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A Thought For The Holiday 
A Message For Shavuot 

 
Thank you to Rabbi Arthur Klein, Rabbi Samuel Cohen and 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks whose scholarship and erudition are 
reflected in these remarks.   

  
Traditionally, Parashat Bamidbar, the opening portion in 
the Book of Numbers, is read on the Shabbat before   
Shavuot. The Sages connected the two. They say, 
"Shavuot is z'man matan Torah - the time of the giving of 

the Torah. Bamibar means, “In the desert.” Our Sages ask, what is the     
connection     between the desert and the Torah, the wilderness and God’s 
revelation? 
 
The Rabbis provide several interpretations. According to the Rabbi Ishmael, in 
the Mechilta, the Torah was given in public, out in the open and in a place no 
one owned. Say the Rabbis, had it been given in the Land of Israel, the Israel-
ites would have said to the nations of the world, “You have no share in this. It 
is ours.” Instead, whoever desires to embrace Torah, let them come and     
accept it.  
 
Another explanation: Had Torah been given in Israel, the nations of the world 
would have had an excuse for not accepting it. Actually, Rabbinic tradition   
informs us that before God gave the Torah to the Israelites, God offered the 
Torah to all the other nations of the world. Each nation found a reason to    
decline the offer and not accept the Torah. 
 
Another explanation informs us that: Just as the wilderness is open and free — 
it costs nothing to enter — so Torah is free. It is God’s gift to us.  
 
But, there is one more reason which I find both instructive and insightful. The 
desert is a place of great silence. There is no ambient noise to muffle sound. 
To be sure, when the Israelites received the Torah, there was thunder and 
lightning and the sound of the shofar. The earth felt as if it were shaking at its 
foundations. But in a later age, when the Prophet Elijah stood at the mountain, 
after his confrontation with the prophets of Baal, he encountered God not in 
the whirlwind or the fire or the earthquake but in the kol demamah dakah - 
the still, small voice, literally “the sound of a silence.” I've always understood 
to this mean "the sound you can only hear if you are listening." In the silence 
of the midbar, the desert, you can hear the M'daber, the Speaker, and 
the medubar, that which is spoken. To hear the voice of God you need a     
listening silence in the soul. 
 
A while ago, MPT produced a documentary series entitled The Long Search. 
This was a series that focused on the world's great religions. When it came to 
Judaism, the moderator was quite surprised by what he observed in the classic 
yeshivot. The moderator observed the loud, argumentative voices of the     
students and teachers studying Talmud. Perplexed by this reality, he invited 
Ellie Wiesel on his program and asked him, “Is there such a thing as 
a silence in Judaism?” Wiesel replied: “Judaism is full of silences … but we 
don’t talk about them.” 
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Judaism is a verbal culture, a religion of holy words. This 
is no surprise to any of us. Words are paramount and 
quintessential in Judaism. God created the universe 
through words. “God said, Let there be … and there 
was.” According to the Targum, it is our ability to speak 
that makes us human. The Targum translates the 
phrase, “and man became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7) as 
“and man became a speaking soul.” Words create. 
Words communicate. Our relationships are shaped, for 
good or bad, by language. Much of Judaism is about the 
power of words to make or break worlds. 
 
Interestingly, silence in Tanach often has a negative con-
notation. “Aaron was silent,” says the Torah, after the 
death of his two sons Nadav and Avihu. (Lev. 10:3) “The 
dead do not praise you,” says Psalm 115, “nor do those 
who go down to the silence of the grave.” When Job’s 
friends came to comfort him after the loss of his children 
and other afflictions, “Then they sat down with him on 
the ground for seven days and seven nights, yet no one 
spoke a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very 
great.” (Job 2:13). 
 
But not all silence is sad. Psalm 65 tells us that “to You, 
O God, silence is praise." If we are truly in awe at the 
greatness of God's creation, the vastness of the universe 
and the infinite extent of time, our deepest emotions will 
indeed lie too deep for words. We will experience silent 
communion. 
 
Our Sages valued silence. They called it “a fence to   
wisdom.” If words are worth one coin, silence is worth 
two. R. Shimon ben Gamliel said, “All my days I have 
grown up among the wise, and I have found nothing  
better than silence.”  
 
We know that a major portion of the service at the   
Temple in Jerusalem was conducted by the priests in  
silence. The Levites sang in the courtyard, but the 
priests – unlike their counterparts in other ancient     
religions — neither sang nor spoke while offering the 
sacrifices.  
 
There were Jews who cultivated silence as a spiritual  
discipline. Bratslav Chassidim meditate in the fields. 
There are Jews who practise taanit dibbur, a “fast of 
words.” Our most profound prayer, the Amidah, is 
called tefillah be-lachash, the “silent prayer.” It is based 
on the precedent of Hannah, praying for a child. “She 
spoke in her heart...but her voice was not heard” (1 
Sam. 1:13). 
 
God hears our silent cry. In the agonizing episode of  
Sarah telling Abraham to send Hagar and her son away, 
the Torah tells us that when their water ran out and the 
young Ishmael was at the point of dying, Hagar cried, 
yet God heard “the voice of the child” (Gen. 21:16-17). 
Earlier when the messengers came to visit Abraham, 
telling him that Sarah would have a child, Sarah laughed 
inwardly, that is, silently, yet God heard her laughing. 
(Gen. 18:12-13). God hears our thoughts even when 
they are not expressed in speech. 
 
The silence that counts, in Judaism, is thus a listening 
silence – and listening is the supreme religious art.    
Listening means making space for others to speak and 
be heard. Rabbi Sacks, in his commentary on the Siddur, 
suggests that there is no English equivalent to the     

Hebrew verb sh-m-a in its wide range of meanings: to 
listen, to hear, to pay attention, to understand, to      
internalize and to respond in deed. 
 
This was one of the key elements in the Sinai covenant, 
when the Israelites, having already said twice, “All that 
God says, we will do,” they then said, Na-ah-sey v'nish-
ma - “All that God says, we will do and we will hear 
[ve–nishma]” (Ex. 24:7). It is the nishma – listening, 
hearing, heeding, responding – that is the key religious 
act. 
 
Our Sages emphasize that Judaism is not only a religion 
of doing-and-speaking; it is also a religion of listening. 
Faith is the ability to hear the music beneath the noise. 
There is the silent music of the spheres, about 
which Psalm 19 speaks: 
 
The heavens declare the glory of God 
The skies proclaim the work of His hands. 
Day to day they pour forth speech,  
Night to night they communicate knowledge.  
There is no speech, there are no words,  
Their voice is not heard. 
Yet their music carries throughout the earth. 
 
There is the voice of history that was heard by the 
prophets. There is the commanding voice of Sinai, that 
continues to speak to us across the span of time. I 
sometimes think that people in the modern age have 
found the concept of “Torah from heaven” problematic, 
not because of some new archaeological discovery but 
because we have lost the ability to hear the sound of 
transcendence, a voice beyond the merely human. 
 
It is fascinating that despite his often fractured          
relationship with Judaism, Sigmund Freud created in 
psychoanalysis a deeply Jewish form of healing. He 
called it the “speaking cure," but it is in fact 
a listening cure. Almost all effective forms of psychother-
apy involve deep listening. 
 
Is there enough listening in the world today? Do we    
really listen to our partners, spouses, friends? Do we as 
parents truly listen to our children? Do we, as leaders, 
hear the unspoken fears of those we seek to lead? Do we 
internalize the sense of hurt of the people who feel     
excluded from the community? Can we really claim to be 
listening to the voice of God if we fail to listen to the 
voices of our fellow humans?  
 
In his poem In Memory of W.B. Yeats, W.H. Auden 
wrote: 

In the deserts of the heart 
Let the healing fountain start. 

 
From time to time we need to step back from the noise 
and clamor of the social world and create in our hearts, 
where, within the silence, we can hear the kol 
demamah dakah, the still, small voice of God,     
telling us we are loved, we are heard, we are embraced, 
and we are not alone. 
  

 
 
 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.7?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.3?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.115?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Job.2.13?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.1.13?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.1.13?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.21.16-17?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.18.12-13?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.24.7?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.19?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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     EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
Happy Summer! 

  

I hope that you were able to join us for at least one of the concerts presented by TBI as part of the 

Susan & Barry Koh 2022 Jazz Concert Series in June. Over 100 guests attended each concert and 
our congregation received many congratulatory and thankful responses from the community. The 

musicians were also pleased with our facility as a musical venue. We are looking forward to the 2023 

TBI Susan & Barry Koh February Lecture or Concert Series to actually take place in February! 

 
Also last month, we said goodbye to Nancy Cummings, our office manager of many years. Nancy has given us  

permission to share her contact information with members.  Please call the office if you would like it. We wish her 

well in her next endeavors. Rabbi Hyman, Ben, and I are currently interviewing candidates for the Temple office 
position and hope to make an announcement in the next Shofar. 

 

The Temple is now looking for co-chairs to lead committees as these positions become available. This allows     

flexibility for members who travel or work, and allows more congregants to be involved and share tasks. One of 
our most important committees, Membership, will soon be looking for new leadership. Susan Koh, who has       

admirably led this committee for many years, would like to mentor the new Membership Co-Chairs. Please consider 

serving your synagogue with a friend and stepping forward to lead TBI in this important area. If you would like  

further information, please call Susan or me for more information. 
 

Many thanks,  Lori 

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL 
 Officers and Board of Directors:         Board Members:    Rabbi - Peter E. Hyman 

  President - Ben Schlesinger                       Jim Brodsky            Carole Brown  Executive Director - Lori Ramsey 

  1st Vice President -  Barbara Spector    Merry Danaceau    Jeff Gibbs    Shofar Editor - Stephen Sand  

  2nd Vice President - Norman Bell          Liz LaCorte     Laurie Lewis    

  Secretary - Cheryl Kramer           Ron Schechter        Sandra Seitz 

  Treasurer - Seth Schanwald                              Elaine Friedman (IPP) 

Shofar editors, past and present, would like to add that we can never thank Nancy enough for all 

she did to help make this monthly publication possible. 
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Religious School 
 

We feel very blessed to have had the opportunity to work with our amazing TBI Religious School students 

this 2021-2022 school year.  What a remarkable year it has been! 

 

Once again, there were some challenges to our little community of learners.  First, having class outside, 

then back to Zoom, and then back to our classroom in person again!  Despite any complications, the class 

and parents remained flexible and have grown closer as a cooperative group. The class, this year, covered 

Shabbat and Havdalah as well as various holidays.  Many of the lessons were structured around the week’s 

Torah portion and a related Jewish value, with stories, video, song, dance, crafts and even some cooking!  

The children seem to particularly enjoy lessons that related to nature and conservation, and to animals.  

Making paper chains for the sukkah was a favorite too, even though we were outside on a windy day and 

had to chase paper rings around the grounds!  There were lessons in Hebrew — counting, important   

prayers, expressions, Hebrew yoga and even a lesson on Israeli sign language.  Rabbi would visit class  

often to share stories, explain and relate ritual objects, special scrolls, and even special foods with the  

students, via Zoom and in person.  Each visit was a high point of class! 

 

As before, finding an appropriate balance of content, class length, enrichment and community building  

activities all while attempting to keep things meaningful and enjoyable was challenging.  Despite some 

struggles, we experienced many wonderful moments of sharing holiday traditions, learning prayers and 

blessings, reading story books, making crafts, singing, dancing, cooking, and playing fun games. We hope 

that our goal of teaching and enriching our students without overwhelming them was achieved.  

 

Bringing the school year to a close is bittersweet for both of us as we will not be returning as teachers 

next religious school year.  Although we will not be back every week, we hope to engage with students 

during the year for different projects or special lessons.  From what we have heard, the Religious School 

Committee has some exciting changes in store for next year’s students and there will be some new       

additions to the class as well.  

 

We will miss our students, but we hope that we can all take away some great memories of our time      

together. 

 

 B'hatzlacha and L’Shalom, Morah Anne Rosen and Cantor Marianne Styles. 

 

Summer Kick-0ff and End of School BBQ 
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A large turnout of TBI congregants and members of the community was treated to outstanding performances 

by the Fred Hughes Trio and the Paul Carr Band featuring Sharón Clark.  Accolades came from those in      

attendance and the musicians themselves who were impressed by TBI’s facility as a musical venue. Pianist 

Fred Hughes, a familiar face to TBI members for some short “gigs” over the years, commented how much he 

had looked forward to finally playing a full concert at TBI!   

Susan & Barry Koh Jazz Concert Series 

Mom's Against Gun Violence Rally Saturday, June 4 
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We celebrated another wonderful     

Simcha in June as our granddaughter, 

Hannah, graduated from Glenelg     

Country School. We are so proud of all 

of her hard work and accomplishments, 

including the Gold Award from Girl 

Scouts, Girls State and Girls Nation, 

and her work on Pals in Production with 

challenged teenagers. She also       

participated in the Teen Angel Project. 

She was Marion, the Librarian in her 

senior play, The Music Man (Her brother Elliot was cast as her brother Winthrop. It was wonderful to see them 

both on stage together!). Hannah received several awards prior to graduation, including induction into the 

Cum Laude Society, and was one of two student speakers at the graduation ceremonies.  

It was a glorious weather day and both sets of grandparents were in attendance. She will begin her       

Freshman year at Cornell in August — a second generation Cornellian — and we are all thrilled for her! 

 

— Loretta and Steve Quigley 

 Marcia Shapiro and Family at North Myrtle Beach 

 “There is nothing more joyful than the yearly gathering at the beach with your children and grandchildren” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    L-to-R  Brooke, Joshua, Joseph, Chelcia, Marcia, John, Erica    

                    Cohen (12), Luna (2), Sophia (11)  

On June 11th the Sand and Newburn families were all together to celebrate the Simcha of Victoria 

Sand’s Bat Mitzvah.  Bubbe and Pop Sand were also proud to learn that all six grandchildren finished 

their school year with honors. 

Summer, Simchas, and Celebrations 
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• Mahjong: Wednesday afternoon at 1:00 PM. Please call Dorothy Drahzal to confirm game play. 

• Canasta: Fridays at Noon on days when there are no Shabbat evening services. Please call Cheryl    

Kramer to confirm game play. 

• Men's Breakfast - Sunday, July 10, 9:00AM 

Barry Koh's oven-baked Dutch Babies, Stanley Chanesman’s Bialys, Alan Mickelson's famous lox, and Bagels 

by the Bagery.  We will be cooking in the kitchen, so park in the back of the Temple and knock on the    

kitchen door. Please RSVP to Lori at the Temple office and bring $10 to cover costs. Questions? Please call 

Barry Koh.   

• Talbot Interfaith Shelter 

Give Back To Our Community! We Need Your Help! 

Temple B’nai Israel is responsible for providing volunteers on the 25th of each month for the Talbot     

Interfaith Shelter. Read, talk with guests, watch TV, work on a jigsaw puzzle, etc. We are seeking pairs of 

volunteers to be present for each of the 3-hour shifts and for someone to prepare dinner for 7-12 guests. 

To help our local families experiencing housing insecurity please sign up on the link below.  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a44aaa92ea7ff2-talbot1 

• First Friday -Challah Baking  July 1, 9:30AM  

Join us on July 1 in the Temple kitchen. All ingredients will be provided. Don ’t forget to bring your 

apron! If interested in participating, please call the Temple office at 410-822-0553 to reserve your 

space! 

Save the Date 

• Book Club - Via Zoom  July 11, 5:00 pm  Temple Members  Only 

 

The Lincoln Highway:A Novel, by Amor Towles 
 

In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the   

warden of the juvenile work farm where he has just served fifteen months for involuntary 

manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father recently deceased, and the family farm 

foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett's intention is to pick up his eight-year-old brother, 

Billy, and head to California where they can start their lives anew. But when the warden 

drives away, Emmett discovers that two friends from the work farm have hidden        

themselves in the trunk of the warden's car. Together, they have hatched an altogether 

different plan for Emmett's future, one that will take them all on a fateful journey in the 

opposite direction — to the City of New York. 

 

For details, contact Elaine Friedman at ejf1027@gmail. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a44aaa92ea7ff2-talbot1
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Engage! 
Lifelong Learning 

 

 

ENGAGE with Temple B’nai Israel and Explore the World of Marine Science  

while Touring the Horn Point Laboratory, Cambridge, Maryland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Horn Point Laboratory is nestled on more than 800 acres on the banks of the  
Choptank River, a tributary of the Chesapeake Bay on Maryland's Eastern Shore.  
 
Horn Point had advanced an understanding of the world’s estuarine and ecosystems.  
Its scientists are widely respected for their interdisciplinary programs in oceanography, 
water quality, restoration of sea grasses, marshes and shellfish, and for expertise in   
ecosystem modeling. It is home to one of the largest oyster hatcheries on the East 
Coast.  

 

SAVE THE DATE: Dive into science and see the Bay the Horn Point Way 
Horn Point Laboratory Walking Tour 
2020 Horns Point Road, Cambridge, Maryland 
DATE: Thursday, August 11th, 2022 
TIME: 10am - noon (Lunch on the Choptank River at noon) 
BOXED LUNCHES OR BRING YOUR OWN 

Boxed Lunches delivered and provided by EMILY’s Produce in Cambridge 
$11/person   
 

More to follow about kids age 10+ programming 
Please Make Your Reservations for this limited participant event, boxed lunch and 
carpooling from TBI  
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July 2022 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

   1 

8:15 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Challah Baking 

9:30 am 

 

Canasta 

12:00 pm 

2 

Shabbat/Birthday 

Service 

In person &  

Facebook 

10:00 am 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

Office closed 

Independence 

Day 

5 

 

6 

Mahjong 

1:00 pm 

7 

Communications 

Committee  

Meeting 

In person and 

Zoom 10:00 am 

 

 

8 

8:13 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Shabbat Service 

In person &  

Facebook 

5:30 pm 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

Men’s Breakfast 

at the Temple 

9:00 am 

11 

Book Club 

5:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

13 

Mahjong 

1:00 pm 

 

Women Who Lunch- 

Cambridge 

12:30 pm 

14 

 

 

15 

8:10 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Canasta 

12:00 pm 

 

16 

Shabbat Service 

In person &  

Facebook 

10:00 am 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

Mahjong 

1:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

22 

8:06 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Shabbat Service 

In person &  

Facebook 

5:30 pm 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

27 

Mahjong 

1:00 pm 

 

 

Advancement  

Committee 

Meeting 

In person & Zoom 

11:00 am 

28 29 

8:00 pm  

candle lighting 

 

Canasta 

12:00 pm 

30 

Shabbat Service 

In person &  

Facebook 

10:00 am 
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