens more carefully to the bear's prayer and hears "hamotzi lechem minhaaretz". 

 

The Butler 

A Jewish couple in London won twenty-million pounds in the lottery. They bought a magnificent mansion in 

Knightsbridge and surrounded themselves with all the material wealth imaginable. 

 

They decided to hire a butler. They found the perfect butler through an agency, very proper and very British, 

and brought him back to their home. 

 

The day after his arrival, he was instructed to set up the dining table for four, as they were inviting the      

Cohens to lunch. The couple then left the house to do some shopping. 

 

When they returned, they found the table set for six. 

 

Perplexed, they asked the butler why it was set for six when they had expressly asked him to set it for four. 

The butler replied, "The Cohens telephoned and said they were bringing the Blintzes. 

 

 

              Jewish Haikus 

"Haiku" is a traditional form of Japanese poetry, consisting of 3 lines: the first and last lines have 5 

syllables and the middle line has 7 syllables. The lines rarely rhyme. Jewish haiku are poetic 

parodies combining the style and conventions of the Japanese lyric verse with traditional Jewish 

"noodging". 

 

After All    Please     Weather 

Is one Nobel prize    Mom, please! There is no   Today mild shvitzing 

so much to ask from a child need to put that dinner roll  Tomorrow so hot you'll plotz.   

after all I’ve done?    in your pocketbook.   Five day forecast: Feh!  

 

The Score     Lonely     Enough 

Quietly murmured   Lonely mantra of     Hava nagila,  
at Yom Kippur services:   Jewish mother: “They never  hava nagila, hava  
Nats 5, Red Sox 3.    call, they never write.”   Enough  already. 

 

The Shema is a Haiku?! Count the syllables.  It follows the 5-7-5 Haiku pattern! 

She-ma Yis-ra-el 

                        1    2     3   4   5 

A-do-nay El-o-hei-nu 

                   1  2   3    4   5   6   7 

  A-do-nay E-chad 

               1  2    3    4    5 
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August 2022 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

 

2 3 

Mahjong 

1:00 pm 

 

 

 

4 

Communications 

Committee  

Meeting 

In person and 

Zoom 10:00 am 

5 

7:53 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Challah Baking 

9:30 am 

 

Shabbat/Birthday 

Service 

In person &  

Facebook 

5:30 pm 

6 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

Mahjong 

1:00 pm 

 

11 

Engage! Horn 

Point Labs Field 

Trip Followed by 

a Boxed Lunch 

RSVP Required 

 

10:00-1:00 pm 

12 

7:45 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Canasta 

12:00 pm 

 

 

13 

Shabbat Service 

In person &  

Facebook 

10:00 am 

 

 

 

14 

Men’s Breakfast 

at the Temple 

9:00 am 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

Executive Com-

mittee Meeting 

In person &  

Via Zoom 

10:00 am 

 

Advancement  

Committee 

Meeting 

In person &  

Zoom 

11:00 am 

17 

Mahjong 

1:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

18 

Membership 

Committee  

Meeting in     

person & via 

Zoom 

10:30 am 

 

19 

7:35 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Canasta 

12:00 pm 

 

Shabbat Service 

In person &  

Facebook 

5:30 pm 

 

 

20 

Havdalah & BBQ  

6:00 PM 

 

 

21 

Board Meeting 

In person and 

via Zoom 

10:00 am 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

Mahjong 

1:00 pm 

 

 

 

25 

 

26 

7:25 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Canasta 

12:00 pm 

27 

Shabbat Service 

In person &  

Facebook 

10:00 am 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

29 

Book Club 

5:00 pm 

 

 

 

30 

 

31 

Mahjong 

1:00 pm 
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